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| John 1+ 47. Jeſus ſaw Nathanael 


coming to him, and ſaith of him, 


behold an Tſraelite indeed, in| 


whom is n0 guile. 
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| The Epiſtle tothe T 4 
READER - 


 Fricndly Reader. 


| His ſmall Book 
: [ hopes for thy Ac- 
ceptance, meerly 


- for its Honeſty and Plain- 
- nels, which I have cheifly 
. fudied allalong; aplaindif- 
, courle being fitteſt upon 
{ plainnels of Heart. I am not 
; zgnorant of the various and 
1 excellent Trafates port 
this Sybjett; unto which 
A 3 lit- 


1 


4 | 


= The Epiſtle 

"  bittleforſubſtancecanbead- 
- **,. ded, eſpeciallyby Me, that 
if | bave ſo little of mental or 
| experimental Inſzght into 
the Point in band: ſothat if a 
friendly violence had not 
beenus d uponme, this had 
never appeared. But m mn 
z#ble diſpoſetion could not 

without flat incivility with 
ſtand the undeniable impor- | 

tunities of a very Grave 

Judicious Miniſter, who 
(pon bearing ſome heads 
bereof deliver d, would not | 
reſt without my promile to | * 


* make 


——_———_ 


To the Reader. 
make it publick; which ther 
and ever ſince Ithoug bt u n; 


. worthy of the Prels, but be- 


ha —_— VP "7" Ws — i WP x 


ing thus ingaged I could not 


' go back, and thereupon in- 


larging the Matter, and a 
little altering the Method, 


1. Thaveat laft ſentit out and 
the bleſcing of God be with 


it. Amanmay Preach proft- 


* tably on thoſe Points, that 
 bave heretofore been band- 


led; andit ispoſsible toPrint 


' acceptably on Subjeds 
; written on before, eſpectally 
1- where ſome variety of Mat- 


rr 


ſ 


- The Epiltle 

ter and Variation of Me- 
thod 7s ſuperadded, which T 
bope you will find in this 
peicern band. 

Moreover there areſuch 
ſwarmes of litigions Books 
of Controverſies, which 


ſcorch up all true Love and 1 


Zeal, and greatly greive 
ſuch as love Peace , that 
may perbaps make ſuch Di- 
courſes as this concerning 


the Vitals of genuine Pie- 


. ty to be veryneceſſary. For 


certainly if our ends were 


 Fught andour Hearts Up: 
right | 


— 


LO 
FF." Yet _ 3 A” oo ve. 


To the Reader. 


right withour God; if Chri- 
ſtian Magiitrates, Mint- 
ſters, and People were-plain- 
ly and truly bent topromote 
the Honour, Love and F ear 
of God, and the indubitable 
wayes of Holineſs, we ſhould 
i ſoone agree, or elſe charita- 

\ "rablyindulge one another in 

; «+ theſeleſler things; T is Hy- 

- -Pocrites on all ſides that 

x makeour wound incurable. 

Surely where the Mind is 

y - ſound andthe Heart ſincere 

? inthe Maine, praines of al- 

» | lowance ſhould be granted 


for. 
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The Epiſtte 


for ſome Errors of the Al 


derſtanding and Failings in 


the Converſation; leit we 


deal with others, as we 
would beloath to be dealt 
with, either by God or Men. 
TheC 96” Leh hereof,as 
alſo of the (carcity of ſoncere 
Chriſtians to the plenty of 
Hypocrites in the world, 
may make ſome Tolerable 
Apology for this ſmall + 
Tract; which Ido mo$t ear- 
neiily recommend, firs to the 
Meſemng of the Lord, and 
on to yer diligent t peruſal 

» Read 


* — 
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To the Reader. 


Read and think, and read 
and pray, and then through 
his Grace it ſhall be uſeful 
to you. And [ beleech you 
forthe Lord Jeſus fake,and 
and for the love of the Spi- 
rit ſtrive together with me, 
in your prayers toGodtfor 
me a miſerable ſinner that 1 
maybe Upright and Ule- 
tul till Tdye, whereby you 


' will abundantly recompence 


theſe Indeavours of 


Ot. 1. Your ſervant in 


1670: the Goſpel 
; | BY. 4 
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59 CHAPTER I, 


> k Of the Cpright nt '( of Man. 


— 


164 SECTION. 1. 


165! ? 
1663 === - E that that would be Je, OT: 
| <F Ict him read the Proverbs ; was 
16 Rk Þ-: he that would bc Holy, let Th* <20- 
= ENERPI 3 ; text and : 
16! I V4 þ-- him read the Pſalms, Every coherence 
T1 YW2 2 line in this Book breathes 


DT — — 


* #h ., peculiar Sanctity, 

17 This Pſalm, though plac't among the 
TS firſt, was pen amony, i ne Halt, (as the 

* 44 Preface afſures us) and 1s Icitas the Epi- 

tome of the G:neral hiſtory Of Davids lite. 


fk; 


S7 


I 


A plain diſcourſe 


Jt 1s twice recorded in the Scripture» 
(2 Sam. 22, and in this Book of Pſalms) 
for the Excellency and Sweetnels thereot ; 
ſurclythat we ſhould take double notice 
of it. 

Holy David, being near the ſhore, here 
looks on his former Dangers and Delive- 
rauces witha thanktul heart, and writes 
this Pſaln: to bleſs the Lord : As ifeach of 
you that are grown into yeares, ſhould re- 
view your lives, and obſerve the wondcr- 
ful Goodnel(s and Proyidence of God, to- 
wards you; and then fit down,and write a 
modejt Memorial of his moli remarkable 
mercies,for the comfort of your ſelves and 
yourfpolterity. An excellent practiſe; What 
a comfort would it be tor you to read how 
good your God was to your Father, or 
Grandfatber, that are dead and gone? So 
would your children rejoyce in the Lord, 
upon the reading of his Goodne(s to yous 
and you cannot have a better pattern for 


this, than holy David 'who wrote this- 


Pſalme when he wes threeſcore and ſeven 
yeares old « when he had outliv'd molt of 
his troubles, and almoſt ready for his 
journy- to his Fatber 7x H:2ven,he reſolves 
to leave this good Report of him upon 
Earth. 
And I pray mark how he begins; he ſets 
not 
K 


. 
: = 
- 


upon Uprightneſs. 


not up Trophtes to himſelf, but Triumphs 
in his God. I will love thee, O Lord my 
ftrength. As the love Of G:d is the beginning 
of all our mercies, ſo love To God ſhould be 
the end and effett of them all. As the ftream 
leads us co the ſpring, fo all the gifts of 
God muſt lead us to the giver of them. 
Lord, thou haſt faved me from fickne(s I 
will love thee 3 from Death and Hell, I 
will love the ez on me thou hatt beſtowed 
Grace and comitort, I will lovetheeO Lord 
my ftrength. And after he had hcaped on 


| God all the {weet names he could deviſe, 
; W2e7/-2.As a true Saint thinks he can never 
© © fpcak ?00 well of God. or t00 2/1 of himlelt, 

, | fhen he begins his Narrative. 

4 L. Of his Dangers, verſe 4, 5. Snares of 
»  4ezth, Flooas of ungodly men, Sorrows of 
j | felt. | Hcll and Earth are combin'd againtt 
- each rioly man,and will trouble ſufficient- 

'r | 1y in this World, it they cannot keep him 
=—_ of a better, 


* II. Othis retreat, and that was earneſt 
of [Prayer to God, verſe 6, / called upon the 
Lord, axdcryed untomy God, {| When our . 


15 

Prayers are Cry:s ardent and importunate, 
cs 

then they ſpeed ] my Cry came before him, 
2N 

Pen into bis ears, The mother trifls while 
ts he child whimpers, bur when he raiſes 
ot | 15 note; firaines every ucrVez and cries 


B 2 evcry 


4 A plain diſcourſe 


| every veine, then ſhe throws all afide, and 
gives him his dcfixe, While our Prayers 
arconly Whiſpers, our God can take his 
reſt, but when we fall to crying, now will 
T ariſe ſaith the Lord, 
HL; ofhis Keſcxe, verſeq. to 20; By 
the powerful and terrible Arine of the 
Lord, whois in a lofty firain brought in 
to his ſervants help, as if he would min- 
ole Heaven and Earth together, rather 
than leave his Ciuld in the Lyons 
Paws. 
IV Of che Reaſoz of this gracious deal- 
ing of God with him verſe 20,-&c, He 
was a righteous Perſon, and he had a 
righteous Cauſe. And thereupon he turns 
to God, ſaying. Thou halt dealt with me, 
Juſt as thou art wont todo, For with the 


— 


= 
ts Px 


merciful, ihou wilt ſhew thy ſelf merciful ; | 


and with the upright man, thou wilt ſhew 
thy ſelf upright, 


—— — 


SECTION. IL 


S. 2. 
The 1 ext Ndſo we arc arriv'd at the Text it | 


110! of pf , - , . k-S 2 - - | 

+ TE IOEM (cIt,which being reſolv'd 15 an intire 
'wa Propoſition, containing 1. A Subjedt, an 
Upright man, 2, A Predicate, or what is 


will 
ſew 


| , ay * , . 
| ipoke of him 3 to ox with him, God 


| 

k 

[ 
n 

n 
(4 
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upon Uprightneſs. 


ſpew himſelf upright. For Explicatioh 


1 8 MWith-] or, before him, unto him. 

Ss | An upright. | The ſame word 1s oft 
Ss J tranſlated Perfed, hee's good throwghozt, 
Y j{ though not throughly, not one that perſs- 


#ates Religion, but that 15a Religious Per- 
y ſon, He i pertect, becauſe he world be ſo, 
C So Noah is term'd Gen. 6.0, Noah was a juſt 
n man, and perfett (1. e. upright) in by 
= Generation : he was 2 gaod man in- a bad 
'T Age. He was like a glowing ſpark of fire 
1$ in a Sea of Water, which is perte& good- 

neſs: andtherefore the Holy Ghoſt doth 


[- {o hang upon his Name, as it he could not 
le # giveover, It is an excellent Preachers ob- 
a ſervation, verſe 8, But Noah was a juſt 
1s | man and perfect in his Generations, and 


e, | Noah walked with God. And Noah tound 
he F grace in the cycs of the Lord. Theſe are 
'z & the Generations of Noah. Noah begat 
w | three Sons : Noah, Noah, Noah, I love 
the ſound of thy name, and fo are all your 
names precious to:Go4, though- hated by 
men,if the Name of God be dear and {weet 
to you, >. 4: J68 

S "Tis allo ſometimes :rronflated, Plain, 
it & Gen, 25. 27, Facob was 1 HR 4 Plain, 
re that 1s, an upright man awe ling in 1 ents; 
7 Efar Was 4 cunmmg hunter, - but } acob 
was 2 plain man without-welt-or gard: 
D 2 * you 


4 plaim ditconrte 

you might know his heart by his ton gue 
ſave once when Rebecca put a cunning, 
trick into his head, otherwiſe he was a 
moſt «prighe, downright man. And the 
plain meaning of it 1s, a fimple cordial 


unfeign'd and exact man, this is the man « 


. we are looking for. 

Man ) This Swbſtantive the He- 
brews uſe to drownin the Adjedive, 
but here the Holy Ghoſt exhibits a word, 
and a chyice one too, fignifying a 
nf Valiant man; the ſame word Pſal. 
45. 3. O mighty man! that's meant of 
Our ' bv Chrijt, who was a moſt ſtrong 
and valiant man, that could meet the 
wrath of God, the malice of the Devil, and 
the fir of men in the face, and come off 
with triumph. And ſo the Dutch tranſlate 
this clauſc in 2 Sam. 22. With the right 
valiant perſon, thou behaveſt thy ſelf up- 
right, 

In ſhort, if the words were literally 
tranſlated, they run thus | a man of up- 


rightneſſes | that is,every way you behold 


him, an upright man : like an even Dye, 
calt him which-way you will, he will be 
found {quare and right. A ſife and firong 
man to tread down both luſts within 
and tcmptations without, 4# Athanas, 
fins contra  maudum, A Luther cottra. 

Romam, 


= 1 


upon Uprightneſs. | 


Romam ; this is a min of an excellent ſþi- 


| rit, and ſuch is our upright man, 


hou wilt ſhew thy ſelf uprightJor, wilt be 
upright with him, for one word in the 
Hebrew, makes all theſe fix, thou wilt 


| zpright it with him. If men will deal 


plainly with God he will deal plainly with 
them, He tha t is upright i performing 
his duty ſhall find God upright in pcr- 
forming his Promiſes. It is G14s way to 
carry to men, as they carry to him. If 
thou haſt a Deſign to pleaſe him, he will 
have a Deſign to pleaſe thee 3 it thou 
wilt Eccho to him, when he calls, hee'l 
Eccho to thee, when thou call't: On the 
other ſide, if a man will wreſtle with God, 
he will wreſtle with him, it thou wilt be 
faſt and looſe with him,and walk frowardly 


{ towards him, thou ſhalt have as good as 
thou bringelt; if thou wilt provoke him 


with zever-ending fins, he will parſze thee 
with zever-ending torments : it thou wilt 
fin in T#o Eterno, thou mult ſuffer in Sxv 
Eterno;& every man fhall fiitd like for like, 


— — — 


SECT. III. 


$.3, 
Nd now *tis time to be gathering The Do- 
fine, 


”** ſomething for our inſtrution, and 


let this be the Leſſon hence to be learn'd 


namely, B 4 Do»riue, 


A plain diſcourſe 


Dotrrine, Where God doth find an up- 
right man, he thews himſclt an upright 
God, 

True, he fixdes none but whom he 
makes,he findes them of his own making 3 


but where-ever ſuch a man is found, on 


the Throne, or in a priſon, or on a dung- 
hill, he ſhall finde a God of his own, that 
will deal uprightly with him, However, 
he is an upright God, let men be what 
they will z whatever contrary motious the 
lower ſphears have, yet the Primum mo- 
bile kecps its even and conſtant motion, 
and 15 never diverted out of its courle at 
all : (ois it with our God, let vain hypo- 
crites walk never ſo crookedly, yet the 
holy God will he jxſtified when he ſpeaketb, 
and clear when he judgeth, He will be up- 
richt with you in executing bis threat- 
mings, it you hinder the current of his up- 
rightneſs in performing Promiſes, The 
filthy danghitl cannot infect the glorious 
Szuxu that ſhines all day upon it, nor 
can any mans Evil cauſe him to ceaſe 
from being God, But the meauing of the 
Point is, to the upright man he ſhews 
himſelf a graczonſly upright God ;, a true 
bearted man on earth, fhall finde a true 
hearted God in Heaven, | 


The 


upon Uprightneſs. | 


The moſt proper and profitable way I 
can think off, tor the handling of this 
Doctrine, within the intended limits 1s, 
1. By ſhewing wherein ſtands the wp- 
rightneſs of a man. 2. By declaring how 
God ſhews himſelf an upright God, 3, By. 
drawing, out ſome inferences and es 


thereof. And firit, of the firlt, 


_ — 
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SECTION. IV. 


Here are Foxr ,words (eſpecially ; 

whereby Uprightne(s is exprett in 
Scripture, which being conſidered will 
Blvc us fome view of this Orient Jcw- 
cl, 

x. It is called Truth, 1 Sam, 12. 24.--- 
Serve him intruth, Now Truth moral 15 
the conformity of the mind and heart, to 
things faid and done 3 when therctore 
the beart prazes with the tongue, when 
the bears obeys with the hand, when we 
do the things of God heartily as to the 
Lord, this is to ferve him in truth aud 
uprightly. 

And this ſure is the ſence of that Hey, 
10. 22.Let ts draw near with a true beart; 
At is our fin and folly to keep at. dz{tauce 


trota God, both.in and out ot his ſcrvice; 
| afr 21% 


9 


S. 4. 
then? 
ot Up- 

r phtneſs. 


A plain diſtourſe 
afraid, or Ioth to come-up. It is Gods will 
that we ſhould draw zear, and nearer yet, 
and that with a trze heart: a true hearted 
man at a prayer does the work, when ma- 
ny of great apPcarances do but beat the 
Air. 

So when we come to men, 1 foh.3.18- 
Let us not lovein word, or im tongue | only ] 
but in deed and in truth , having a Prin- 
ciple of unfeigned love in our hearts to 
cvery body, and thence producing words 
and deeds of prrre Charity, This is an up- 
right man, whoſe heart within doth not 
give the lye to his word and actions. Sur- 
vey his autzes to God and men, they are 
pious juſt and charitable ; open his beart, 
Picty, Righteouſneſs and Love are writ- 
ten there ; Like him that profeſſed, if he 
might have had the molding; of himfelt, 
Light ſhould have been his Body, and 
Truth ſhould have been his Sowl. 

2. Another word for this is Since-ity.A 
word taken from Pure Honey, that is ſine 
cerz without wax, unmingled. When the 
New man hath as little as may be of the 
Oldman mingled with him. This word1s 
us'd Phil 1.10, That ye may. be ſincere, The 
Greek word there {ignifhes, that which 1s 
Sun-proof (as warcs,' that can abide to 


be tryed between you and the Sun.) ſuch 
Is 
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is an upright man, bring him to the Scri- 
pture he is ſound 3 bring him to any ſolid 
marks, he can ſtand before them 3; put 
him into the ſcales, he is weight, how- 
ever he is right Gold, though he may 
want ſome graines of allowance, He is 
of a right Eagle-breed, though haply 
young or weak, yet he can look at the Sn, 
and not be daunted. An hypocrite can 
look mex 1a the face, but an #pright man 
he can look God in the face, As for me, 1 
will behold thy face in righteouſn:ſs, This 
none but a righteous upright man can 
do. 

3- There is another word of this im- 
port, and that is Singleneſs of veart, 
Ads 2.46, They dideat their meat with 
gladneſs and fingleneſs of heart, that is, 
with a cordial chearfulne(s and bounty ; 
And to this refers that Luk, 11. 34, When 
tbine eye is ſingle (when the heart is ingly 
bent to honour and ſerve God, then the 
whole life will reliſh of that principle ) 
tbe whole body will befull of light : bur if 
the heart double with God, the life will 
be no way #xiform with men.” And this 1s 
taken to be the meaning of the Oneneſs: of 
beart promiſed Ezek, 11. 19. whereas the 
hypocrite hath ax heart, and an heart and 
«4 beart, and an heart, forevery luſt an 
heart, 
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heart. A double minded man i unſtable in 
all bis wayes, He is unreſolved in the end 
he drives at, and fo unfxed in his deſires 
and a&:ons that tend thereunto, Now the 
upright mans heart is one, he goes all one 
way, he is what he ſeems, one intention, 
one delight, one face, one tongue ; in a 
word, he is all but one man, Pſal. 103. 1, 
Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, and ALL that is 
within me praiſe his holy Name. 

And to this purpoſe is the foxerth word, 
that {ignifies uprightneſs and that is Inte- 
grity, 1 Kings 9. 4. And if thou wilt walk 
before me as David walked, in [ntegrity of 
beart and in uprightneſs.,—And that is 
when all the ſoul in every faculty is 
reſolv'd,-and bent for God and his glory, 
In an hypocrite the F#dgment is again(t 
the ul, the Conſcience againſt the Aﬀe- 
Hon, the Reaſon againſt the Appetite, but 
in the upright all the faculties agree and 
combine within themſelves, and the op+ 
poſition is only outward againſt a commoz? 
exemy. He is a whole man tor the whole will 
of God. 

+ So then you ſee an upright man is a 
True-bearted, a ſincere-hearted, a ſingle» 
beaited and a whole bearted man, 
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SECT. V. 
S. 5« 
T _ Upright- 
TJ His Uprightneſs 1. Reſpecs God. 2. I_ 


Reſpeas Man. The former may be 
called Uprighrmeſ, of heart ; the latter 4ng giftin- 
Uprightineſs of Life; and both theſe mult guiſhed. 
be <cxplained, and where - they meer, 
there we find an wpright man. 

Concerning #prightneſs of beart we mult 
aflert, that it is not (o much a aijtind 
Grace, a grace by its (clt, as it1s all Grace, 
tis that which (tamps a Reality on cvery 
other gracc ; Withoutit, Nec amanda ct 
iþſa Charitas, nec ipſt Fidei fidendum, nec 
bene ſperandum ade ipſa ſpe. We cannot be- 
leiveour Faith, nor love our Love,nor bope 
well of our Hope i it (ct, 

Uprightneſs and Watchfulneſs are Co 
tholick graces, of a general necdlity 3; rhe 
tormer to wit Uprightneſs to the Bezrg 
and Trath of Grace, and the:latter to wit 
 watchtulncf(s tothe Preſervation .aund Ex-» 
eroiſe'of Grace. And bclikeon::that/a&- 
count lincerity is called a 'Girdle, Epbeſ; 
6: 14, baving your loyns - gart about with 
Ib, Religion is; 20 many, as:a Glvaks 

| -1,./; (though *- 
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(though it will prove the dearcſt Cloak 
that ever was worn ) which they can 
put on abroad, when :t ſerves their pzerpo- 
ſes, and pat of at home when it troubles 
chem in their /#jts ; but now ſincerity 15 
Irke a Grrdle, that tyes it cloſe to us. This 
makes all our Garments fit cloſe tv us, 
and to be «xgirt here,is to be uubleſt, And 
may be thus deſcribed. 

Uprighrneſs of heart is that Grace, or 
gracious temper, whereby the ſoul is unre- 
ſervedly reſigned to God, and beartily bent 
zo walk with him without Guile. In ſhort 
when one is, 4 man after Gods ownbeart : 
for Truth is aothing but an agreement ot 
things with their firli Principles, fo that 
the Heart agreeing plainly with the 
Heart and Will of God, 1s an upright 
heart. 

The fame thing 1s meant by an Honeſt 
beart, Luke $. 15. thatis rclolved to car- 
ry {quarely towards God as thcre in the 
hearing of Gods word, when the heart 
is clearly carricd with the ſtream of Gods 
will without Exception or Diſimulation, 
As you know an honeſt man 1s ruled and 
{wayed by Reaſon andEquity in a bulinels, 
without (quinting at his own opinions 
and ends;even fo an upright heart honcitly 
» yelds his Reaſon and Will captive to the 
Will 
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| willof God, though it croſs his own con- 
ceits and cnds, And thus he #5 a man after 
Gods ewn heart, is as like him (humane 
| frailty conhidered ) as ever be can look. 
Now this blefſed Uprightneſs may be 
contidercd | 
1. In the Grounds of it. 
2, In the Nature of it, 
3. In the Object of it. 
I. The Grou#dand root of Uprightneſs 
of Heart ſtands in the total Receiving of 
; Chriſt by the Heart, and the total Rehign - 
! ing of the Heart unto him, This done, 
{4 and there's a good foundation laid for fin- 
'4 cerity of ſoal. 
1. There muſt be a total Receiving of 
+ Jeſns Chriſt tendered in the Goſpel, when 
* youdo take hold of the Lord Jeſus, and 
7 cleaveto him with purpoſerf heart. As Bar- 
* nabaspreſt them at Antioch, Ads. 11. 23. 
| Many havea months mind of 'Chritt, ſome 
$ velleities and wouldings z but-wiic thou 
! have. him and cleave to him, and that 
4 with purpoſe of heart # this is fincerity, 
{ to: receive a whole Chrit - with a whole 
q heart, Not Chriſt the $,viour cr Reftage 
only, ſo moſt would be willng 4 but 
FJ Chriſt-che Prinze and Portzoz !fo 72 the 
# landof tbe living. So David tould ay, 
q?P/al.142.5. © Lord, I ſaid thou art my 
refuge, 
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refuge, and my portion in the land of the 
[rvinz, How many would tain have the 
Lord Je(us Chrilt tor their Refuge, wacn 
Coalcicace piaches, attiction vrefles, or 
death ttares them inthe tace, but how tew 
will chooſe him tor their portion and hap- 
pine(s in the midlt of their outward coin» 
torts ? the Hypoccite dare #ot dye withour 
him, the upright Saint caxznot [zve with- 
out him. Gant. 1.4. The upright love thee, 
and love cannot live contentedly without 
fruition. 


To be content of a Chriſt becauſe of 


ſome preſent need of him 1is one ching, 
15 nothing, if that beall: but ro chooſe 
him as the faireſt of tex thouſand, and that 
with an intirc heart 3 to have Mind, Will, 
Conſcicncc and Aﬀection, all of a mind, 
and this mind to be feton Chriſts yoke as 


w<6ll as his Crown, his Spirit as well as his | 


Merit, his Rule as well as his Righteouſ- 


neſs, here goes the uprightheart : whereas 4 
an hypocrice he hath forme faxcy for Feſus |; 
Chriſt, but willnot have him , this plealcs * 


him, but that likes him not, and ( he 


dodges endlctly, and parles with him, * 


through the window, but bolts che door, 
and keeps him out tor ever; O chat ever 


anholy, juſt and offended God, ſhould 


follow ſuch miſctable tinners -with, a 1 
bleeding : 


F%,. 
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bleeding Chriſt m his armes! and that 
ever ſuch wretches (ſhould put at refuſal 


: upon him, 


1 
4 


1 


. 1 


2. There muſt be a total Reſignation of 
the heart unto the Lord Feſw Chriſt 


{ Whercin you do cordially, deliberately, 


and freely giveup your ſouls and bodies 


4 to him, and to his ſervice 3 which is call- 
1 ed Ingaging the beart to approach to the 
1 Lord, Fer. 30.21. Who «this that inga« 


ged his heart to approach unto me,ſaith the 


| Lord? And thereupon that happy Co- 


venant isdrawn in the next verſc 3 ye ſhall 
be my people, aud I will be your God, Who 
25 this, faith God? Whoin the world ? 
Who in this Congregation ? Who in 


| this Family £ Whoin this Seat ? Where's 


the Man ? the Woman ? the Child? O 
let each anſwer quickly, it is I. But 


2 you muſt ixgage, not only hanker, incline, 
q defire, purpoſe, but ingage 3 'tis not bid- 
4 divg but buying,will make this Pearl your 
3 own, Alas it is the ordinary guiſe of 
4 people to ſtand off and treat only ; but 
4 Sirs, will ye ingage, is't a bargain, and 
I willye ſick to it, get or loſe by Chriſt 
23 you will have him? and then its the in- 


\Fnant was ſcaled in your name and beHalf, 
C 


gagement of the heart , you did ſubſcribe 
your bands in Baptiſm, this very Cove- 


when 


17 
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when you were children little, and your 
not revoking it doth aſſert it ; but now 
we come for your hearts thercunto. 


Where's the Mind, the Conſcience, the | 
Will ? O where's the 31 that ſubmits, | 


reſolves, and ingages to be the Lords ? 


Happy this day, this word, and happy | 


you, if hereupon, one ſhall ſay, 1am the 


Lords, and another ſhall call hamſelf by the | 
name of Jacob, and another ſhall ſubſcribe 


with bis band unto the Lord, andſurname 


himſelf by the name of Iſracl, Iſa. 44.5+ 
You are the Lords by your Chriſtiaz | 
names already, O) when will you be his } 


by your ſurzame alſo ? 


This is the Goſpels great defign, this | 


is ourcrrand hexe, we come for you'and 
arc loth to go without you. We beſeech 
you by the mercies of God, to make a 
-preſent of your ſelves, as a living faeritice 


to God. Poor ſinners are like Rebels bes- | 
| lieged, whom Chriſt Jeſus will either win, | 
or flarve; His Ordinance is mounted | 


and it batters, A breach is made in the 
7 #dgment, but the ſinner will not 


yield ; another in the Conſcience yet 8 
is he loth to yield; the white flag of mer- 1 
Cy 15 ſet up, but of a long time the ſturdy | 
{inner will not treat : the red flag is hung © 
out; divine wrath is on the march, and a 
| {ſtorm } 
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ſtorm 1s preparing, The ordinance of 
God replanted again, and uow if it hie 
right and a breach be made upon the 
will, then Chriſt is victor, the City is 
won, and the finner yields. And then his 
note is changed, Pſal; 116. 16. O Lord 
truly I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant : 
Mark how the Pſalmiſt redoublcs it, lam, 
Iam, truly I am, Redoublcd refaſals 
call for redoubled ſubmiſſions. ] will nci- 
ther be my own maſter, nor my own ſer« 
vant. I here make a Deed of Gift of my 
whole ſclt to thee, without Reſervation, 
and without Power of Revocation. It is 
not enough to ſay this ina pang of kind- 
neſs, or in a complement, as we do to 
men - What's more common with us, 
than Toxr ſervant Sir? but its a ſervant 
without ſervice, and ſuch ſervants hath 
God a great many, his Servants but their 
own Maſters ; but holy Davi4 was nor 
ſuch aman, TI am thy ſervant, truly Iam 
thy ſervant, I am reſign'd ty thee, / am 
reſolv'd tor thee, thou haſt boar'd my ears, 
Pſal. 40. 6. and oblig'd me to thee for 
ever. { will be thine both Totally and Fi- 


* 3 nally.When you thus give your Own ſelves 
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ta tbe Lord,2 Cor. $.5. This is the ground 
and root of uprightne(s. 
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| $6. SECT. VI. 
The na- I1.T He Nature of this Uprightneſs of 
ture of Heart,is beſt diſcern'd by thoſe cx- 
Upright- prelſions us'd by the Holy Ghoſt concerning 
cot it, which have been partly obſerv'd al- 
ready, and ſhall be reduc'd to theſe twe 
following. It is 
x. Single without Divifion 
2. Sound without Rottennels. 
3. Pure without mixture. 
4: Perfe& without Reſervation. 
5. Plain without Guile, 
1. An Upright heart is Sing/e without 
6 Diviſion, Unto an hypocrite, there be 
Gods many and Lords many, and he muſt 
have an heart for each: but to the upright 
there is but oze God the Father, and one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and one heart will 
ſerve them both. He that fixes his heart 
upon the creatures, for every creature he 
muſt have an heart and the dividing of |. 
his heart deſtreyes him, Hof, 10. 2, 
worldly profits knock at door, he muſt 
have an heart for them; carnal pleaſures 
preſent themſelves,he muſt have an heart 
for themalſo; ſinful preferments appear, 
they muſt have an heart tooNeceſſariorum | 
numerus parvus, opinionum' nullus, Of | 
neceſſary objects the number is fow, of | 
xeedleſs vanitics, the number is end/eſs; 
The 
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The upright man hath made choice of 
God andhath enough. 

A fingle Chriſt is enough for a ſingle 
heart , hence holy David prayes, Pſal, 
86.11: Unite my heart to fear thy Name, 
Let me have but one heart and mind,and 
let that be thine. As there are thouſands 
of Beames and Rayes , yet they all meet 
and center in the Sur; fo an upright 
man, though he hath a thouſand 
thoughts, yet they all (by his good will) 
meet in God. Subordinate ends, he, hath 
many, to procure a livelihoqd, to; pre- 
ſerve his credit, to provide for his chil- 
dren, but Supreme end he hath none, but 

God alone. Hence, that Steadincſs in. his 
Reſolutions, that Vndiſtrattedneſs in his 
holy duties, that Conſiſtency in' his Actt- 
ons, and that Everneſs in the frame of, 
his Heart, which miſerable hypocrites 
cannot attain. 
2 An lpright Heart is Sound withou? 
Rottenueſs, Plal. 119. 80. Let my beart be 
ſound in thy ftatutes,that 1 may not beaſha+ 
med. The more fincerity the leſs ſhame, In-' 
tegrity 15 the great author of confidence, , 


4 Every froſt ſhakes an unſound body, and . 
Jevery tryal ſhakes an unſound foul. An., 
J upright man hath not alwayes (o pure a 


calour as an hypocrite may have, buthis 
C 3 colour 
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colour is nat#ral, it is his own, it 15 not 
painted, his conſtitution 15 firm. The 
hypocrites beauty is borrowed, the fire - 
of tryal will melt it off. 

An Uprigit man hath his infirmities, 
his diſeaſes, but his new nature works 
them out, for he is ſound within. 4 lepro- 
fie overſpread the-hypocrite, but he hides 
it, Pſal. 26 2. He flatiereth himſelf in his 
own eyes, until his iniquity be fownd to be 
hateful. He indeavours to hide himſelf 
from God, more from men, moſt from 
himſelf, he would fain be in with him- 
{elf howſoever, and this trade he drives, 
till his iniquity be found to be hateful. 
But now an upright man, he is alwayes 
fifting and trying himſelf; am ] ſound ? 
am'I right ? are my ſervices rightly done? 
are my #nfirmities confiſtent with zntegri- 
ty ? and the rlike, An upright Saint is 
like an apple with rotten ſpecks, but an 
hypocrite is like the apple with a rotten 
core, The fincere Chriſtian hath here a 
ſpeck of pallion, and there of worldli- 
neſs, and there of pride ; but cut him 
up, anatomize him, he is ſound at heart, 
there Chriſt and Chriſtianity live-and 
reign, Now an hypocrite is like an 'ap- 
ple that is ſmooth and lovely on the out- 
fide, but rotten within: His words exaQ, 
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his duties devout, his life blameleſs, but 
leok within, and his heart is the fty of 
fin, the den of Satan. 


3. An Upright heart is Pure without 
Mixture, Not abſolutely pare, that hap- ' 
pineſs is re(crv'd for heaven, but com-« 
pared with that pollution and baſe mix- 
ture, that conſtitutes -an hypocnite. 
Though his hand cannot do all that God 
bids, yet his heart is ſincere in all 'he 
doth, His foul is bent for perfe& purity, 
an dſo he hath his name from that, Met. 
5. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in heart. In his 
words he ſometimes failes, and ſo mm his 
thoughts and deeds, but open his heart 
and there is a love, a defire, a defign and 
an indeavour after real and abſolute puri- 
ty. Not legally pure, that is, free from a |! 
. fin z but Evangelically pure, free from 
the reign of all ſin, eſpecially of hypo- 
, crific, which is ſo flatly contrary to the * 
. 
| 
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Covenant of Grace, Andin this ſenſe the 
upright man is the Scripture Puritan, -,,, 
and fo is further from hypocriſie than any 
other man. Heis really glad that God is 


1 the ſearcher of hearts, for then he knows, 
that he will finde his name and naturein 
. his own. 


 Andyet, themoſt ugright man in the 
. Gy" world 
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world hath ſome hypocriſie in him, Prov. 
20 9. Whocan ſay] have made my heart 
clean, 1 am pure from my ſin? but this he 
detcRs, refifts, and hates, and fo it can» 
not dexominate him an hypocrite in this 
world, nor damn him for one in another. 
His ends are generally purely at the glo- 
ry of God, his frame of beart and thoughts 
pure, and generally better than his out- 
fide, the turther you trace him the better 
he is. Pure trom diſhoneſty in his deal- 
:1ngs, purer yet in in his fatraly from all 
appearance of evil, purer (till in his cloſet, 
and pureſt ia his heart ; though there be 
fin there, yet there is alſo there an anti- 
pathy againſt it, that it mingles not with 
if, 

The hypocrite chooſes fin, the upright 
man would have no fin it he could chooſe 
The Traveller (its true) meets with dirt 
in his way, but he keeps it off as well as 
he can, mingles not with it, aud if he be 
ſoild , he rubsit offas ſoon as may be : 
- but the ſwine delights in it, cannot be 
well without it. 'Tis juſt ſo between the 
upright man and the hypocrite, The | 
moſt upright Saint on carth, is bemir'd ' 
With fin ſometimes, but he did not de- - 
{gn it in the morning, nor fleeps he with ' 
it at night 3 but an hypocrite he deſigns 
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: it, he delights in it, he is never fo well 


contented asin fin. Ina word-the hy. 
ocrite may avoid fin, but na man can 


abbor {in ſave the upright may, 


4. An Upright man is Perfe&} and 1n- 
tire without Reſervation, Pſal. 37. 37. 
Mark the perfe&t man, and behold the np« 
right, you may ſee them both at once. 
His heart is intirely devoted to the will 
and wayes of Cod. The hypocrite he 
hath ever ſome exceptions apd reſervati- 
ons, Sucha $ix I muſt not leave, ſuch a 
grace] cannot love, ſuch a daty I will 
not praCtiſe ; thus far I will yield but no 


- further, thus far I'le go, it is confilt ent 


with my carnal ends, but all the world 
ſhall not perſwade me further. The 
Fudgment of the hypocrite will drive 
beyond his Will, his Conſcience beyond 
his Afedions, he is not intire, his heart 
is parted,and ſo he is off and on. The up- 
right man hath but one Happineſs, &that 
15 the injoyment of God 3 but oxe Rule, 
and that is his holy Will; but oze Work, 
and that is to pleaſe his Maker; and 
thereupon he is intire and certain in his 
choice, in his defires, in his wayes, and 

contrivances. And though there may be 

ſome demurs in his proſec#tion of his 

main 
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'main buſineſs, yet there is no hefitancy 
and wavering between two objects; for he 
is intirely hxt and reſolv'd therein, and 
ſo may be ſaid to be perfeX andiintire, 
wanting no:hing, | 

There is in every hypocrite ſome one 
Fore, or ſtrong hold, that hath never 
yielded to the (overaigaty and empire of 
Gods will : Some luſt caſtles it ſelf in the 
will, but where integrity enters,it brings 
every thought into caÞtivity t» the obedience 
of Chrift, Lord faith he, I am wholly 
thine, do what thou wile with ms, ſay 
what thou wile to me, write what thou 
Wilt upon me, Other Lords bave have had 
dominion over me, but by thee onely will I 
make mention of thy name, Iſz, 26, 13, 
here is the upright man, 


5. An Upright heart is Plain without 
Guile, Pſal. 32. 2. Bleſſed is the man to 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and 
in whoſe ſpirit there is #o Guile, Here is 
15 a bleſſed word indeed, Alas ! we have 
great and many iniquities, were it not 
happy for us to be as if we had never fin- 
ned? why; z0#-imputation will be-as 
well for us, as if there had been no tranſ* 
greſfion z ſins remitted are as if they had 
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croſi as good as it never entred- But who 
js this blefled man ? In whoſe ſpirit there 
is no Guile, that is, 1. no fandamental 
vile 3 that hath not deceitfully cove- 
nanted with hisGod, 2. That hath no 
approved guil, to approve and yield to any 
way of wickedneſs, that doth not juggle 
with God or men, cr with his own Con-« 
ſcience, thathides not his Idols under 
him, when God is ſearching his Tenr, 
but as it fol lows there verſe 5. acknow-- 
ledges, and hates, and leaves his fin. 
When the Upright man confeſſeth his 
fin, his heart akes and he is deeply trou- 
bled for it, he difſembles not : the hypo- 
crite proclaims open war, but maintnins 
ſecret intelligence with his luſts. When 
the upright man prayes for any grace, he 
earnelily deſires it, and he takes pains to, 
compals it too, for he is in good. earneſt, 
and diſſembles not « The hypocrite, is a- 
fraid in his prayers to be taken at his 
word, for he loves not the image, or 
gracc of God at all, And @ in every thing 
cl{e, there is nothing but guile in him,, 
he that will diſſemble with God, will dif>- 
ſemble with any man in the world. Sce 
the wide difference between: Saul and 
David. Saul is charg'd with with a fault, 
1 Sarr. 15. 14, he denies it, the charge 
, 1s 
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A plain diſcourſe 
'main buſineſs, yet there is no hefitancy 
and wavering bet ween two objects; for he 
is intirely xt and reſoly'd therein, and 
ſo may be {aid to be perfeFt andiintire, 
wanting no:hing, 

There 1s in every hypocrite ſome one 
Fort, or ſtrong hold, that hath never 
yielded to the (overaigaty and empire of 
Gods will : Some luſt caſtles it (elt in the 
will, but where integrity enters,it brings 
every thought into caÞtivity t» the obedience 
of Chrift, Lord faith he, I am wholly 
thine, do what thou wilt with ms, ſay 
what thou wile to me, write what thou 
Wilt upon me, Other Lords have have had 
dominion over me, but by thee one! will 7 
make mention of thy nzme, Iſz, 26, 13, 
here is the upright man, 


' 5. An Upright heart is Plain without 
Guile, Pſal. 32. 2. Bleſſed is the man to 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and 
in whoſe ſpirit there is #o Guile, Here is 
15 a bleſſed word indeed, Alas ! we have 
great and many iniquities, were it not 
happy for us to be as if we had never fin- 
ned ? why; #04-imputation will be-as 
well for us, as if there had been no tranſ< 
greſſion z ſins remitted are as if they had 
not been committed ; The nA 
CrO 
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upon Uprightneſs. 


croſi as good as if never entred- But who' 
js this blefled man ? In whoſe ſpirit there 
d is no Guile, that is, 1. no fandamental 
7 gvile 3 that hath not deceitfully cove- 
nanted with hisGod, 2. That hath no 
approved guil, to approve and yield to any 

way of wickedneis, that doth not juggle 

with God or men, cr with his own Con« 
ſcience, thathides not his Idols under 

him, when God is ſearching his Tenr, 

but as it fol lows there verſe 5, acknow=- 

ledges, and hates, and leaves his fin. 

When the Upright man confeſſeth his 

fin, his heart akes and he is deeply trou- 
bled for it, he diſſembles not : the hypo- 
crite proclaims opey war, but maintnins 
ſecret intelligence with his luſts. When 
the upright man prayes for any grace, he 

earnelily defires it, and he takes pains to, 
compals it too, for he is in good.carueſt, 
and diſſembles not : The hypocrite. is a= 
fraid in his prayers to be taken at his 
word, for he loves not the image, or 
grace of God at all. Anda in every thing 
cl{e, there is nothing but guile, in hir,, 

he that will diſſemble with God, will dif-- 
ſemble with any man in the world. Sce 
the wide difference between- Sa#l and 
David. Saul is charg'd with with a fault, 

1 Sam. 15. 14, he denies it, the charge | 
l 15 


a 
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is renewed verſe 17. ſtill he mintes the 
matter, looks for figleaves to cover all. 
But plain-hearted David is another man 3 
he is charg'd and he yields, one prick 0- 
pens a vein of ſorrow ia his heart, he tells 
all, he makes a Pſalm of it, and therein 
concludes this, P/al. 51. 6. Behold thou 
deſireſt truth in the inward parts, The 
plain-hearted man, ſayes God, is for me, 
with the upright man TI will ſhew ne) ſelf | 
upright. 


SECT, VII. 


ItI. A Nd thus you have the Nature of 
of uprightne(s a little opened, 
and now let us conſider the Objed about 
* whichthis uprightaeſs is converſant, And 
» the great buline(s of the upright heart is 

about. * 
I, Inward. 
2. Univerſal. 
3. Conſtant Religion. F 
1. He is a Student and Pradtitioner f 
Inward Religion, Diligent he is in the 
outward a&s of it alſo, but that he hath 
common with the hypocrite, but his 
grcatelt ſtudy is to be good within, 
Roms 
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upon Uprightneſs, 

Rom, 2 28, 29. For be is not a Few, 
which i one outwardly, | that is, he is no 
Jew as to the eftcem and acceptation of 
God, or as to the ſpiritual priviledges of 
the Covenant | weither is that Circumci- 
fion which is outward in the fleſh to wit, 
that is not the circumcilion , which God 
chiefly looks at, 6 which a man is chiefly 
advantag'dby ]But be is a Few which is one 
znwardly [that 1s a Saint in ſoul ] and cir- 
cumciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit 
and not iu the letter, ]t is not water on the 
face but blood on the heart which makes 
a iaveable Chriſtian. O Sirs, what change 
hath there been on your ſpirits ? what 
fear,and love and ſandity' is there in your 
hearts ? look tp this, or elſe you will 
break like bubbles, And then it follows, 
Whoſe praiſe not of men, but of God, that 
5, whoſe aim, and whoſe honour it is 
no+to be prais'd of men, but of God, The 
Upright man trades in Inzſ-ble things. 


I. The upright: mai ſtudies to obtain 


. Inviſible Graces. Pſal, 45. 13. The Kings 


daughter is glorious within, In the hidden 
wan of the heart, is the beauty of an up+ 
right man, To be dreit with the orna- 
ment of a meek and quict ſpirit, with a 
compos'd and ſerious ſpirit, with @ peni- 
= tent 
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tent and belciving fpirit, Ah beloved ? 
how like are many of us to the Rzver 
which Athenezs mentions, whoſe upper 
waters arc {ſweet ,r ibut brackiſh at the 


bottome 3- like fine clothes, filk without ! 
and canvas within : a {mooth carriage, 
and an unpoliſh'd uncircumcis'd heart 3 | 


the upright man would not be fo. He 
looks not at things that are ſeen, but at | 
things that are not ſeen, Grace and Glo- * 


ry are the ſtudy and ambition of the in+ | 


ward Chriſtian. The hypocrite may be 
forward for unſanfificd Gifts, Simon 
Magus would give money for ſuch, O 
the time and colt and ſtrength that many 
men {ſpend to attain the gitt of know- 
ledge, of Prudence, of Language, of Elo- 
cution, of memory and ſuch like, that 
never ſpend a fcrious thought, ro attain 
the grace of Repentance, Faith, Selt-de- 
nial, fincere love to God and godline(s / 
but this is the great deſign in the upright 
heart, O that | may be ſtored with the 
{aving knowledge of my God, and of my 
{clt ! Here's an Ordinance, O that I may 
have my faith increaſed, my love infla- 
med, the back of my patience ſirength - 
ned by this holy Duty! Theſe are the 
Pearles our Merchant ſeeks for.. 
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upon-Uprightneſs. 

2. The upright man ſtudies to perform in« 
viſible Duties; There is an Ontfide and an 
Inſide in Religion, The bended kxee, that's 
the outlide in prayer 3; The broken 
beart that's the inſide ; To hear Gods 
word, that's the outfide 3 to meditate of 
it, that's the inſide: Toread each day 
two or three Chapters in the Bible, thats 
the outlide 3 to fee] the efficacy of it thats 
the infide ; To reprove azother thats the 
outfide 3 but to watch over thine own 
heart, thats the inlide : To draw out thy 
z#rſe to a poor man, thats the outfide 3 
but to draw out thy heart in pitty to him, 
thats the infide of the duty. The hypa- 
crite may and oft doth excell in the for- 
mer, the upright man is diligent and 
carctul in the latter. He can pray in fe- 
cret,and is no ftranger to 'Selt-examinati- 
on, Meditation, Ejaculations, and Solilo- 
quies theſe retzred atis of Religion, nay in 
thoſe is his Excellency ; heis a Saint jn 
ſecret, the holieſt alone, a butie man in 
an Ordinance. He wrcliles as well as 
makes ſupplication, and ſweats at that 
which others ſleep at. The Phariſee Luke 
18. had the larger Oration, but the Pwb- 
lican had the more pcnitent hearts The. 
Scribe might haye more dealing with 


the Law,but the Apolile delighted init in 
the 
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the inward man, Rom, 7. 22.and ſo doth 
every upright man. His beft wares are 


within out of fight.As you know its the 


Tradeſmans cuftome, all his wares ſhall 
be vendible and good, but behind 1n his 


Warchouſe and clofet are his choiceſt 
things : Even ſo the upright man, he *' 


will be exa& and diligent in all his ordi- 
nary and viſible duties, but his Maſter- 


peices they are within. He pcertorms in» 
vilible Daties, 


3+ The upright man ſindies to conquer 
2Hviſible Sins; Thoſe that he might go 
to his grave with, and no body aware of 
them; yet theſe he labours to rout 
Horſe and Man, An hypocrite on the con- 
trary prunes off the fins that will ame 
him, but #o#riſhes the fins that will damn 
him. Open drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, op- 
preſlton, protanene(s, theſe an hypocrite 
diſdains;but mean while he lives perhaps 
in ſome of theſe ſecretly, or at leaſt he 
rakes no-pains to ſubdue proud; wanton, 
envious & other inward motions that do 
as much war againſt the ſoul,as other fins. 
The hypocrite ſhaves the hair,but the up- 
right man plucks it up by the roots, 2 
Cor, 7.1. Let ws cleanſe our ſelves from 
at filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, There 
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upon Uprightneſs; 


is a filihineſs of the Spirit, which he that 
would perfed holineſs will be cleanſing 
himſclt from; ſuch as the habits of 
unbelcit, impenitency, hardneſs of heart, 
pride of ſpirit, dulneſs in Gods fer- 
vice, and (uch as Atheiftical, looſe, im- 
pertinent thoughts, wandring in the wor- 
ſhip of God, envy at his neighbours rich- 
Es Or reputation, 3nd carnal contiivaneces 
to ſarisfic the lulis of the fleſh, theſe colt 
him warm water, break his ſleep, and fill 
his prayers which never coſt the hypo» 
crite, nor fecure world one penitent 
thought, It was 'ermllians cry, 
Ad leoncm extra potinus quam adyleo- 
nem intra, The upright man knows 
chat as the flthine(s of the fleſs will make 
him a beaſt, (o the tilthineſs of the ſpirit 
will make him a Devil, and therefore he 
allaults his inviſible (ins. 
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SECT. VIII. 


A N ujright man indeavours after 
inoberfal Religion. Thete is & 


gounterpane of the will of God in his 
heart; that agrees with the Seriptar# in 
exyery thing. m 

| +; He 
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1. He hates all fin, with an hatred of 
Abomination, of Averſation, of Oppoſitt> 
on, Dre(s it with what diſguilcs you 
will, and preſs it with what motives 
ends or advantages you can, the upright 
man hates it in his hearr, Pſal. 119, 1,2. 
Bleſſed are the undefiled in the way, tbey 
walk in the Law of the Lord. They alſo 
( they for their part) do no aniquity, they 
walk in bis way. There is a party in him 
that would be tampering with it, but he 
likes it not, O, faith God, do not this a- 
bomixable thing that I bate, Jer. 44. 4. 
No, Lord, fayes he, for ] hate it as well 
as thou: His heart is on Gods fide again 
Sin: And particularly againii his own ini- 
quity Pſ.18. 23s { was alſo upright before 
bim : aud Ikept my ſelf from mine iniqui- 
ty. Mine inquity 3 Every man hath ſome 
fin of his own, which he is moſt inclinable 
to,leaſt able to refifi, and lotheli to leave. 
This he drags cach prayer before God, 
and crics, Lord it thou loveſt me, ſtrike 
here, This fin he profecutes with prayers 
and tears,and all good means belide,fore- 
layes it in cool blood,and with continual 
preventing contrivances diſappoints , 


croſlcs, intercepts, aud by degrees ttarves 
it to death, 


And 
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upon Uprightneſs, 

And as no fin is ſo dear as to ingrati- 
ate with him, ſo no fin ſo ſmall, but his 
ftomack riſes at it 3 and henceit is, that 
the upright man hath not fo wide a ſwal- 
low, as other men of large and firained 
Conſeiences, and ſo meets with many an 
hypocrite in his diſh; becauſe he would 
hate the Appearance of Evil, as he hates 
the Appearance of the Devil, but ſtill he 
hates his own ſins more than others, and 
thoſe as much as any, which no body 


ſees but himfclt. 


2. He loves All his Duty ; he is neither 
af aid to know, nor aſham'd to own all 
his duty: By this the Lord meaſures In- 
tegrity 1 King. 9. 4, And if thou wilt 
walk before me, as David thy Fatber walk- 
ed in integrity of heart and in uprightneſs, 
to do according to all that I have command- 
ed thee; Here's the juſt Standard of fince« 
rity. For can the holy wiſe and juſt God 
appoint any thing uureaſonable or un- 
comfortable for his own creature , his 
dear child to perform: Alas! All bis 


wayes are mercy and truth, and all his 
Lawes tend to his ſervants good. What 
harſher Law in appearance than that 
Matth. 5. 29. If thy right ee, if thy right 
band off end thee, plnck, it out, ent it off. 
or; pours epi D 3 And 


-36 


A plain diſcourſe 


And yet if any of you had an eye that 
were alwayes leading you into pits and 
precipices, to drown and deltroy «you, 
would not you have it out ? it you had an 
hand that were alwayes running into 
the fire, and you could not keep it out, 
would not you hack it off £ why,it is no 
other cyc or hand, the Goſpel hath a 
quarrel with, but thoſe that would lead 
int6 ruine, run you into hell : and how 
reaſonable and ncceflary is it to be rid of 
ſuch * The upright man is convinced of 
this, and ſo he knows nothing in Reli- 
gion but what he likes Some things 
may gratc upon his carnal appetite, yet 
he loves them dearly. Now an hypocrite 
is quite another man like a ſorry Schol= 
{ar in a hard Chapter, he skips over the 
hard words and makes nothing of them 3 
whereas the well taught (chollar will 
ſpell and labour at them, and rather yen- 
ture a whipping than $skip over them : 
So is it between the hypocrite and the 
uprightin the duties of Chriſtianity. An 
hypocrite runs ſmoothly on” in divers 
Religious cxerciſes, till he meets with 
Cme coſtly, bard, or bidden duties, and 

exc he ſtands fiock-ſiill ; he conſiders 
: it there i5 no credit or profit, but only 
. n5Or-peril, to be got, and: preſently: 
4 | Skips 
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upon Uprightneſs, 3y 
skips over theſc hard words, . and neither 
loves nor obeys; whereas the upright 
man finding his duty, bides by it, 
dwells upon it, and will deny h:mſe/f ere 
he will deny his dzty, It God will have gy. 
me love mine enemies, I will love them? un; MR 
If he will have me forſake this company ui & ſub. 
or courſe that I am taken with, I will Pittemus 
freely leave them; If he will have me ——_— 

: ' nobis 

pray, yea and faſt too, no duty ſhall be efſent col 
ſo bard, but I will do it 3 no ſtu ſo ſweet, a radars. 
but I will leave it, with my whole heart 2d Occo- 
and my whole ſoul. We have both theſe Jampadium 
in that tryingverſe,P/.1 19.128. 7 herefore 

Tejteem all thy precepts concerning all things 

to be r1ght, and ] hateevery falſe way. Each 

word is a ſacred touchiione.| Therefore 7Ic 

is faidverſe 126. Wicked men make void the 
Law.That's fo tar from carrying the up- 

right man down the fiream,t hat therefore 

he loves it the more:he knows it cannot 

but be excellent, that ſuch men hate. 

Is the Sabbath generally broken £ he is 

ſtricter in obſerving it. Are oathes more 

frequent ? he abhors them the more, Is 

true Picty hated and hiſt out of, the 

world ? hisheart and houſe thall more 

throughly imbrace it. (1 efteem ] I can- 

not obſerve thy precepts as I would, but 

| I dodearly value them. The leaft of thy 

OP | D 3 Laws 
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Laws is more unto me, than thouſands 
of Gold and Silver. | I eſteem thy precepts] 
] do not only eſicem the Truths of the 
Bible ,the Hiſtories in the Bible,the Pro- 
miſes of the Bible, but I eftcem thy Pre- 


cepts,thoſe that ct out my work, as well 
as thoſe that hold out my Keward.( And 


all theſe thoſe that are againſt my nature 
and intereſt and cuſtome, as well as thoſe 
that agreeable to my nature and cuſtome, 
and (ubſervient to my intereſt, They 
areall wiſe, holy and good. Thy word 
zs very pure; therefore thy ſervant loves it, 
And I cſftcem all thy precepts (concernizg 
all things to be rigbt. ) Thoſe precepts 
that give rules for my bargaznes as well as 
for my hearing , that controule me at 
my meat, as well as thofe that dire& me 
in my prayers ; they are all right and 
good. (And T bate every falſe way.) I 
do not ſay, I eſcape and miſs them all 
(happy if I could) but I hate them, and 
he that hates fin will avoid it, as much 
as he can, And that every (falſe way) 
] ſee they are falſe wayes, neither direct- 
ed by my God, nor leading to him, and 
therefore I hate them all. And this is an 
upright man, he is Vniverſally Religious. 


SEC T- 


upon Uprightneſs, 
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SECT. 1x. 


3" AN upright man labours after Con- 
ſtant Religion. His (anCtity is a 
ſecond Nature in him, now that which is 
aatural is conſtant ; There 1s great dit- 
ference between the natural heat of an 
healthy man, and the preternatural heat 
of an Ague; ſuch is the difference be- 
tween the true Saint and the hypocrite , 
An hypocrite may have ſome fits ofPiety, 
but they are adventitious, they flow 
from ſome out ward cauſc,and according - 
ly they laſt but fora while; aud when 
that caule ceaſeth, (ſuppoſe ſome tharp 
judgment fear'd or felt, ſome qualm of 
Conſcience, or ſhallow Sexmon-tick- 
neſs) then a cold fit follows, as bad or 
worſe than bcfore.; alas, it was preter- 
natural, it was no habit, but the upright 
man hath a confiant heat, he feares al- 
wayes and maintains coxſtant duty, though 
he cannot keep equal heat thercin. 

And here's the difference between the 
znconſtancy of an upright man and of an 
hypocritezthe z#conſtancy of the hypocrite 
is in the Szbſftaxce of the duty it felt 
onc while he prayes, another while he 
reſiraincs 
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reſtrains prayer;one while he is ſtrict and 
cautious, and ſhortly looſe and careleſs 
whereas the upright man keeps on 1n the 
courle of his duty, though he cannot do 
it alwayesaltke; he praycsand would not 
be hircd from it, though the thread of his 
prayers be uneven: there may be remifnes 
in it,but not anintermiſhon of it : there's 
conſtant Religion, though not equal 
Religion. The hypocrite makes a Cloak, 
of his Religion, which he puts on and 
off, as it ſervcs his purpoſe 3 the upright 
man Wweares it as his every day clothes, 
and puts not off his integrity, till he dye, 
There may. be ſome Parentheſes 1a his 
Holy courſe, wherein vanity and lin may 
be written, { too many of thefe God 
knows in the beſt mans heart and life) 
bur ſtill the ſentence runs current ; the 
ſence and {cope of his heart runs Heayen- 
ward ; whereas on the contrary the, full 
ſence of an hypocrites heart is to pleaſe 
ox promote himſclt; though there may 
be ſome parentheſes of Religion, no part 
of the {cope of his ſoul : you have their 
charader, Pſal. 978. 36, 37. Neverthe- 
leſs they did flatter bim with their mouth, 
and they lyed to bim with their tongues : 
for their heart was not right with bim, 
| Et neither 


upon Uprightneſs. 

neither were they ſteadfaſt in his Covenant, 
No greater ftign of a rotten heart, than a 
fuadamental unſtedfalineſs in the. Co- 
venant of God, when a man is rul'd by 
times and companies to ſhew good or 
evil, this mans heart is not right with 
God, 

Its true, a tempeſt may bend the 
boughs of aliving tree, or perhaps the 
tree it ſelf, if the ſtorm be great 3 but 
they return to their ſtraightneſs, they 
come to themſclves, but the rotten ſticks 
and branches are broken and overturn'd; 
zult ſo, ſome firong temptation may drive 
an upright man out ot his honeſt way; 
but he ſoon returns, and-by mending his 
pace, makes amends for his fiumbling, 
Three Scriptares give the upright 
man his chara@er, concerning this mat- 
ter. Proverbs 28. 14. Happy us the 
man that feareth alwayes. To be at- 
wayes afraia looks like a milexable 
like among men, but to have ever a m4 
king eze, and careful heart for tear of fin 
15 No More a Miſery, than to walk or ride 
with a vigilant regard to prevent a fall; 
this tcar 15 not troubleſome or vexatious 
at all,hee's an happy man that uſes it, & 
no wile man will count the other happy, 
for going running, riding without tear 
Or 
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or wit in danger every moment to break |: 
his bones. Again, Hof, 12.6. Keep wer- ' 
cy aud judgment, and wait upon thy God | 


continually, The whole life of a fincere 
Saint isa continual waiting upon God 3 
whatever his work be,w hoever his com» 
pany, where-ever he goes, whenever he 
cats or drinks, yet in all theſe he waites 
upon his God, and ſerves the will of his 
heavenly Father. And agreeable to this is 
the other paſſage, Prov. 23. 17. Be thow 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long. 
Moſt emphaticall both for the duty 
commanded , and for the term of the 
duty, both moſt appoſite to ſet out an 
upright man. The fear of the Lord, that 
15, univerſal Religion, be thox in this, 
more than if he had ſaid, let the fear of 
the Lord be 7x thee ; be ſurrounded with 
it, ſwallowed up in it. And then, this 
all the day long, not only a fit of Religi- 
on at thy praycrsin the morning and a- 
nother at night, but work and walk, 
cat and drink in it all the day long, yea 
all thy life long, which is but a long 


day, 


The Religion of an hypocrite 15 like a 
#iring horſe , which may go apace in 
the morning, and ſhew much mettal for 
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a while 3 but the upright man, though 
more ſoberly, yet goes more conſtantly , 
and in this ſenſe «that is moſt true, 
Prov. 10 9+ He that walks wprightly, 


' walks ſurely. You ſhall tinde this man 


with ſavoury thoughts in his heart at 
#00n, with Ejaculations at his work, and 
there is a coherence between his duties 
and his life. Ina word, and fo Ile end 
this point, the Upright man hath foxr 
Walks towards God, which will (et 
him forth to the lite, 


x. The upright man walks Before God: 
Gen. 17. 1. Walk before me, and be thor 
perfett, or upright. And that is whereby 
the upright man habitually al wayes, and 
acinally as much asin him lies, Sets the 
Lord alwayes before bim, and ſtill thinks 
and ſpeaks and acts, as if he lookt on, 
weighing not only the matter but the 
manner, and motives of his waycs, aCc- 
quitting himſelf (till to his God, 2 Cor. 
2.17. As of ſittcerity as of God, in the 
fight of .God ſpeake we in Chriſt. Happy 
for ever that Miniſter, that can call God 
to record on his foul, that as no errours 
corrupt his DodGrine, fo no baſe ends 
corrupt his heart 3 but that he preaches 
Chriſis 
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Chriſts will ſincerely, as if the Lord him- 
{elf lookt on, 


2. The upright man walks With God.$o 
Enoch Gen. 5. 22. And Enoch walked 
with God, Thatis, ſo to live, as it the 
Holy God were in perſon walking with 
you 0# earth, or as if you were walking 
with himin Heaven, If God ſhould wviſi- 
bly walk with you on earth, as he was a 
while with Abrabam, O with with what 
humility, GndGity watchfulneſs, love, 
and fear would you continually live? 
what an humble and ferious regard 
would you have towards him ? 'much 
more if you were to walk a while with 


himin Heaven : what a frame would 


you there be in ? why this ſence hath 
walking, with God, which no man hath 
Skill of ſave the upright man ; he is con- 
ſtantly religious. 


3. The upright man walks After God, 


| Deu.13.4.Te ſhall walk after the Lord your 


God, and fear bim, and keep his Com- 
mandments, andobey big voice; Where 
he can fee his God walk before him, like 
a dutiful child, he will though not £qurs# 
peſcibus walk after him as faſt as he gan » 
This was the praiſe of Caleb, Numbers 
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14. 24. that he followed God fully, That 
word [ am the Lord thy God, naakes every 
tbou ſhalt of his, and every Thou ſhalt 
0t,acceptable to an upright man. Come, 
ſayes God, here's a work | mufthave 
done, here thou muſt give, here for- 
give, here's a Saint muſt be loved for his 
own fake, here's a finncr muſi thou love 
and pitty for my ſake. Ready ( Lord) 
ſaith the upright man, by thy grace it 
ſhall be done, this is to follow God fully, 
this is to walk after God. 

4. The upright man walks Like God, 
1 John 2.6. Hethat ſaith be abideath in 
him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, evex 
as he walked. Now how did our Lord 
Feſws walk, when he was upon earth ? 
why, a mirrourand pattern of all hnmi- 
lity, juſtice, Charity, meeknels, ſelf-de- 
nial. Think often when you are cating 3 
how did Chiiſt order his meales ? 
do ] give thanks like him? diſcourſe 
at table like him? think often when 
you are hearing and praying 3 did he 
hear and pray in ſuch a manner as I do ? 
How would , he carry himſclt amon 
ſuch neighbours? how would he inſtru 
and guide this Family ? how would he 
bear and improve thele reproaches wants 
and troubles 7 how would he appear for 
God 
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God is in ſuch company ? how would 
he ſanctifie the Sabbath * how would * 
he deal with fuch parents, ſuch children , 
if he wercin my place, how quict? when 


proyokt ? how chaſt, when tempted ? 
how jult and trac in his dealings f how 
cautious of others names, and how con - 
tent with his own eſtate. Put him often 
into your caſe and remember, if ever you 
will live with him, you mult live like bim; 
And by this fruitful and g 951 |'r:y > 1 

ſhew, that God is upright, and that there 
i no unrighteouſneſs'in him Pſal.29, laſt: 


— 
—— 


SECTION. X. 


ANd thus I have opened in ſome poor 

meaſure an upright heart, By all 
which { dearly Beloved) you may ſee the 
Abſolute neceſſity of Regeneration:T mean, 
the through change of the heart from 
the ſtate nature to the fiate of grace, For 
certainly mans heart by nature is falſe 
and far from this uprightneſs deſcribed, 
How can the ſoul receive Chriſt Feſus as 
ke is offered in his Goſpel, or ne 

c 
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J ſc}f to him without Regeneration ? how 
S can the heart ofa finful child of Adam, 


be cither fingle, or ſound, or pure, or 
perfect, or plain without Regeneration? 
what man will ſtudy, or practiſe Inward, 
Univerſal and conſtant Religion till he 
be Regencrated £ Who will walk Before 
God, With God, Aftcr God, Like God, 
betore his heart be changed ? Alas theſe 
things are neither conceived by the 
mind, nor received by the will of a na- 
tural man « Heis zgnorant in them and 
an enemy to them, O Sirs, you muſt be 
new creatures, ctſ{call our treatie ftands 
tor nothing : we mult Gill begin here, 
and can parly no further with you, un- 
leſs you yield in this. Will-ye be rexewed 
in the Spirit of your mind 5 Would you 
give all the world fora new Heart ? till 
then you are but rotten at the heart, you 
walkin a vain ſhew ; for all your talk a- 
gainlt hypocrites, you are crrand hypo- 
crites, and ſhall be condemned as ſuch, 
when thoſe you have fo reproach't, ſhall 
be your judges and openly honoured be- 


I fore Angels and men, Thoſe poor Mor- 
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decaies thall be royally arrayed, and you 


2 like proud Hamas ſhall (ec it tothe brea- 
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To prevent this, O learn this one Leſs 
ſon, Sound Converſion, which is but re- 
ftoring that image you loſt in Adam, 
Your bones were all put out of joynt by 
that fall, this is the painful pluck that 
puts them in joint again. Would not 
any man abidea paintul pluck, to ſetone 
bone in joynt ?* OSirs, abide one pluck 
to bring all your ſoul into frame ag ain : 
you mult be zew men, elſe you cannot be 
#pright men 3 you mult be in. Chriſt, be- 
fore you can walk like him. Your Reli- 
gion 15 but skin-deep till the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made an holy change. 


And therefore for the Lords ſake, and 
for your ſouls fake ſtudy this point into 
pradiſe.Give no {oun dileep to you reyes 
while you are ſuch near neighbours to 
Kell ; your temperate, juſt, and honeſt 
behaviour may make your fall the ſofter, 
but without holineſs you muſt never ſee 
the Lord; and a carnal heart can never 
be holy and upright without Regexerati- 
on; And fo far concerning the firk part 
of uprightneſs which reſpe&s God, vþ- 
rightneſs of Heart. 
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| Upright- 
T He ſecond part of Uprightneſs re- OO 

ſpecs Man, which is Uprightneſs of Life; Its 
life; which  Necellitys 


I. Maſt be with the former > elle the 
other is but like a candle in a dark 
lanthorn, which burns away to no pur= 
pole. This is the very Sinew of humane 
Society, and makes men happy in one 
another. Itis ſuch an excellent thing 
that they who never praiſe it, yet al- 
wayes pretend to it. The vericlt knaves 
abhor to be fo called, and would be re- 
puted and ſtiled honeſt and upright men. 
And that milt needs be amiable which 
all men commend, and neceſſary which 
no (ociety can fubliſt without ; So that 
there abides a Crows of honour tor aDorwn- 
right Heathen, as well asa Crown of glory 
for an Upright Chriſtian : and there will 
be an eaſter puniſhment tor thole (1 may 
call them) Chriſtian-Pagans, than for a» 
bundance of our P4741 Chriſtians, 
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2. This Uprightneſs of life iz inot ſuffi - 
ofent bed 04. bk good but not 
goodenough, To bea faſt friend to men, 
and a broken bow to God, will yield you 
little comfort. Y ct how many fit down 
here, and think themſelves well? would 
not ſteal a ſhoe latchet from their ncigh- 
bour for a world, and yet make no Con- 
ſcience of ficaling from God his Honour 
and his Day. That would. not wrong 
their Brethrens Name by any reproach 
for a world, and yet make no bones of 
wronging the Name of the great God, and 
take it in vain day by day. The ſquareneſs 
of your ac9us may crown you with re- 


putation;but the raztenneſs of your hearts 


will leave you in condemnation, by that 
God that trieth the hearts and reines, 
As in the Law, without blood there was 
a0 remiſſion, {0 in the Goſpel, without 
Oyl there is no admiſſion into the King- 
dome of Heaven, Civility and Sandity 
are two things, 


3. Thi uprightneſs of life cannot be 
without that wprightneſs of heart.It loſeth 
in truth its name aud nature for want of 
a principle, For that which is truly good 
multi have all its cauſes, which this wants. 
It is a common experiment, that m—_ 
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will not aſcend above its ſpri ng without 
a violence upon nature and its as true 
that no mans a&tions can carry an higher 
level ghan the fozentain of them 3 fo that 
to make the life upright, you muſt begin 
at the heart, and firſt make the Tree good 
and then the fruit will be good alſo, 

Now this UVprightneſs of Life u the exe 
aft agreement of a mans words aud ations 
with an honeſt aud upright heart, When 
the life is the piczre of the heaxt, and 
there is a bleſſed harmony between the 
. frame of the ſoul within, and the courſe 
" of the life without; when a man doth not 
frame his lifc,to gratitic the company,or 
ſerve the.times he lives in, or the corrupt 
humours of others, or any car nal endsof 
his own, but his heart is fincere, and fo 
are his words and. deeds. . .Not that we 
expect an ablolute exacnels here; the 
uprighteſt man on earth hath enough to 
humble and afli& him ; but for the main, 
there is no known ordinary and willing 
ſwerving. of his courſe from his frame 
within, nor of that from the holy will of 
God. And herein allo we (hall conſider, 
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1.T'Hc Nature or Being of Uprightne(s 
$.12 of lite ſhines 
; The Na- 1. In Simplicity, Prov. 28, 6.18.Better 
1 +> zs the poor that walketh in bis his /nte+ | : 
'_ = CLife grity than he that is Jerverſe in his wayes, 
l, though rich, The word for wayes in; both 
verſes is D#al, and intimates two wayes. 
An hypocrite is a man with two wayes. 
The one he goes in, the other he' ſeemes 
togo in. The poor upright man hath 
but one way, and that's better than'them 
both. 2 Cor, 1.12, For our rejoycing is 
this,the teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in 
ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſh- | 
ly wiſdome, but by the grace of God, we | 
h ve had our Converſation 1n the world, 
When this Apoſtle was traduc'd by men, 
yet this afforded him not only content 
but joy, to wit, the teſtimony of bis Con- 
ſcience. An hypocrite may have quiet 
ſp in his Conſcience, but an upright man 
hath 2 Teſtimony in his Conſcience : He 
| carries every whereLetters Teftimonial in 
his boſom. And why all this joy?that we 1 7 
have had our converſation in ſimplicity, * r 
As our eas have been ſingle in A” 3 r 
tag 
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the Goſpel, fo our Lives have not been 
double : The drift of our preaching and 
lives hath been the ſame : Happy that 
Preacher that can here ſubſcribe his 
hand. 

This Simplicity of an upright man, 
makes him {ometimes the Subjed of loſs, 
and ſometimes the Objed& of ſcorn. Fob 


12. 4. Thejnſt upright-man is laughed t0 
ſcorn, and many a Simpleton he is called ;, 


yet he goes on and carries it in the end. 
His great confideration is, What i my 
duty according to that Prov. 4.-25. Let 
thine eyes look ſtraight on,a ud let thine eye- 
lids look ſtraight before thee, That is, with- 
out {quinting at evenrs, oy how it will 
pleaſe, or whom it will loſe, he is re- 
ſolved to live and dyc in-his duty. Mi- 


{ tiake me not, as if Pradexce and Inteprity 


could not dwell together; certainly they 
may and ought. His fimplicity only ex- 


| cludes the ſubtlety of the Fox, which 


ftands in bcing cunning t» do /milchiecf, 
not the wiſdom of the Serpent,which tiands 
in carefully avoiding it, 


2. Uprightneſs of Life Rands in Purity, 


) Prov, 16. I7. The high way of. the Up- 
* right, is to depart from evil. Ais ulual 
* roadis as far from the broad- way as ever 


he 
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he can; and his care: herein ſometimes 
carries him rather too far, upon - which 
account his Conſcience breeds more ſcru- 
ples then other mens, that can ſwal- 
low any thing that comes to hand : but 
his integrity in other things apologizeth | 
for him to all wiſe meu,and at lealt brings 
him off with peace and comfort. And 
this very thing hath brought upon very 
many of theſe upright men, the badge of 
g Puritan, which 15 by too many appli- 
ed to ſubyert lincere holineſs, and to caſt 
an odizm on downright Chriſiianity,aad 
the practiſe of that we all proteſs. Sure [ 
am, the Scripzxre opens. Heavens gates 
to none, but thoſe whole -lives are pure 
Jnd holy,Pſal. 24. 4. Who foall eſcendin- 
to the hill of tbe Lord? and who ſhall ftand 
14 bis boly place? He that hath clean bands 
«nd a prre heart, &c, Hence, the upright 
man dare not mingle with thoſe vain 
footeries, yvitious exceſſes or ſuſpitious re - 
creations that men of devafted Conſcien- 
ces are drowned in; nor can.all the good 
nature that's in him, nor imporiunity of 
neighbours, or kindred, draw him to ſuch 
company, or courſes that would ſting his 
Conſcience when he ſhould ſleep. 3 except 
God leaves him to himſelt ſometimes, to 
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- This Uprightneſs of Life, ſhines in 
the Perfettion of bis Life. Underſtand- a 
Perfeionof parts , eagh part of him is 
ſincere. See that Iſa. 3J. 14. Fearfulneſs 
bath ſurprized the bypocrite : who among 
#s ſhall dwell with devouring fire? Who 
among #s ſhall dwell with everlaſting burn- 
ings? thatis, (t and before the holy juſt 
and upright Fehovah ; who.can approach 
him when he executes [adgments here, 
or paſſes final ſentence hereafter ? when 
all hypocrites ſhall be in a fright, when 
their cobweb-coverings ſhall tall off, and 
they mult ſtand naked, (like ſo many 
cheats on a. pillory) before God, Angels 
and Men : who then ſhall ſtand with 
comfort and confidence ? Mark verſe 15. 
He that walketh righteouſly, Chis feet 
walk uprightly) and ſpeaketh {uprightly, 
(carries an upright tongue) deſpiſes the 
gain of oppreſſions (keeps an vpright beart 
in him) that ſhakes bis bandy from bold- 
ing bribes, ( both his hands are upright 
too) that ſtops bis ears from bearing of 
blood, (his cars are tipt with integrity) 
and ſhuts his eyes from ſezing evil, ( he 
looks with an upright eye. Thus,you ſee 
he is upright all over. Let him deal with 
friends or enemies, with godly or un+ 


/ godly, with wiſe or toolith,' you may 
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truſt him,for he ſtands in awe of his God, 
and of Himſtlf, He hath not oze heart for 
his Religion, and axsther tor his bargaines 
and calling ; but ſtudies the Scripture 
and drives his life into it, as near as he 
can. This is to obcy Gods voice Indeed, 
And from this perteCtion flowes an excel- 
leat evenne(s of converſation, fo that 
Queen El:zabeths motto well becomes 
his lite, Semper eadem,Still the ſame, 


4. This Uprightneſs ſhines in the Plain- 
neſs of his Iife, There are tew Criticiſms 
in the lite of an upright man, Hee's plain 
and that's his prayer, Pſal. 27.11, Lora 
lead me in a plain path, that's my dehire. 
He hath no quirks, or tricks of legerde- 
main. If he cannot ſtand by plain deal-> 
ing, hec'l fall by it : when he trades and 
bargaines, though he be diſcreet and 
carctul, yet he is plain: When he rc- 
proves a fault or adviſes, he is ſober, wiſe 
and affectionate , ' but ſtill he is plain - 
his diſcourſe and Sermons though clabo- 
rate, yet ſtill plain. Among his very c- 
nemies though he be cautious and confi- 
derate, yet there he is plain alſo: Lead me 
1 a plain path becauſe of mine enemies. 
He 15 like Him, that wiſht his body were 
made of Chry/tal, that his fincerity might 

be 
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be tranſyarent. Such was that Mztyr, 

whom the perſecutors requir'd 10 ditcover 
his companion, whom they wer proſe. 
cuting, promiling to him his 6wn lite {or 
the diicevery, and fo either by 4&:ying 
his knowledge of the place of his tncnds 
abode, or by betraying it, he might have 
ſaved his own life's after a little pautc, 
breaks out into theſe words, Mentiri non 
poſſum, prodere uolo, 1 cannot lyc, ard. ] 

will not betray him and fo laid down 
his lite, to ſave one of the Brethen, Here 
was an upright man, that would nor tell 
alye to lave a lite, that had rather dye 
than /ye, He will be plain, though hc 
tuficr tor it. Bur how generally is this 
plainncf(s banifht out ot the world ? e- 
very man almolt walking ina vain ſhew, 
diſguiting their intentions, looking one 
way and rowing another, that the Tro- 
picks are not more diltaut, than moſt mens 
intcntions arc trom their Actions, And 
{0 1 come to the 065je& about which this 

vprightucfs of lite 15 convertant, 
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SECT. XIII. 


II, He Object of an Upright life tol- 
lows, which is 
I: Words. 
2, Deeds or Actions. 

1.The Upright man is ſincere in his words, 
Pſal 15. 2, He walketh uprightly and ſpeak- 
eth thetruth inbis beart, His heart is in- 
diting a good matter, and thereof his 
tongue is as the pen of a ready writer, 
And indeed that is the genuine uſe of 
words,to be the interpreters of the heart 
and mind, And therefore that is a black 
brand ſet on our Neighbour Nation, that 
they uſe not to ſing as they prick, nor to 
read a5 they write, nor to ſpeak as. they 
think ; which if true would render their 
ſociety more intollerable, than the brutes 
themſelves, The upright man perhaps 
cannot ſpeak elegantly but he can ſpeak 
truly ; he cannot flouriſh his letters, but 
hecan write a plain Secretary z and his 
words you may beleive,more than others 
oathes. If you would fce a fuller view 
of him as who would not delight in ſuch 
Fl 
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a Gght? theſe Foyles will (ct him off, 


1. An upright man is a greater bater of 
Flattery, He cannot abide to be either 
ave or paſſive in it. He rather defares to 
know the worſt of himſelf than to hear 
the beftz for that oper rebuke is better tha 
ſecret love, and he knowes that unjult 
praiſes are more dangerous than unjult 
ſlanaers, And then for others, if he mighe 
get all-the Town by it, he cannot give 
flattering Titles to any man, or extol any 
thing in any body, for his own ends. 
How fair an opportunity had Mzcszab, 
to have gain'd his liberty, and the tavour 
of two potent Kings, it he conld have 
ſooth'd Abab in his vanity ? bucepriſon 
orng priſon, he could not flatter. How 
ealily might Paxl have come off bctore 
Fel:x, with a ſmooth oration, if he had 
lJearn'd to have courted him and his Dr#- 
fills with a Panegyrick of praiſe ?, but hc 
rather choſe to tpeak of Temperance Righ- 
teouſneſs and Judgment to come 3 10 to 
ſave them, rather than ſooth them in 
their lins, 


'Tis true, he loſes many an one by this 
plaindealing, whom hemight have kept 
by his flattery; but cheſe are better loſt, 
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thankept, Fob 32.22, 1 know xot, ſaith 
Eliha , to give flattering titles, in ſo doing 
my Maker would ſoon take me amay. 
Taieſe acts are below a man, much more 
below a Chriſtian ; ani generally there 
is #nſoendneſs in the heart, or baſeneſs in 
the ends of thoſe that uſe them, Its true, 
a man may without any breach in his up- 
rightne(s, give another his due praiſes, 
when there 1s juſt-occation fo to'do ; but 
to exceed bounds herein, and that out 
of any baſe delign, of procuring the like 
again, or for worldly profit 1s. very, far 
from true ſincerity. A falſe heart and a 
flattering tongue uſually go together Pro, 
26. 23. Burning lips and.a wicked beart, 
are like a potſheard cover'd over with ilver 
droſs, No man fo likely to have a tongue, 
and a tongue , as he that hath an heart 


an and heart. 


2. An npright mau js a great bater of 


Lying. A in that is dire&ly contrary to 


the nature of ſixcerity, I may not inlarge 


on the kinds or aggravations of this 
ſin : whole Sermons, yea Volumes are 
little enough to overthrow it, it 1s fo 
common and ſo dangerous. If a lye will 


ſave their credit, few will loſe it 5 ifa' 


lye will gain any thing,few will fit down 
by 


upon Uprightneſs, 

by loſs 3 if a lye will ſhelter one from a- 
nothers anger, thouſands will venture 
the diſpleaſure of the Eternal God, before 
thatof a filly worm; and chufe to have 
their Head broken, that their Helmet 
may be ſpared. O the woful havock of 
mens Conſciences by this tin ! now 
an upright man abhors a lye , he 
knowes that the God of trath delires 
truth in the inward parts, and hath in 
him a particular Antipathy to this fin. 
Dreſs it in what clothes you will, call it 
a jeſting lye,an officionslye, what lye you 
will ; he likes it not , his heart riſes 
againlt it, Pſal. 119. 163 T hate and ab- 
hor lying, two words for tailing, to ſhew 
his great hatred of this fin. Beit with 
him or againſt him the upright man will 


ſpeak the truch, Whereas an hypocritc. 


as he is nothing elſe but a Lye, ſo he can 
ſwallow them as falt as occalion ſerves. 
Poor man ! thou wouldſt not ſpeak it, if 
the man that ſtands by thee ſaw into thy 
heart, and kow dareſt thou ſpeak it, 
when the holy and true Nod fees into 
thy heart, avd can choke thee with thy 
diſlembling words ? 


3 9 An #pright m.iy hates 2ll Equivo@- 
tions and mental Reſervatious, That 5, 
he 


& 
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he ſpeaks his words in a ſenſe that he 
would have them conſtrued in, and keeps 
no part of a ſentence in his mind,to con - 
tradict what he pronounced with his 
mouth, eſpecially with an intent to in- 
Jure another. Such was that jugling trick 
we rcad of Cydias, that being betruſted 
by Archetimus with a ſum of money, af- 
terwards flatly denies it. There being no 
witneſs to prove the truth, Cydias is 
ſummon'd to his,Oath before the Altar, 
and a great Aﬀembly z he quilts the 
money in his ſtaffe, and going to take his 
Oath, gives Archetimus his ltaffe to hold 
the while, and then confidently ſweares 
he had given him back his money : But 
this deceit laſted not long, for Archetz- . 
mus (ceing his perjury, in a rage throws 
down his Raffe it breaks and the fraud 
is found. And (uch js the uſual iflue of 
ſuch Equivocations, The upright man 
hath no $kill at this ; he knowes if the 
plain truth will not bear him out, theſe 
cunning ſhifts never can, My brethren, - 
it beſcems not the plain-heartednels of a 
Chriſtian to ſpeak like the Delpbian Org- 
cle, to be underſtood in two contrary ſen- 
CES. 
The Romans thernſelves would not ſo 
: much 
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much as hear thoſeEmbaſſadors that were 
painted, ſaying, how ſhall we beleive them 
whoſe very face and looks do Ilye f An 
upright man if he do not ſpeak all bis 
heart,yet will ſpeak according to his beart, 
He loves not to walk with a dark lant- 
horn, much leſs to deal with falſe lights 
bur plain and.genuine are his expreflions 
without, and fair and candid is his heart 
within. 
v. NW 

4. An upright man greatly bates Pro- 
maſe breaking, whether it be to God or 
men. A great note of integrity in 7eph- 
thah, Fudg. 11. 35. I have opened my 
month to the Lord, and I cannot go back, 
It was a raſh vow, but conſcience of the 
Obligation brake all other confiderations,, 
which in his caſe might have been many, 
ard he choſe rather to have his very 
heart broken, than his word, It isenough 
tor a ſubtle Politian, to have Diſtindions 
and Evaſions ready to help himſelt out of 
the (iraighteſt bonds, the upright man 
delights not after vows to make inquiry, 


Well adviſed every man ſhould be, be- 
tore he binds himſeltin any thing to the. 
Loxd, but when his ſoul is faſt, let him 
bevery well adviſed, how he relcaſes 
Rim. 


5 
Fr 
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relexics himitlf; for there is nothing 
dota mor? proſtitute the- Conſcience, 
and utterly undo men, than being faſt 
and lvole With God in ſacred vows and 
promiſe 


The ſam? abhorrence hath the upright 
man of brerking his word with men ; and 
there upon his word is as good as his boxd. 
It he bids ſo much tor a commodity, he 
ſeldom: thrinks but gives itz if he bar- 
g1ine to his prejudice, yet he changes xott 
the ſcarcene(s of the thing, the riling of 
the market cannot prevail with him, to 
'reſcind his punFual agreement z whe- 
ther he gain or loſe, he will not loſe his 
honeſty nor his reputation. - O what. a 
Golden age would return uuto uz, it men 
were but plain in their dealing, and pun- 
&aal m their performances #7 and unwor- 
thy is it for a man, a Chriſtian min to 
be ſo vile, that no body can bclieve him, 
nor traſt him. How will that Atilizs 
Rezulns riſe up in judgment and con- 
demn this generation, who being priſo- 
ner at Carthage, and aſſur'd of his own 


death, if he fail'd in his negotiation 3 was 


ſet at liberty to ettecta peace at Romezup- 
on the tingle ſecurity of his own word, 
to return if he tail'd to procure it ;-but 

| {ach 
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Z ſuch was his p«blick ſpirit, that he effe- 
D Gually difſwaded his Countrymen from a 
- peace,aſluring them of a certain conqueſt; 


and ſuch the integrity of his ſpirit, that 
after this, he fairly return'd and accept- 
cd of a cruel death, rather than infringe 
" his word. Ten thouſand pities ſuch he- 
d roick acs ſhould be loſt, for want of a 
right principle; and ten thouſand ſpewmes, 
C } that Chriſtians ſhould break their word 
. for a groat, while Pagans will not do it 
for their lives. 


A SECT . HIF, 


& $.14, 
oo FEcondly, An upright man, is ſincere in Upriche. 

D bis Deeds or Afitons, Iſa: 33. 15. He _ oY 
1, walketh righteouſly,as well as ſpeaketh up- el 
's | rightly. As his words area true Commen- 
I- | tary upon his heart, fo his ations are a 
>= | true Expoſition upon his words. Whatſo- 
n ever Office or Relation he ſtands in he 


5 | adornes it with integrity. The upright . 
A Fudge, when he puts on his Robes, puts 
I; } off his worldly relations. The upright; 


| Fuſtice of the Peace diſdaining to be __ 
| F - by 
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by favour or drives by fear beſides his 
duty. The upright Connſellour will not 
plead, when his Toxgze is confuted by his 
Conſcience, The uphgh Furor, without 
all by reſpe&s, eſteem>he lealt grain of 
Evidence more weighty than a Tallent 
of Opbirs Gold, The upright Attwrney, 
when he perceives the cauſe to be a drop 
blown up by malice into a bubble, 
founds a retreat to his' Client, though 
he loſe thereby. The Upright Phyſitian 
will rather go with an empty purſe, 
than torture cither the body or purſe of 
his Patient without cauſe. The Upright 
Tradeſman will be upright in his words, 
upright in his weights, and upright (in 
his wares, and upright in his rates ) 
And the upright Minifter will put on 
his Thummim, ( that is, #prightneſ; a 
word derived from that in my Text) 
as well as Urim, and rather loſe the 


- love of ten by his | wr dealing, than the 


{ſoul of one by di 
fulneſs. 

Thus uprightneſs like a filyer thread is 
drawn through the whole courſe of the | 
fincere Chriſtian : and he that is upright | 
1s upright every where : And that I may | 
ſet out this holy courſe by its moſt pro- | 
per Oppoſites, | 

1: An 


mulation and unfaith- 
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1. An upright man is a great enemy to 
Craftineſs or Subtlety, Though he ftu« 
dies to be Wiſe, yet he delights not in 
Cunning.Craft is wiſdom degenerated, ic 
is wiſd om deveſted of honeſty. A tang 
of this was in that practiſe of Rebeccg, 
Gena, 37.35. toprocure the bleſling for 
Facob by a wile, But it coſt him many 
a (weating day.and many a froſty night: 
Guile and guilt go hand in hand Fob 15. 
5: Thy mouth utters thy iniquity, andthou 
chooſeſt the tongue of the crafty. Carnall 
policy was never friend to inward piety; . . 
though it fometimes weares Lambs wool! be owns & 
without, yct it is alwayes lin'd within ng ſects 
with the Foxes furre; Burt the truce and leta, tra- 
holy God diſappoints the deviſes of the Jatu-dura; 
crafty and drives the counſels of the fro- Py In. 
ward beadlong, Fob 5. 12. An upright-* 0 
man is clear in his thoughts, and though 


diſcreet, yet candid and fait in his deal- 


ings. And I doubt not to athrm, there 
is no lawful calling under Heaven, but 
may be managed without this finful 
craftineſls. Away then with that idle 
pretence, that without it few Tradeſmen 
can ſubfiſt, Curſed is that trade that 
cannot ſtand without fin , ſaith wortby 
Mr, Capel. Berter beg than fin, better 


tarve than damn. Wcltatc the integrity 
ES of 


as & 


68 


{ 


A plain diſcourſe 


of thoſe noble Athenians, who in their 


Plutarch jin War againſi the reſt of Greece, were told 


ArilÞ. 


by Themiſtocles, that he had a Stratagem 
againſi their encmics, but it was not to 
be told publickly - ſo they wifht him to 
tcll it to Ariſtides, Hetells him it was 
to (et the Arſenal on fire, where all the 
Ships of the Grecians lay. Ariſtides pre- 
ſently told the people, his deſign was in- 
deed Profitable,but not Juſt; jand there- 
upon it was expleded by them all: 
Certainly the greateſt wiſdom in the 
World is to be a right honeſt man. 


2. Aa upright man is a great enemy 
to Time-ſerving, There 1s a wiſe and 
faultleſs obſerving the times 3 the men 
of /ſſacber it ſhould ſeem were good at 
it, 2 Chron, 12.32. they bad underſtand- 
ing of the times #0 know what Iſrael ought 
0 do;Not only meant of weather-wi{dom 
by rural obſervations; but alſo that by 
DeduGion from former, they could make 
DireQions for future times : and ſo he is 
compar'd toan Aſs, Genef, 49. 14. for 
the ſtrength of his back,not the ſtupidity 
of his head, A point of great wiſdom to 
know what to do, according to the will 
»#f God, in every turn of Providence, or 

change 


F 
; 
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change of condition, and in every 
company We conic 1n. 


But there is a culpable Tempcrizing 
whena man hath ſo malter'd his Con- | jr... 4 
ſcience , and reduced it to that ready ophilus : 
flexiblene(s, that for worldly ends he can Biſhop of 
think, and ſpeak, and act, one way, this Alezan- 
day, this moneth, this year; and next wt who 
day,next month,next year another way, akon a 
can ſet his failes to every wind, pleaſe for his e. 
every body to profit or preſerve himſelf: ding and 
Can turn, return, overturn, axy turn to *Vingin 
ſerve his own turn. And this temper is nat on 
dirckly oppolite to that uprightne(s we for >, 7h 
are deſcribing. The upright man is de- fhoprick 
liberate in chufing and (etling his prin* he would 
ciples, but a thouſand worlds ſhall not eg 
alter him without ciear evidence in his Cham 
Conſcience.He is not a twining W3/low, znd then 
but a ſturdy Oakez and whether the *9 keep 
point he differ in, be ſmall or great, ifa ** 
matter of Conſcience, though he will Pac ro . 
not be factions, troubleſome, or uncha- ni. _ 
ritable; yet all the Rhetorick or Rigour 
on Earth, will not remove an-upright 
man from his courſe, till God do make 
the- buſineſs clear upon his Conſci- 


ences 
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How far the blaſt of temptation may, 
for a time, bend or bow a ſincere Chri- 
fiian, or how long, no man can deter- 
mine;; the beſt are fraile enough, and 


they who are moſt cenſorious ot others |} 


warpings, would perhaps fall more foul- 


ly, it they lived under their tcmptati- | 
ons : but this baſe obſcquiouſnels is no | 
part of the mans uprightneſs, when the | 


ſnaxe is broken, the ſincere man will 
come to himſelf,and there abide. 


2. An wpright man is a great enemy #0 


Defrauding of others. He that ſtudies ? 


that moſt rightcous Law, Mat: 7. 12. 
Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
to yew, doyealſo to them, and hath it 
written in his very heart,as that Heathen 
Emperor had it written in each room 
of his houſe, will abominate this moſt 
wretched pracqiſe. For which of you 
would be cheated, or defrauded by ano- 
ther ? Would you think it well to have 
a crack't cliate offered to you ? an un- 
found beaſt, or unproveable wares, im- 
poſed ypon you? a blear eyed Leah in- 
ſtead of a beautiful Rachel put upon you? 
you would condemn and diſhike it. Open 
the book of your own Conſciences, they 
will tell you that it is hateful tkercforc, 

to 
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to deal ſo with another. The upright 
man conſiders, that he 1s not born oncly 
to promote his own profit 3 that hc 
thould love his neighbour as bimſelf ; 
that all his bargaines and doings in the 
world, will be trycd again, and there- 
fore let others do as they will, fo will 
not he becauſe of the fear of God, Neb. 
5-15. He is one that hath laid this Law 
upon himſelf, rather to ſuffer the great- 
et injury, than to do the leaſt : and that 
becauſe he ſees more evil in the leaſt fin, 
than in the greateſt ſuffering, _ Beltdes 
the remembrance he hath, and the dread 
of that x Theſ. 4. 6. That no man go be- 
youd or defraud bis Brother in any matter, 
becauſe the Lord is the avenger of all ſuch. 
The Conſcience of his duty, and rooted 
liking of truth and <quity,. doth above 
all things ficer him in theſe matters.. He 
knowes that there js .as much honeſty 
in ſtealing the money out of his purſe, 
or robbing him by the way, as in a wal- 
ful cheating or defrauding him, and 
therefore he will not do it in anymar- 
ter, 
That God who will ftay for his own 
worſhip, till a man hath undone his in- 
jury, Matth, 5.23, 24. Leave tby gift as 
the Altar, &c. will never accept our 
: F 4 moſt 
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moſt zealous ſervice while we fleep 
with ſuch unjuſt gain. Alas | eſtates fo 
rais'd arelike that Eagles neft, that was 
conſum'd with fire, by the coal that 
came with the meat ſhe ſtole from the 
Altar; there is a fatal curſe comes with 
ſuch gain, that at length deſtroys all 
the reſt of a mans well-gottea gouds. 
Now uprightneſs ftands in a dire op- 

ofition to ſuch indired courſes. He 
Lnomeeghet he who hath clean hands, 
ſhall be ftronger 8nd ſtronger, Job17. 9. 
when on the other fide {to uſe a great 
Stateſmans Proverb)Froft and Fraud ſhall 
erdin Foul, | 


4+ An upright man(to finiſh the rude 
Draught of this Divine portrait ) is an 
enemy to all manner of Injuftice: whether 
in reſpect of Diſtributive , or Commuta« 
#zve Righteouſnels. If the Lord place 
him in Authority, he is the greatelt ha- 
ter of bribes, and the leaſt reſpeter of 
perſons, Iſa. 33. 15.He ſhaketh his bands 
from bolding of bribes, as if he were a- 
fraid to be burnt ix the band with them. 
He will never revenge his Przvate injury 
by the Pwblick, execution, nor heed this 
merit of the Perſon againſi the meritot 
the caxſe, It was the Encomium of Fa 
$45 5 bricins 
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bricius that famous Roman, that one 
might perſwade the $#x from its courſe, 
as Pon as divert him from his uprighc 
and honeſt dealing. Such 15 our upright 
man in office, blind to faces,deaf to cries, 
and dead to threats and promiſes, 


And thenjfor Commutative juſtice & 
dealing between man and man, you have 
his character before 3 he indeavours to 
Cleave an hair. & doth exerciſe himſelf to 
h.ve alwayes a Conſcience void of offence, 
towards all men, As 24,16. And fo 
heraiſcs an eſtate ſlowly, but he builds 
ſurely, as he goes, and the generation of 
theupright after bim ſhall be bleſſed. 

And thus you ſee his Profeſſion and his 
PraGiſe arc in the ſ2me tale, God helps 
him to ſpin an even thread through« 
out. He is the ſame in the campe below, 
for the main, as in the moxnt above; and 
there is a looking-glaſs in his words and 
actions, .through which you may ſee his 
heart. Its true this unbyaſſed and ſtead- 
faſt courſe occafions him often much 
trouble in the world, and he goes for a 
lingular, a preciſe, an obſtinate man 
wifkh them that know him not. And 


2 becauſc he will humour none, he is ot- 
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ten box't on both ſides, and findes.L 

vies obſervation true, Media via nec pa- 
rit amicor, nec tollit inzmicos ; his unpar- 
tial honeſty neither findes friends nor a- 
bates his enemies 3 | the uprighteft Ar- 
bitrators pleaſe neither party, ] yet for. | 
all this, the comfort of his Conſcience | 
feaſts him, and before the ſcexe be taken | 
| down, he ſhall loſe nothing by his inte- 
grity, Pſal. 37. 37. Merkiheperfeti man | 
nd behold the upright:for the end of that | 
man is peace, Mark heedfully this man, 
] but how can how can we know him? | 
Uprightneſs is a chara&er written out 
of mans fight and reading 3 why thus, |! 
where ever you find a mans words and | 
wayes upright, youarc bound to think | 
his heart is upright alſo. This 1s the 
Law of Charity, this is the Law of E- 
quity, But what will be the end of him? 


The End of that man is peace, He may 


meet with diſquiets in his beginning, © 
and troubles in the middle, but the End 
of that man is Peace : yea there is #9 end of 
that mans peace, For that God that will | 
not, that cannot lye,hath faid it,with the | 
apright man I will ſpew my ſelf upright, 7 
And thus at length you ſee wherein : 
frands the uprighmeſs of a man. 


SECT. | 
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SECT. XV. 


ful man who can find? It isa general 
courle for moſt men to blow their own 


2 Trumpet, and fetch about molt of their 


fiories and difcourſes to end 1 
{elves, and to ſet out their own a- 


q neſs, but a faithful true right man, who 


can find i ? The next verſe will thew him 
you, The juſt man walking in his integrity. 
That's the man in the Bzble, if we could 


match him in the Forld,] donbt not but 
2 there are many ſuck in the W orld , but 


verily there are few ſuch in compart- 


Jon 3 fo retign'd to God, reſolved for 
Sfor God, ſuch fingle-hea rted, found- 
Jhearted, fincere-hearted, whole-heart- 


cd, plain-hearted men 3; fuch inward, 


| niverſal and conſtant Chriftians 3 Per- 


ſong 


Nd, now Sirs, if all this goes to An infe- 
to make an upright man, what _— coft- 
1 ſhall | Gay / where dwell theſe upright 
| men ? how very few 15 the number of of Lora 
them ! The wiſe man was in the right, men. 

1 Prov. 20. 6, 7. Moſt men will proclaim 
J every one his own goodneſs : but a faith- 
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ſons of that Simplicity, Purity, Per- 
fe&ion, and Plainne(s of Life and Con- 
verſation ſuch enemies to Flattery, Ly- 
ing, Equivocation, Promiſe-breaking, 
Craftinels, Time-ſerving, Defrauding 
and lojuſtice. 'Good Lord ! how rare are 
theſe 00 Earth in this Age. We are faln 
into an Age of Atheiſts, Scorners, Brutes, 


. -, Hypocrites, and we may ſadly ſay with 


the Prophet, Mic. 7.4. Tbebeſt of them 
is a bryar,the moſt upright i is ſharper than 
« thorn hedge. Innocent Religion, and 
Sober Picty is hooted out of the world ; 
ighe men derided, who if they 
hly .known, would rather 
adored. My Brethren, there 
w\tolkes that bid likely for 
af this þe an upright man. The 
judgment of Charity is one thing, bur 
when Gods judgment of Verity comes, 
the caſe will alter. Very, very few will 
hold, weight by this ballance, and as 
I need uot, ſo I know not that I have 
made more adoe than needs, or cut the 
way to Heaven narrower than it is. It 
15 reported of Pachomiug the famous Ab- 
bot among the Ancients, that the 1300, 
Monks he governed, he divided accord- 
ing to the Greek letters into four and-| 
twenty claſſes or ranks, and forted each 
to 


to that letter that hinted his condition, 
as under Iota the plain fingle-hearted 1 
perſon, and under xi the cloſe intricate 

perſon, &c. ]f we ſhould rank Chriſti- 
ans thus, how many would be crowded 
under the laſt letter, and how few under 
the firſt /and what need then{ trow you 
had we to moxrx for the fewuels of up- 
right men, and to judge our ſelves exat- 
ly, 1:& we ſhould be found to be none of 
them. And thus we are brought to the 
ſecond Point to be handled, and that 15, 
How God ſhews himſelf an upright God 


ſuch a man. 
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of the Uprightneſs of God. 
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00d and upright is the Lord, He 
ry ght God, and therefore loves 
Uprightneſs. How can he chuſe then 
but ſhew himſelf upright to an upright 
man ? Simplicity is Gods firſt Attribute, 
and Simplicity is the upright mans cheif 
Property ; there muſi needs therefore be 


F 2. It is egreeable to bis Method, All 
as ſtories Divinc and Humanc ſhew this to 
be his uſual way. Witneſs Noob he was 
upright in a rotten Age, and the Lord 
was not behind with him: Witneſs 


Abraham, who walked before him an d 
was 


THat with an an uprightman , God | 
all ſhew himſelf upright,is cvident; | 


agreeable to bis Nature, Pſal, | 


a fingular kindneſs between theſe two. | 
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upon Uprichtneſs. 
was upright, and God though he was 
long, Yet he was ſure in rewarding him; 
So to Caleb, foto Fob, ſo to David, to 
all : no man can come out, and charge 
God with negle&, or unfaithfulneſs to- 
wards him herein. 


3- It is agreeable to bis Honour ana 
Intereſt, It is a Princes Honour and In- 
tercſt to ſtick to his faithful and upright 
ſervants, or elſe he will quickly have 
none ſuch about him. He would rather 


d ; loſe a World than loſe his Honour ; and 


therefore in this Pſalm he is brought in, 
overturning the earth rather than leave 
upright David to his Enemies, If fideli- 
ty and kindneſs will win him ſervants, 
Satan ſhall have but a few. He can 
boldly implead all -the world, much 
more his people, Mic. 6, 3. O my people 
what have I done unto thee? teſtifie againſt 
me. He would ſcorn to deal by his (er- 


 vants as Satan doth, drive them into a 


ſnare, 'and there leave them promile 


them a World, and pay them with an 
Hell, 


4. It is agreeable to his Promiſe, Pſal. 
97. 11. Light is ſown for the righteous, 
end joy for the upright in beart, Howe- 

ver 
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ver this ſeedne(s may be wet and fad, 
yet they ſhall have a joyful harveſt. It 
any man. on earth can lay claim to the 
promiſes, it is the upright man. What an 
unſpeakable comfort is this, to lay thc 
finger of faith on any promiſe in theBible | 
and (ay conlidently this 15 minc ? ſay no 
more I am weak and uſcle(s and finful, 
Art thou upright 2 his word is paſt,and 
there'san end, all the promiles in this 
bleſſed Bible arc in travel to be delivered 
into thy heart, To the upright man he will 
ſhew himſelf upright, And that in theſe | 
particulars. 


SECT. I. 


Ly overlooking his Infirmities, This 
was Hezekiabs prayer at that famous 
Paſſeover, 2 Chron; 30. Ig, 19» 20. The 
good Lord pardon every one that bath pre- 
pared his beart to ſeek, God, though be be 
not cleanſed according to the purification 
of the Saniuary. And the Lord bearken'd ts 
Hezekiah, There were divers really 'up- 
right, yet not rightly and fally purified 

| "+ a 


upon Uprightneſs, x 


as you may ſee, 2 Chron, 29. 34. For the 
Levites were more mwpright in heart to 
ſandifie themſeJves, than the Preifts, Here 
were upright Levites, yet not ſufficiently 
purified;but Hezekiah obtained for them 
a pardon of courſe, for they had done 
what they could , and the Lord had 
mercy on them, A very great comfort. 
tor Minilters or People , that through 
ſtraits of time, or any unavoidable hin- 
drancc,are not rightly tittedjand furniſh- 
ed for their reſpective dutiesz and are 
afraid to come, and mare afraid to liay a+ 
way ; _Thegood Lord will pardon ſuch a 
one, it was an overlight, the heart was 
ſound at the bottome, and God will ne= 
ver break with any of his for an infirmi- 
ty. Compare Sax! and David, Saul had 
fooliſhly (at moſt covetouſlly ) ſpared 
A gag and a prey, and he is calt off for it 
and loſcth his kingdom. David _dehiles 
the Wite and then kilis the Husband, 
and he is ſpard:; he is, 1ts trae, ſorely 
beaten, but not turn'd out of doors. A- 
gain, take Peter and Faudas, Fnaas 
through covetouſneſs betrayes his May 
ſter, and Peter through fear denies and 
forſweeres him. F das is ſent by the Gal- 
lowes into Hell,and Peter js receiv'd into 
mercy. And why this different dealing* 
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why, David was in the bent of his heart 


upright before God, and Sax! in the 


bottome of his heart was for himſelf, Peter 
reſolved to loſe his lite before he 
would forſake his Saviour, and Fxdas 
never followed him but for the bag. 
And therefore the Lord graciouſly par- 
dons the unwilling infirmicies of his peo= | 
ple,for he tees the integrityof their hearts | 
As a faithful Husband 1s more fatished F 
with the bcewailed failings of his poor 
Wife, than with the ſtudied obſervan- 
ces of an adulterefle ; ſo the Lord our 
God he can better connive at, and bear 
with the moxrx'd for infirmities of his 
dear children, than with the fain'd com- 
pliance of rotten hypocrites. 

And what a treaſure of comfort is this 
for you that fear God ? and let none elſe 
meddle with it 3 ycur infirmitics are ma- 
ny, and your fear great, leſt they ſhould 
fink you for ever: you have luch raging 
paſſions, brutiſh luſts, frequent diſftraRti- 
ons, baſe diſtruſt, un-heavenlines of 
heart out of ordinances, and dulgeſs in 
them ; theſe are your burden, theſe 
your fear :; now all theſe are within the 
Grant of pardon made in the Covenant of 
Grace, and you that arc upright in heart, 
if any in the world, have an undovbted 

in- 


upon Uprightneſs. 


Intereſt therein 3 and ſo are foegiven in 
Heaven, and will be forgiven in your 
Conſcienees, fo far as is good for you, 
and ſhall be forgiven at the lalt day, And 
you have Gods word for it, Pſal. 32. 
1.2. Bleſſed is the man whoſe iniqun it yis 
forgiven, whoſe ſin ſin is covered, But 
who is he that may claim this bleſhng ? 


| Verſe 2 In whoſe ſpirit there is no Guile, 
* that is an upright man that is no hypo- 


crite, When therefore you have fallen 
into fin, do not fit poring and queſtio- 
ning your eternal ſtate, but ſpeedily and 


| ſeriouſly ſet about the work of repen< 


tance and taith in the blood ot Chriſt, 
that you may be made whole. 

Indeed after (ome great fall, or ex- 
traordinary fit of ſpiritual flumber, it is 
not amiſs to clear and reſettle the 
ground- woak, (fo tar may the building 
be decaycd,that it may be eaticr to build 
anew, than to repair the old, ) But it 1s 


/ neither wiſdom nor duty upon every lip 


fo condewn your ſtate, or to conclude 
that becauſe you are wounded or tick, 
therefore you are dead.Quettion your a&@ 
but not your ſtate, condemn your aGs of 
fix, but do not condemn your ſtate of 
grace, nor brew more teares than you 


_ to drink: For ſuppoting you to be 
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truemen to God, reſign'd to him, re- 
ſolv'd for him, and walking with him, 
to your power, he hath gracionſfly pro- 
miſed to pardon iniquity tranſgreſſiou and 
(in, fins of all forts and fizes of them 
that fear him and hope in his mercy: 

And marke it for your comfort, that 
that it belongs to Gods Truth and Up- 
rightneſs to pardon ſuch a finner; 1 Job; 
1..9. If weconfeſs onr ſizs, he s Faithful 
and Fuſt, to forgive us our ſins, and to 
cleanſe ns from from all unrighteouſneſs It 


is happy for us that we can plead mercy. 


to God for pardon, but when we do 
uprightly confeſs and forſake our fins, 
we may plead his juſtice and faithfulneſs, 
O Lord, as thou art juſt and faithful,be- 
ſftow a pardon on me, I beg it in the up» 
rightnefs' of my heart, beſtow it in the 
uprightne(s of thy word, For thou haſk 
ſaid with thenpright man 1 will ſhew my 


Jelf mpright. 


SECT. IL, 


II. nPn Lord will ſhew himſelf up- 
right to an upright man, in De- 


fending his Perſon. He is made fometimes 


ihe: Buttof malice, Hell and earth con- 
ſpire 
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upon Uprightnetſs. 
ſpire againſt him, as in this Pſalm, verſ. 

4» 5. Snares of death, floods of amngodly 

men, ſorrowes of Hell all bent againk; , 
him. A plain argument of the fad: de- 
generacy of mankind, to be fo deſperately 
{et againſt the Image of God in man, 
and hate thoſe that never did them 
wrong, and that for his fake that al. 
wayes doth them good; yet ſo is the 
caſe, the moſt innocent man cannot e- 
{cape by them unto Heaven, without 
many onlets ; they bend their bow and 
lay their (ſnares, can hardly fleep for 
rage. Wrongs and Scornes, and Fines 
and Priſons are their uſual Charity ; he 
that departs from evil, ever makes him= 
ſelf a prey. The Generality of the world 
are alienated from the life of God, and e- 
nemies in their minds to all that live it 3 
and O that I could ſpeak and write ic 
1n teares iof gricf and compallion ! A 
Drunkard, or ſwearer, ox Whoremon- 
ger may live quietly by them. He that 

never read the Scriptores, that never 

prayes with his Family, ſhalt have all 

their good will, and go quietly by 

them into defiguction : but it a mans 

Conſcience be once awakened, it he re- 
rrive his courſe, and fall to earneſt pray= 

er, change his company and fintal cour- 
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ſes, dare not prophane the Sabbath, or 
take Gods: Name in vain, or ſwear as 
before , then up do all his neighbours 
rile againſt him, watch him , cenſure 
him , malign him, and (if pollible) in- 
ſnare him 3 while he ( poor heart ) thinks 
them no hurt, prayes for them, aud on- 
ly ſtrives to fave his own (ou),and others 

if he can, | 
But here you may reſt ſafcly, Prov. 
He i a Buckler to them that walk upright« 
ly. The Bzek/er covers the Souldicr, and 
God covers the ' upright man, They 
muſt ſhoot through God, that can wound 
you to your hurt, They hit him in the | 
eye, that aim at you ; and they that 
will incounter him, meddle not with 
their match, Exod. 19, 4. 1 bear you 
Eagles. wings. Other Fowles bear thcir 
young in their clawes, fo that the Fow* 
ler may kill the young and the old one 
be ſafe, but the Eagle carrics her young 
on her wings ; (© that who wounds the 
young mult ſhoot through the dam : 
fo doth God carry his upright ones, God 
will ſuffer before them, the Lord will ſuf- 
fer with them, Deut, 32. 11. As the 
Lagle—ſpreadeth ahroad ber wings,taketh 
ber young and beareth them on ber wings. 
Sothe Lord &c, That is a ſweet word, (| 
Pſal. 


upon Uprightneſs, 


Pſal. 7. 10. My defence is of God, which 
' ſaveth tbe upright in heart, Thou haſt 
perhaps no great friend to ſhelter thee, 
nor great eltate to ranſume thee, but 
thou hatt a great God for thy defence, 
whole work and care it is to ſave the 
upright in heart. I am thy ſhield, faith 
God to Abraham; fear not : if Omniſcz- 
ence beable to ſee, and Omnipotence a- 
ble to help, thou are ſure enough. And 
therefore fear not thou worm Facob, and 
yemen of Iſrael : I will help thee ſaith the 
Lord, Iſa. 41.14. A worm is a poor 
creature that few love and none feer 5 
ſo are the ſeed of F acob perſons that few 
love, and none tear, and ſuch are moſt 
obnoxious to dangers 3 yet (ayes. God, 
fear not thou worm, A worm in the: 
hand of God can withſtand a world, 

and the Gates ( the utmoſt power and 

policy) of Hell ſhall not prevaile a- 

gainlt one upright man, Prov. 13. 6. 

Righteouſneſs keepeth bim that is upright 
in the way. His innocence is his ſhield. 

And the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to ſhew bim- 


felf ſtrong, in the bebalf of them whoſe 


heart is perfett towards him, His all-ſce- 
ingeye, his all-ruling providence is im- 
ployed in finding out all the defignes of 
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your enemies, to fruſtrate them or over- 
rule them,and to ſecure you whole hearts 
are perfect or upright before him, How 
ecure would you be againſt a ſubject by 
ſuch a word from a King? and may you 
not reſt more on: his word , who is the 
King of Kings # If you have his Paſs you 
may 80 fate enough, even through Ar- 
mies of Aliens, 

Obſervable is that ſtory in Foſephxs 
of Gods ſpecial Providence this way. 
The 'Emperour Caligula commands Pe- 
#ronivs his Deputy in Fxdes, to ct up 
his Image in the Temple. The Jews 
(ever fince their Captivity keen againſt 
{dolatry) beg and crave, and at length 
offer thcir necks and lives to him, ra- 
ther than admit-\uch a profanation. Pe- 
#roniws pities their condition, and for- 
bears to execute his Maſters command. 
But the Emperour is inraged, and ſends 
his Deputy alctter to ſlay himſelf, the 
uſual doom of ſach perſons. But Calis 
gula ſhortly dyes, and- his Ictter- meet- 
ing with ſome delay, was not brought 
unto Petronizs, till juſt after he had re- 
ceived the news of his death ; and thus 
he eſcaped. Behold the admirable Pro- 
vadedence of God to thoſe that fiand up- 
gight, pg RES: Q's : 
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Go forth therefore in your might, con» 


fider your duty and” faithfully do it. 
Take no ſollicitious care what ſhall befall 


you. Study not events but ſtudy your 
work; not what manor Devils wil! do, 
but what you ozgbt todo, and not an 
hair of your head muſi fall to the 
ground Wickedneſs proceeds from the 
wicked, but with the wpright man, he will 
ſew himſelf upright, 


SECT.: 


HILL TJHe Lord will thew himſelf up: 
right to this man, 7# $trength- 


ſoul, His Graces are weak,þis bones dried, 
his ſoul is poor aud needy, He is poring 
a whole weak by times to find one plain 
evidence, one evident Grace of God ; 
but having an upright heart, and be- 
nga plant of Gods planting, they ſhall 
increaſe and grow #p as the calves of the 
flall, The Child painted o# the wall, 
that growes not, unleſs it growes more 
dim 3 but the Child in the boſome, that 
hath a principle of life ; though it cryes 
{ it growes though ſick ſometimes yet 

-}f groWes, 


o 
Strength- 
: - Fre ning his | 
ning bis graces aud proſpering bim in his Graces, 
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growes, and at length growes a firong 
and luſty man - fo in this caſe, the paint- 


ted hypocrite hath no cxbit added to his 
ſtature; no, he growes worle and worle, 


| his varniſh weares off, and nothing 


remains at length but a ſepulchre with- 
out paint. But an upright man though 
he groan he grower; thongh he have ſome 
qualmes, and doubts and troubles z yet 
he gets ground, and ( though infenhibly) 
gathers ſirength. 


Ic cannot be, but that a fincere heart 
who 1s diligent in the meanes of Grace, 
mult be changed from glory to glory, Mic, 
2. 7. Do not my words do good t0 him that - 
walketh uprightly? certianly they doe, 
He receives good, though he percezve it 
not. As aliving man, that feeds hearti- 
ly, muſt needs gather ſtrength, unleſs he 
have ſome. predominant diſeaſe upon 
him ;- though perhaps he perceive not 
at cvery meal, renewed firength : So 
an upright man, bcing truely alzve to 
God through Feſus Chriſt, and careful 
in the uſe of all Gods Ordinances, mult 
needs increaſe his ſpiritual ſirength, 
though perhaps he ſces no preſent profit 
by this praycr, or that Sermon, unleſs 


he lyc under the tyranny of ſome imperi- 
OUS 


upon Uprightneſs, 
ous ſin for a time, Prov. 10. 29. -Theway 
of the Lord is Strength to the Upright ; 
which moit properly may fignifie, chat 
Religion ſecures an uprighe man, ac- 
cording to the lalt Pozac 3 but it is moſt 
true in this ſence, the wayes of God and 
Godlineſs are fircngth,andbring ltrength 
to the upright. He that is planted in the 
houſe of the Lord, ſhall ſtill bring forth 
fruit —To fhew that the Lord is upright, 
Pſ.92.13,14. Ic is one thing to be places 
in the houlc of the Lord, fo many a car- 
nal Goſpcller is, hath a ſcat thers and ap 
pears there from one yeares end to ano- 
ther; but it is another thing to be planted 


' there, to have a roote of Knowledge, 


Repentance, and Uprightnets, and ſuch 
mult needs grow, and go from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, 

| Be not therefore diſcouraged, O ye 
of upright heart, for your graiz of mu- 
ftard ſeed will become a Tree 3 though 
your graces ſeem weak, they ſhall be 
lixong : To bim that hath ſhall be given, 
and he ſhall have abundance, You have 
a little faith and love, Habents dabitur, 
God hath faid it, you ſhall have abun- 
dance « Deſpiſe not the day of ſmall things, 
ply your Oares,che Ship is paſſing though 


you think it fiands Gill, and you will be 
28 
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at the ſhore ere you be aware, Epheſ. 
6. 24. Gracebe with all them thar love 
oxr Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity, Here's 
that blcfſing that reaches even you. 
{ Grace ] All Grace, of all ſorts and 
fizes{be with] it may be with youithough 
it appear not #0 you { with all ] in all ages 
of the Churchand in all places of the 
World | that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 
perhaps thou canſt not preach for Chriſt, 
write, nor confult, nor fight for Chriſt, 
nor but thou cant loveJeſus Chriſt, Thou 
canſt love him asa Lord to Rule thee, 
as a Feſws to Save thee, as a Chriſt to 
teach thee; why, here's Grace in the 
promiſe, in the blefling for thee, But 
Chrift muſt be loved (in ſincerity) Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, and Jeſus Chriſt for bhim- . 
ſelf. And then be aſſured that Grace (hall 
be multiplied to ſuch a foul. As it is 
Gods judicial method when men are re- 
ſolv'd to go onin fingto give themgup,Re, 
22,11.Hethat is filtby let bim be filthyſtill; 
So when a man is nprightly bent to ſerve 
him he ſpurs them on with his word and 
fpiric, ſaying, fe that is righteous let him 
be righteous ſtill, and thus herein to the 
eþright man, be ſhews himſelf upright, 


SECT, 


upon: Uptightneſs, 


SECT. Iv. 


Iv. He Lord ſhews himſelf upright 

to the upright man, 1n bearing 
bis prayers, Prov, 15. $. The Sacrifice 
of the wicked is an abhomination to the 
Lord : But the Prayer of the upright is his 
Delight. No muſick lo {weet to men, as 
fincere prayers are to God. The upright 
Man delights to pray,and the upright God 
delights to hear, How pleaſant is the 
childs farſi language to the father ? he had 
rather hear it than an elegant Oration ; 
and the reaſon is, firſt, it is his own 
child, and ſecoxdly, it ſpeaks (poor thing) 
as it thinks; there 15 no colour upon its 
words nor dillimulation in them : Even 
ſo the prayers of the upright man are 
molt welcome to God his heavenly Fa- 
ther, - for the child is his own, and then 
his prayer is the counterpane of his heart. 
He cries againſt his fin, and alſo he hates 
' It : he ſues for grace,and he doth hearti- 
ly long and indeavout for it : and Hearts 
can come into Heaven, when HYords muſt 
ſtand at door. He gets out of the hear- 


ing of many a fiarch't Oration, but 
P[aT, 
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Pſal. 145. 18. Hegets nigh to them that 
call upon biws, to them that call upon him 
2# Truth. O when confeſſions are the 
{ad note of a bleeding heart 3 when ſup- 
plications are the real breath ot an h##- 
gry ſoul, the Lord liſtens to ſuch melo- 
dy. 
There is a vaſt difference between the 
formal note of a young beggar, and the 
ſenſible cries of him that is half ſtarved : 
we neglect the former, and are ready to 
{erve him only with reproof z but when 
the other cries that begs z# truth, his 
face cries, his rags cry, - his tears cry, 
the whole beggar cries, then we draw 
out our heartand hand unto him 3 even 
{o doth our gracious God, he flights and 
hates affeGed words, coming from an ##- 
affected heart ; but when the heart comes. 
up with them, then he comes, and-brings 
his alms with him, and his reward be- 
fore him, O what incouragement ſhould 
this give to an upright heart! Thou haſt 
an car for God, and he hath an car for 


' thee. Thou art ready and quick in thy 


obedience, he is as quick and ready in his 
audience ; thou art punQual to yield to 
him in any thing, he is punQtual to yield 
in any thing z20 thee. In a word, thou 
art refolved todo his will he is refolved 


ts 


upon Uprightneſs. gg. 


to do thine. Hence Luther boldly, Fiat 

voluntas mea quia tuaeſt, Let my will 

be done, becauſe its thine. Thine arc 

broken prayers, but they are #praght pray- 

ers, There z5sno KRhetorickin them, O 

bur there is Logzck in them, there are ar* 

gurnents that will conquer God himlelf. 9,4 yung 

Therc 1s no argument on carth like 1z- evlitat len- 

zegrity, nor in Heaven like the Blocd of tus pugnat 

Chriſt, —_ 
ferit, pai- 


nd 
Object. Ah, bur then 1 tear my fiate, _— 


and doubt of my fincerity, in that I have 
pray'd long for ſuch a child, for a better 
memory, tor {irength againſt ſome fins, 
and have received no anſwer ; and ſo 
may conclude my felt a very hypocrite. 


Auſw. 1. God often delights in pray- TheLy- 
er, when ſeems to deny it, and never _ 
denies his ſervants but when the dental wg 
15 better then a grant, You muſt di- 1 hey 
fiinguiſh between delaying and denying : haye al* 
our Rod delayes, totryus not to deny us, Moſt Kill'd 
to make us cry the louder ; ſo he put off ar a2 
Jacob to whet him on the more, {ecm'd AT - 
to* be weary of his company,- but he returns te 
would not paſs io 3 lames him, yct hee'l then at 
pray, and wrelile on one leg rather then laft gzip ts 


K.- ; teach then 
give out : So the woman of Cannaan. jp 


Dri nk rage. 
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Drink 15more welcome when very thir- 
tty, and when the Lord fees you cannot 
be without a mercy , you ſhall have it. 
And then the Greatxeſs of the mercy 
ſball pay for the length of its ſtay ; and 
like money at Intereſt, ſo your prayers 


” which have been long on the file, ſhall 


bring thegreater increaſe back again: 


Anſw. 2. God often heares our Pray- 
ers when we perceive it not. In this 
ſence be ſpeakes once and twice, yet man 
perceives it uot, Pal. 138, 3, In the Day 
when I cried, thou anſweredſt me, and 
ſtrengthenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul: 
On the ſame Day that his letter was ſent 
he had an anfwer, and what was it ? 
Why, he was ſtrengthned with ftrerth in 
bis ſoul. If he were not anfwertd in 
the Letter, yet he was anſwered in the 
Better, He often gives Gold, when we 
ask for Silver. It he denied* Abraham tor 
Iſmael, he gave him Jſaac. He demies 
Moſes Canaan, but gave him Hea-» 
ven. 


Sometimes our thirſt for more makes. 


us think we have received #oxe. As ricti 
covetous people never have enough, be: 
cauſe their deſixes are inſatiable, When 
you arc arrived at Heaven, you _ 

tnart 
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that the Lord did book every Petition 
atid anſwerit, in the beſt manner for 
you. It may be you are denied for oze 


child, but God gives it you for enother , 
or pcrhaps the Grandchild reapes the 


prayers that you ſowed for the Father. 


The Lord gives you not a ſtronger memo- 


ry, but yet beftowes on you a ſofter 
beart ; you diſcern #0 ftrength againſt 
ſorne tins, yet you have deeper throwes 
of repentance for them. Still this is a 
truth inviolable, that the upright mans 
Prayet, when it is put up in Chriſt's 
name, for things agreeable to Gods 
will,is graciouſly hcard atid an{wered in 
mercy. IS 

Let not therefore your Fathers ſcem- 
ing denyals trouble. you 3 for-our wile 
God ſometimes yields to the ſuites of $2- 
tan himſelf, while he demwurrs upon the 
ſupplications of his own Servants, I had 
altnoſt ſaid of his own So9n, Compare Fob 
$: $.and Luke $8, 32. with Gen, 17.18. 
and Mat. 26. 39. But then his Grants 
to Satan are for his greater Confuſion, 


and his Denials to. his Children arc for 


: theirgreater Conſolation. 


H SECT; 
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Comfort- 
ing himin 
bis ſtraits. 
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Yn —— — — 
et 


STCT. Ye: 


V. TJ H Lord ſhews himſclf upright 
to the upright man, /# Comfort» 
ing bim in bis ſtraits, Pſal. 116. 6, Toe 


Lordpreſervetb the ſimpleAthat 1s the up» - 


right) 1 was brought low end he belped me, 
His integrity freeth him not from the 
common infirmities of mankind;as wants, 
lickneſs, priſons, loſſes, croſſes, unkind- 
neſſes, and death it ſelf at laſt : but his 
God takes ſpecial care to ſupport and 
comfort him, and at length deliver him. 
In all theſe /termes he is fure'of Sunſhine, 
and you know the S$zx-beams when it 
ſhines, doe guild every drop that the 
clouds pour down, and” make the ſtorm 
as a calme ; So the face and favour of 
God doth refreſh the upright in heart, 
for P/ſal, 11.7, The righteows Lord loveth 
righteouſneſs, his countexance doth behold 
tbe Upright.. And unworthy is that man 
of Heavens Glory, that prefers not the 
ſharpeſt fickvel(s, the darkeſt priſon, the 
heavieſt croſs with the light of Gods coun- 
zenance, bclore the riches of Egypt with 
his frown. : 


This 


"W 
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This made Pax! and Silas ting in pri= 
fon, when Felix trembled on the Throxe; 
And they ſay, the Apoſtle James was 
ſo cheartul at his Martyrdom, that one 
that drew him to the . Tribunal, was 
converted by it. For Death that King of 
terrours,” that diſnrounts the proudeſt 
ſpirits, the moſt effeEtual retuter of all 
Arheiſts, and Surprizecr of Hypocrites, 
is difarm'd of all its tcrribleneſs by an 
upright heart. 1/2. 57. 2. He ſhall enter 
into peace they ſhall reſt in tbeir heds,' each 
one walking in tbeir uprightneſs, The Bed 
of an hypocrite'is a Grave, wherein he 
lyes;rotting in his fins; the Grave of 
an upright man isa Bed of ſpicer, wherein 
his body is at reſt, whoſe foul hath walk- 
cd befbre God in by Uprightueſs. 
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O Be of good chear then all ye fingle 
hearted ones : The handkercheit of 
Gods love ſhall wipe away your tcares, 
his cordials ſhall ſtay your taintings. The 
Lyons ſhall roar, and the young Lyons ſufs 

fer hanger,but they that fear the Lord ſhall 
w2Ht #0 good thing, If wants be good 

' for you,look for themzit ficknel(s be good 
for you, be content with it ; if priſons, 
it loffes,it crofits come, they ſhall do you 

' no hurt, A /ummo Bono nil niſi Brunm. 
| H 3 Every 
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Every fiream of Providence, how fierce. 


{oever, is turn'd through that Promilec, 


All things ſhall work, together for good 10 


them that love God, His Properties, his 
Promiſes, his Providences do all ſmile 
on the truc-hearted man. Poor men, 
your ſtraits may be great;Poor women, 
your pangs may be ſharp; but All's for 
good, yea for the beſt. God is with you; 
the great, wiſe and holy God. And 15 
this nothing? Are the Conſolations of 


God ſmall with you ? If he give quietaeſs, 


who then can make trouble ? Heavinets 
may indure for anight, but joy cometh 
in the morning, The ſtory alwayes ends 
well to the fincere hearted man P/al.1 12. 
4- Unto the wpright ariſeth light in the 
darkneſs. Dark, providences may well bc 
born, when clear promiſes are ſealed up- 
on the heart, This was noble Hezekiabs 
comfort, when all forſook him, 1/a. 38. 
3. Remember now O Lord | beſeech thee, 
bow | bavewalked before thee in Truth, & 
with aperfel} bears, } have done upright- 
Iy with thee, now deal uprighly with 
me #ew remember, and the Lord hath 
too a good memory to forget ſuch a man 
10h1s needshe gives him a Leaſe gratis 


of filtecn yeares both of Life and King- 
gon, 


Who 
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| Who would not intirely love and 
ſerve ſuch a God? The poor mans Friend, 
the Sick mans Doctor, yea and Bed- 


- + maker, the priſoners Companion, the 


truc-hearted, the unwearicd, the evex« 


» laſting God, @ very preſent belp in troxble. 


Name that i{irait, wherein God hath not 
ſupported or reteived his people, Ak 
thy Fathers andtbey ſhall tell thee, how 
in fixtrowbles and in ſeven he hath been 
with them, All the Patriarchs can prove 
this, Abraham and Job and Daniel. 
Speak we only with David, was he not 
very poor, when he ſent tocrave of Na- 
bal? God gave him Content and at lifk 
Plenty : Was he not in dreadful haz- 
ard in Keilab, inGath , in Mahanaim ? 
but he came off well and dycd in his bed, 
Was he not upon a time very lick, fo that 
ſome ſaid, An evil diſeaſe did cleave to 
bim? yee God remembred him, and 
made him ſafe and ſound, All the Saints 
will bear witneſs for God, that he is no 
flincher of his friends 3} yea at laſt all men 
ſhall ſay, Pſal.5$. 11. Verily there is 8 
reward for the righteous , verily be is a 
God that judgeth in the earth. Though 
things ſeem to go croſs with his poor 
children, yet take one thing with ano- 
ther, he deals very uprightly with them. 

| H3 In 
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In very faithfulneſs thou baſt afflicted me. ; 


If they want a fuller table yet they have a 
lighter beart ; if they have not ſuch coftly 
cloths, yet they have more healtbful 


conſtitutions 3 it they reachnot ſuch vaſt - 


zreaſures, yet they eaninjoy the lidbt of 
Gods econntenance, which is far bet- 
ter. | 

Artabazus thought himſelf wrong 'd, 


- 


— 


when Cyrus gave him a Golden cup at a * 
feaſt, and to Chryſantas onely 'a kiſe of + 


Reſpef ;, deeming thereby, that he had - 


a leſſer portion of kindneſs, than the 0- 
ther - and ſhall not we much more viluc 
his glorious ſmiles, above the greateſt 


, earthly gifts f Let bim kiſs me with the 


kiſſes of his month: For bis love is bet-= 
ter than Wine. Though you be not de- 


livered from your ſtraits, yet being »p- 


held in them, you are well. It was all 
one to the three Worthyes to be kept in 
the fire, as tobe kept out of it. One way 
or other light ſhall ſpring to the righteous, 
exd joy to the upright in beart. 
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VI.T*Hc Lord ſhews himſelf upright to þ. 6. 
the upright man, 11 diretting bim iy DireQing 
bis doubts, Pro, 11. 3. The integrity of the mans 
«pright ſhall guide them. Many an upright Ts 
man is under great doubts, and knowes | 
not-what to beleive or what to do, Ar+ 
guments and pleas on both hands, Great 
men on one fide, and Good men on ano- 
ther, (for ſeldome are they both on a 
fide ) likely reaſons court his Aﬀent ei» 
ther way. The commands of men ſome- 
tirnes countermanded by his Conſcience, 
and he wants parts, lcarning,and judge- 
ment to cleave an haire and ſtate the caſc 
exactly, cither of Faith or Fad. Now 
in this caſe,when he hath us'd the meanes 
of reſolution, that he is capable of, the 
integrity of the wpright ſhall guide him. 
His plain honeft heart is neither ſuſpiti» 
ous of more cyil to be in men, or things 
then evidently appears 3 nor on the 0+ 
ther fide, doth he ſtudy extricating Sal- 
20's or ſubtle evaſions to ſleep with a 
whole skin, and falutc the upper party : 
but according to his beſt knowledge , 


H 4 he 
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he fixes his faith and orders his actions 
by the Rule of Gods Word, which he 
knowes will beſt bear him ow. 

An upright man ſometimes meets 
with Doubts in matters of Faith ;, but 
herein he ſtands faireſt for thar promiſe, 
which Chriſt hath made, to lead his inte 
ll truth, Though his integrity may 
not ſecure him from Error, that it will 
not 3 yet *twill ſecure him from beingan 
Heretick, | | 
' He hath Dowbts ſometimes about 
things tobe done, towards God in' his 
Worſhip, towards men in his Life. In 
the former, he ſtudies the will of God 
in his Word, knowing that nothing 
which is offercd to him, will pleaſe him, 
unleſs directed by him. And for Mex 
heis releived in moſt of his doubts by 
that golden Rule, Mat. 7. 12. Whbatſoe-' 
ver ye would that men ſhowld do to your, do 

ye to them, | | 

| Andlaftly, he is perplexed with ſome 
Doubts about the Love of God, and the 
ſalvation of his Soul 5 but here alſo his 
Integrity (6 guides him, that he is far 
from preſuming, though he be loth to 
- deſpair, and the Lord gives him Come 
fort from his Sincerity, though he want 
nets | | the 


y. 
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the joyes from Aſſurance. And is not 


- uprightneſs a chbice Jewel to - lay 


chim to this guidance ? Pſal, 25. 8. Goud 


_ and fright is the Lord,” therefore will be 


teach ſimners in the way, This condud- 
ing a poor finner in the way , flowes 


* from his Goodniſs and Uprightneſs, and 


therefore as long as there 15 a drop of 
goodneſs, or a dram of uprightnels in 
God, the penitent fines ſhall never lack 
a guide, And to this refers that promiſe 
Iſa. 30. 21. Of a voice bebind you ſaying, 
this is the way, walk ye init, when ye inru 
tothe right band or 0 ibe left , alluding 
(as ſonic think) to a Schoolmaſter promp- 


ting his Schollar over the ſhoulder, 


how he ſhould pronounce his words, 
when he (poor child) is puzzled and 
knowes not what to ſay : even {o will 
God lead his vpright ones in the way that 
he ſhall chuſe, when they arc in the dark; 
and you ſhall tind that Scripture truc, 
Prov. 13. 6. Righteouſneſs keepeth him 
that is upright in the way: But wicked. 
neſs overtbroweth the ſinner. 

Reſolve then in ſuch caſes, after you 
have us'd the means of illumination, as 
Feboſhapbat in another, O Lord, [ knew 
x0t what 10 do, but mine eyes are unto thee, 
I perccive the blindneſs of my eyes, but 

eu 
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thon (ceſt the uprightneſs of my heart, 1 
would do thy will if ] knew it 3 teach 
me thy way,and 1 will walk in thy truth : 
conſider my weakneſt, and ncitheFleave 
me in perplexing doubts, nor ſuffer mc 
tocrre from thy will, And be ſure God 
will not forſake thee, for it is plain that 
many an honeſt heart is preſerved in the 
way of trurh, when many of great, bur 
un{anctigcd parts, have fallen into damn» 
ing errors : With the upright man he is 
::5'dto ſhew himſelf wpright. 


SECT. VII, 


VII. Ods uprightneſs will yet ap- 
pear In clearing bi integrity, 


Sincerity hath the ſweeteſt vi/age but bad . 


men put on it often the foulett vizard, 
and many a dcar Saint weares the note of 
an hypocrite to his grave. Though you 
{ce that no man is ſo far from hypocrific 
as this man, no fin he hates more, yet 
this character is uſually faltned 'on our 
plain hearted man. | 

It is the ſubtlety of Satan to charg* 
the Saints with thoſe tins whereof he 1s 
fure they can hardly clcar themſelves t3ll 


the 
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the day of judgment: And thoſe are 
* commonly thele two, 1. Covetouſneſs. 


2. Hypocrifie, Both which , tor the na- 
tureof them, lye ſo within, that it is al- 
moſt impoſlible to refel his charge. Hence 
the Apoſtle is driven in the former to 
make his appeal to God, 1 The. 2. 5, 
For neither at any time usd we flattering 
words, as ye know | for this you can clear 
us ] mor a cloak of Covetouſneſs, God is 
witneſs | herein God only can purge us. J 
And the like the latter, Rom. 1. 9. For 
the Lord is my witneſs whom { ſerve with 
my ſpirit &c. And the upright Lord will 
clear up theſe mens integrity, firlt or 
laſt. Holy David lay under many heavy 
charges, and that for a long time. How 
long will ye turn my glory into ſhame? 
Naught he was, not tit to live in his own 
native Country, he hatch'd treaſon a- 
g ainſt Saxl,and undcrmin'd hisGovern- 
ment,and Religion he had none, but at 
length his Righteouſnels did ſhine as the 
noonday;Saulhimfelf was convinc'd of his 
integrity and acquitted him, though 
thereby he condemn'd himlelit.So uprighc 
Fob palt for a notorious hypocrite among 

his enemies, for he was accounted no 0- 

ther by bi friends, but the Lord brought 


our 


on 
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out his Juſtice, as a Lamp that burn- 


eth; 
And what is more common in the 


| World, than to brand every one tor an 


hypocrite,. that is but ſerious in his Re- 
ligion ? It any man do humbly and con- 
i1cicnfiouſly indeavour to live according 


to his Covenant in Baptiſm, do {ct him- 


felf againſt the world, the fleſh and the 
devil, and deny the pomps and vanities, 
whercin the generallicy ot men do wal- 
low 3 preſently his envious and carnal 
neighbours, when they can taxe him with 


nothing, condemn him for an hypocrite : 


his outlide 15 ſmooth but inwardly he is 
an arrand hypocrite : but his upright 


God, that knowes his heart; will clcar- 


him tooner or later 3 at furtheſt at that 
great day of ſetting things at right, The 
Lord Jeſus will come with bis thouſands 
of Saints, Fude verſe 15. to convince the 


 zengodly world of all their bard ſpeeches, 


mbich ungodly finners bave ſpoken againſt 
biz. Scc here you implacable wretches, 
this is the man, chis the woman, whom 
you condema'd for hypocritessthey were 
praying tor you, while you were curſing 
chem I knew their uprightae(s and will 
now declare it, Thus ſh#ll it be doue to 
zwoſe 1 delight to honour, and you muli go 

' with 
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with a curſc into eternal torments, 
Rejoyce in the Lord therefore O ye 
Righteous, and be glad all ye of upright 
heart. Benot diſmay'd at mens rebukes, 
thefe Reproaches do but add to your 
Crown: And God permits them to make 
you ſcarch your hearts the more. Though 
the(c be poor commodities, yet you may 
make a trade of them, and live the bet- 
ter for them. They charge you with the 
Foxes pranks, and you have the Foxes 
Nature, They charge you with one fault 
and theteby you find out another 3 they 
write Flypocrite, and you ſubſcribe For- 
mal, Dead, Secure, and cheif of Siuner7. 
And know for your comfort, that your 
names ſhall have a Reſurrection as well 
as your bodies 5, and you ſhall ſhine in glo- 
ry, when your enemies ſhall only ſpine 2# 
flames, And cven in this world your God 
doth jultifie you in thefr Conſciences, 
the moſt of them could with their ſouls 
in your ſouls ſtead for all their talk ; at 
lealt when pale death ſtares them in the 
face, then O let me dye the death of the 
Righteous, and let my latter end be like 
bx. lt is not oft that an hypocrite goes 
undiſcovered to his grave nor very ofc 
that an upright man dics without the 


teltimony of the Centarion, even from 


men 
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men 3 Certainly this man was a dear child | 
of God. 
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mto the YII.T He Lord ſhews himſelf an up- 


right God to the upright man, 
In Stabliſhing bim to the end: its elemen= 
tary fire that goes out, the Celeſtial ever 
burnes, Prov. 10. 29: The way of the 
Lord is ftrength to the upright, He only 
15 the perſevering man. The fixed Stars 
appeat but ſmall, the b1azing Star looks 
far greater; but the former abide from 
age to 2ge, and the latter being but ex- 
balations compounded of corruptible 
matter, are ſpent and conſumed to no- 
thing 3 they had perhaps more eyes fixed 
on them — the others, but+ they 
waſte awzy: Evenſoan hypocrite may 
makea greater blaze in his profeſhon, may 
be more admired and talk't of in the 
World ; but the real Saint 1s fixed, he 
abides, no tempeſt can ſhake him, he is 
built on a Rock and abideth for ever, The 
way of the Lord i ſtrength to tbe upright : 
Every prayer {trengthens himgevery Ser- 
mon ſtrengthens him, yea every tempta*+ 


tion (like the wind to a well rooted 
tree. 
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tree) cauſeth his rootes to ſpread, and 


ſand the {ironger; moved he may be, but 


not removed, fall he may, but -not fall 


| - away:and yet an upright rree( you know ) 


falls not ſo foon as that . which: lcanes. 
An upright man never makes a right 
Apoſtate, Pſal. 25.21. Let integrity and 
uprightneſs preſerve me ; for 1 wait on 1hee, 
Two good props to a weak Chrilian He 
may-ſay, Lord, 1 have but weak graces 
to preſcrve me, I have no parts or learn- 
ing, I have few triends to hojd- me up in 
thy -waycs, But] have (thou knowelt) 2 


ſincere dchre to pleaſe: and ſerve thee. 


O let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve me, 
and the rather for that 7 wait on thee; I 
wait in the uſe of the means of perieve- 
xance, and [ wait by taith upon thy pro- 
miſe. It fincerity will nor hold me up, I 
muſt fall. 

He that walks in a narrow way, muſt 
not reel ; it he rcel he 15in danger to tall. 
The true Chriſtian goes in ſuch a way, 


leaning 1s next to falling, The upright 


man walks #prigbtlyand therefore ſurely. 


He hath-liv'd to fcc great Schollars,orcat 


Profeſſors, and great Preachers, dwindlc 
to nothing, but by Grace be ſtands, Sirs , 


'this 15 a great comfort, and ({ecurity to & 
poor foul ; my ftock is ſmall, yet ] hope 
I 
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Ithallanevert bres k, I drive but a mean 
trade, but I perceive I go not backward: 
better I be a meer Saint, than a great 
hypocrite - my heart is ſound, I have no 
ſecret reſerves, I kuow no nothing by my 


ſelf. I cannot run {o faſt as others, but [ | 


am in the way, that will certainly bring 
me to Gods holy hill, Fob 29.5, till { 
dye I will not remove my zntegraty from me. 
My righteouſneſs I bold faſt, my beart ſhall 


#0t reproach me as long as I live. 


'» ©, < =, vw =», =» &@ 


4 1, 


Among the many needleſs feares of | 


the ſervants of God, this is oxe that. diſ- 
quicts the foul, when God ſtands onely 


looking on, namely, ſhall I hold out? 5 
I ar a very weak creature, the fall of | 


one tree ſhakes another, I have ſeen greac 
Cedars fall ; they wete once as confident 
as |, it tryals come, what will be- 
come of me ? Study and beleive 
that excellent Scriptare Fer, 32. 40, 41- 
I will makg an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, that | will uot turn from them to do 
them good, Make a ſtand here poor foul. 
The eternal true and upright God is eu'- 
tred with thee, even with the weakeſt 
and youngeſt belciver,tato an everlaſting 
Covenant,that for his part notwith(tand- 
ing all chy infirmitics, he will never 
( mark) never turn away from doing thy 

| foul 
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| ff ſox] good, O but my fear is, (ſaith many 
* | an upright heart) that I ſhall forſake 
* | him, and turn from him, there is my 
| fcar, Mark what follows then, But I 
' F will put my fear in thejr hearts, that they 
# ſhall not depart from me, So then as God 
will not turn from thee, «ſo'thou ſhalt nt ' 
depart from him, and how then ſhouldſt 
thou fall away / and all this is inhis ever= 
4 laſting Covenant, that cannot be diſanul- 
$ led: 
3 When theteſore your feares come cold 
2 upon your hearts, concerning your Perſe- 
verance 1 plead this Scripture with God, 
3 falten it on your (ſouls, fear not your 
$ falling off with a fear of Diffidence; you 
* arc allow'd a ſtar of Cention, that will 
make you ſtand the fafter, but beware of 
a fear of Diffidence, that will make you 
fall the-ſooxer. Look you to the riſe, root, 
and beginning of your Religion, and God 
will look to the ens of it. Though thy 
grace was but like a grain of muſtard- 
ſeed, yet it ſhall come to be a great tree. 
Fob $. 6,7.1f thou wert pare and upright 
—— Though thy beginning wes ſmall, yes 
thy latter end ſhall greatly increaſe. He 
that hath taken root in Chriſt, can never 
wholly wither, 
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SECT. Ix. 
$+ 9. IX, 0d will ſhew himſelf upright 
Beffowing to the upright man,I#i bejtowing 
outward 


Wi blefines 291 ard bleſſings upon bim, Prov.28. 20, 
onhim, A faithful man ſhall abound with bleſ- 
ſiags. Totheſe he can make the cleareſt 
claim ; of theſe he hath the trweſt tenure: 
Alwayes: provided that they be for 


the wicked ſhall be overthrown >, bat the 
tabernacle of the upright ſhall flouriſh. 
The eycs of the Lord are upon him and 
his houſc co do him good, From the Le- 
ginning of the year to the end of the year, 
Health, wealth, peace, and full content- 
ment ſhall be heaped on him, fo far as 
they are good for him. That upright Ca- 
leb, whole Title of honour it was, that he 
followed God fully, Numb. 14. 24. had a 
double portion (ſo the Learned ſay) in 
the Land of Canaan. 

He that hath the foveraignty over the 
world,and all that therein 1s,loves them 
| and he that loves gives, and that liberals 
iff ly, Prov, 15.6. Inthe bouſe of the righ- 
tit #eous is much treaſure, We count our 
Friends tokens among our treaſure : E- 

very 


his good, Prov. 14. 11. The bouſe of 


dd. . 
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upon Uprightneſs. rr; 
very loaf of bread, every ſhilling in his 
purſe, every corn, yea every . grals-pilc 
in the ticld is a friends token to the up- 
right man, ſo that in his houſe there 15a 
world of treaſure. The upright God doth 
(in eftc& jlay to hisAngelsevery day,Re- 
commend me to ſuch a child this morn- 
ing, and carry him from me his daily 
bread, this or that mercy that is good for 
* | him. Hence that amplc promiſe, P/al.34. 
C I1.For the Lerd God 3s a $un aud Sheild: 
The Lord will give Grace and Glory : No 
" | good thing will be with- _ from them 
7 that walk uprightly, O bleſſed pro- 
EF wiſe! Dotithou want Dirc&ion ? He is 
a Suu ; Dolt thou want Protection ? He 
15 8 Shield : Dolt thouwant Grace ? He 
will give Grace; Wouldit thou have Glo- 
iy? He will gzvethat alſo; Halt thou 
need of other good things for thy com- 
tortin this lite £ No good thing will ie 
with. hold from them that walk upright - 
ly. Sit down now and think, what thou 
canlt wiſh or need that is not here pro» 
miſcd, And this trom that God that cans 
not deceive, able and refolved to make 
good his word. Put all the worldlings 
Lands,and Palaccs arid Bonds and Bags 
into one ſcale; and this oxe verſe into the 
; other, and -try whether w;ll weigh 
I 2 down 
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down : you will quickly diſcern they 
are lighter thanx vanity, and this oxe verſe 
ot more weight, than the whole world. 
Reſt your weary hearts in this, if health 
were good for me, I know I ſhould have 
it : it riches were good for me, / ſhould 
have them : for I have my upright God 
in a bond; that he will with hold zo 
good thing from me, Nay once more ſee 
Pſal, 112. 2, 3 The Generation of the up- 
right (hall be bleſſed : wealth and riches 
ſhall bein his bouſe, and bis righteouſneſs 
eadureth for ever, Thy great care and fear 
is about thy poſterity; loc, here's a pro- 
miſc for them alſo : the generation of the 
upright ſhall be bleſſed, Though we can- 
not certainly be aſſured of this to evcry 
upright mans child ; yet this promiſe 
gives the upright man more ground of 
hope, than avy hypocrite or wicked man 
in the world hath. 

There is a Stock of your prayers going 
im Heaven, and there 1s a Stock of Gods 
Promiſes in the Bible, why then ſhould 
you difiruſt ? ſooner or later your poſltc- 
rity will certainly reap them, cither in 
temporal or ſpiritual merciesz he may 
be long, bnt he will beſure, che Cove- 
nant is made with you and yours, and 


the generation to come ſhall fare the bet- | 
ter | 
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ter for your integrity. Abrabem he hard- 
ly injoyed oxe foot of that land, which fall 
to him for his truc-heartednefs, but his 
' poſterity had it all,  And® many an up- 
right man lives and dies but with an or- 
dinary cftate , for he darenot do wrong 
to grow rich, but the Lord remembers 
his poſterity, and his ſced ſhall be migh- 
ty in the earth, the generation of the wup- 
right ſhall be bleſſed. 
Hold on therefore in your integrity, 
you arc in the way of preferment, Prov. 
21. 21, He that followeth after righte1ſ- 
neſs findeth life,righteouſneſs and bonour; 
he finds more than he /ooke for: Tis truc 
the vileſt men may be exalted, and the 
poltcrity of evil men may ;be both great 
and good 3 but they have no ſuch pro- 
miſe tor it, as you have. They may have 
fairer houſes, finer fare, coſtlier clothing, 
but they have a curſe with it, and a fad 
reckoning to come. Q therefore for your 
healtbs Cake, for your eſtate ſake, for your 
poſterities ſake, but above all for your 
ſowls (ake, for an wpright Gods (ake ſtudy 
integrity : be truc-hearted,fincere heart» 
cd,and wholec-heartcd men for God, 
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X, F Od will thew himſcl{upright to \ 
his upright ones, 1x Crowning | 
their integrity. 1. with Internal Peace 


Melchizedek, was firſt the King © 
Righteouſneſs, and then King ot Salem, 
King of Peace;; and where Chiiſt hath 
ingraven Sincerity, which is the true 
Righteouſneſs, then followes Peace and 
Foy inthe holy Ghoſt; There's no Reſt 
but in Religion, nor any ſound Peace but 
in Piety,.Others may have ©uiet of Con- 
ſcience, but the upright man hath the 
Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that is quite 
another thing. Theirs 15 but a truce, a 
dayes ficknets will break it, The hypa- 
crite hath a Conſcience Pacified, but 
what's this without 'a Conſcience Part- 
fied? 'It is Righteouſneſs and Peace that 
only will kz/s each other. The quiet 
of moſt mens Conlciences, 1s from their 
Blindneſs,not trom their Goodneſs ; thus 
the beaſts are well, becauſe they know no 
better, fear no worle : thus millions lye 
{till and dye like Lambs. It theſe had more 


«Knowledge they would have leſs quiet. - 


T hey 


upon Uprightneſs. 


They are like the malefactor in a dunge- 
on, that ſces not his miſery, or as the 
bird buſic at the chaffe, when the Net's 
unſeen; One thundering threat ſet on 
by the ſpirit of bondage will (poyle all 
their mirth. There can be no: true peace, 
where'fin is ſuffered in geriet, Ie were 
well for ſuch as you to be frighted; Cries 
were your bett M#uſick,and Tears the beſt 
Near you could drink : you mult be 
let blood or dye,ſfuch is your difcaſe that 
you mult be lanc't or loſt. But now when 
true'grace comes in, after that ſpiritual 
confli& that breaks the heart of tin, the 
Conſcience hath a ſweet peace, or at 
leaſt ground for it. The Law 'charges, 
the Devil charges, Conlcience in Chrilis 
blood that diſcharges. He-that makes 
Conſcience of ſin, hath his Conſciente quit 
from fin. Now I can eat and "ſleep: and 
goe in the dark, my Conſcience bearing 
me witneſs in the' Holy Ghoſt, thowgh the 
earth'be removed, and theMonntains carri- 
ed into the midſt of the ſea yet heres tran. 
quility..14 the world ye ſhgll have Tribu- 
lation, but in me,(aith Chrilt,ye ſhall have 
peace; and thisis the fruit of .upright- 
neſs, Iſa. 32. 17. And the work of Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the- effect of 
righteonſneſr, quietneſs and aſſurance for 
23y) I 4 767, 
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X Od will ſhew himſcl{upright to | 
his upright ones, 1 Crowning 
their integrity. 1. with Internal ace | 
Melchizedekhk was firſt the King o 
Righteouſneſs, and then King ot Salem, 
King of Peace;; and where Chriſt hath 
ingraven Sincerity, which is the true 
Righteouſneſs, then followes Peace and 
Foy inthe holy Ghoſt; There's no Reſt 
but in Religion, nor any found Peace but 
in Pety.Others may have ©uiet of Con- 
-\ſcience, but the upright mzan hath the 
Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that is quite 
another thing. Theirs 15 but a truce, a 
dayes ficknets'will break it, The hypo- 
crite hath a Conſcience Pacified, but 
what's this without 'a Conſcience Pari- 
fied? It is Righteouſneſs and Peace that | 
only will kz/s each other. The quiet 
of moſt mens Conlciences, is from their 
Blindneſs,not from their Goodneſs ; thus 
the beaſts are well, becauſe they know no 
better, fear no worſe ; thus millions lye 
{till and dye like Lambs. It theſe had more 
«Knowledge they would have leſs quiet, 
T hcy 


upon Uprightneſs, 


They are like the malefator in a dunge- 
on, that ſees not his miſery, or as the 
bird bufic at the chaffe, when the Net's 
unſeen ; One thundering threat ſet on 
by the ſpirit of bondage will (poyle all 
their mirth, There can be no tre peace, 
where tin is ſuffered in qzriet, Ic were 
well for ſuch as you to be frighted; Cries 
were your bett Mzuſfick,and Zears the beſt 
Nefar you could drink: you muſt be 
| let blood or dye,fuch is your dilcaſe that 
you mult be lanc't or loſt. But now when 
true grace comes in, after that ſpiritual 
confli& that breaks the heart of tin, the 
Conſcience hath a {ſweet peace, or at 
leaſt ground for it. The Law charges, 
the Devil charges, Conſcience in Chrilis 
blood that diſcharges. He-that makes 
Conſcience of ſin, hath his Conſcience quit 
from ſin. Now I can eat and ſleep: and 
goe in the dark, my Conſcience bearizg 
me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, thowgh the 
earth be removed, and theMountains carri- 
ed into the midſt of the ſea yet here's tran. 
quility.1# the world ye ſhgll have Trib#- 
lation, but in me,(aith Chriti,ye ſhall have 
peace ; and this is the fruit of .upright- 
neſs, Iſa. 32. 17. And the workof Righ- 
zeouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the effect of 
righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſunance for 
F1'S I 4. 03'(7, 
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ever. While Francis Spira kept on in 
his upright way, he had a heaven of 
peace ; but after his ſinful compliance, 
he had not one day or hour of quict in 
his ſoul, And it is recorded that Cicero, 
when dying and refleQing on his warp- 
ing and temporxizing, he cried out, O me 
miſerum, O me nuunquam felicem, Oc. 


Sincerity and Serenity live and dye toge- 


ther. 

And 2: With Eternal Glory, There 
he payes home the upright man for all. 
When his God leads him into the Land of 
Uprightneſs, Pſal. 143: 10. there he 
ſhall meet with all Gods hidden ones, of 
whom the world was not worthy: Ah 
poor hypocrite, he knowes not what to 
do, when he dyes; each fiep he takes is 
towards Hell ; the longer he lives, the 
nearer his deftruion, Fob 27. 8. For 
what is the hope of the bypocrite thongb be 

bathgain'd ( wealth,repute, &c,_) when 
God bath taken away his ſoul ? their very 
hope, which 1s all the comfort that's left 
them, will flce away and leave them in 
the bryars. But then the upright man 
ſhall be ſome body. Here he is a Prince 
#uknown,there he enters his kingdom, 
Here he is under a cloud, there the righ- 
teous ſhall ſe as the Sun for eyer and 


yer. 


upon Uprightneſs. «17 
ever. As he that hath an eſtate in Re-+ 
verſion, though he live poor a while, 
yet the eltate will fall, An inberit ance ##- 
correptible and nndefiled that fadetb not 
#way 3 and this as ſure as God is in Hea- 1z; nec ma. 
ven, and thy name in the Bible, Gene. litis nec 
17 1. Walkbefore me,and be perfeti; I will nilitiagnec 
bethy exceeding great reward. Who can #2 nec 
deſire more than him that is AU? It will OO 
be merry, when the upright God and — 
the upright Man, do meet. Art thou he perditio.1hz 
that receiv dmy deax Son, and refign'd ca vari. 
thy heart ſo freely to him ? Art thou he pr vr 
that gave inward, univerſal, and con- Col, 
ſtant obedience to my will ? Art thou he Eernitas 
that ſtuck to me in ſuch and ſuch times Serns non 
and tryals? Art thou he that walked V-/*: cx- 
righteouſly, and ſpake the truth in thy <=". Ih 
heart ? Come up hither, Angels put on gy, 

his Crown, Sing an Anthem ye ſons of Proſper. - 
the morning at my upright fervants- 

coming hame, Come. enter thou into the 

Joy of the Lord. Here live, and love and 

rejoyce for ever. Pſal. 140. 13: Surely 

the righteous ſhall give thanks to thy name: 

the upright ſhall dwell in thy preſence. 

Now many a poor upright heart hath 

hardly a houſe to cover his head, ſcarce 

a bed to reſt on, here he muſt not dwell, 

and there he muſt not dwell z but there 
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is 'but one life detween him, anda glori- 
ous Palace,whereof the ſpangled firma- 
ment is but the floor, He hath an houſe 
pav'@'with Rubies and fill d with Saints 
and Axgels, Like ſo many Suns, and 
there he ſhall dwell and: ting among 
them world without end. Into that Cor- | 


| poration all upright men may come; and 


their greateft enemies will never tollow 
them, , Seemzng Saints will be in the 
Church, none. but $ixcere Saints mult 
come into: Heaven, Mat: 5. 8. Bleſſed 


| are thepure in heart, for: they ſhall ſee 
| Gag :a6 1:1 


[| Rejoyce therefore 'ini the Lord O ye 


oe Rightcous, a nd ſhout for joy all ye that 
* arc uprightin heart. O what aſhoxt will 


there be mm Heaven, when all this bleſſed 


»» Tribe meet together and have Chriſt a- 
; mong them!and then you ſhall fee, how 


the righteous Lord Joveth righteowſneſ?, 
and bis countenance*doth behold the up- 
right. Then ſhall you be paid for every 
drop ot blood, for every drop. of tcars, 
for every ſtep, for every thought that 
you have laid out for bis Name, 

And thus you have the ſecoxd general 


_ Point in ny poor manner opened to you, 


namely , Whereia God ſhews himſelf up- 
right t0theupright man, 
£ | CHAP. 
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THe third thing ſollowes, which is 
L the Applicetion : what may'we ga» 

ther thence for - the bettering of our 
Minds or Manners? To inform-the for- 
mer, and to.reform the latter. 

Uſe Information; For the former. 

1. This Doftrine proclaims the Equity 
of God. To an upright man he will thew 
himſelf uprightz' why then his wayes 
are equal. Though clouds and darkneſs 
be round about him | his wayes be. hid- 
den} yet Fudgment and Righteouſneſs are 
the habitation of bis Throne | they are al» 
wayes not and equal. | P/al. 97. 2. 
He that hath a cauſe to be tryed for 


Land or Lite, counts it a priviledge that 


he ſhall have juſtice 3 and that at leaſt, 
euery man may expect from God. His 
ways are equal though our way be un- 
equal, 
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equal, Pſal. 99. 4. The Kings ſtrength 
{and who is that but God ?) loveth judg- 


_ ment thou doeſt eſtabliſh equity So he doth 


by his Ruleand by his Example, Con- 
clude therefore whatever his dcaling 15 
witn you or others, that he is righteows 
in all bis wayer, and holy ig all bis 
works. 

The ſubje& eannot alwayes ſce the 
Reaſon of his Princes method, no nor a 
child his fathers; but when they come 


tothe knowledge of them, ' they magnifie 


what before they were ready to miſeon- 
firze > Even ſo perhaps you underſtand 
not the waycs of God towards you or his 
Church x but be ſilent before bim, for you 
thall ſee at the long run, that with righ- 
zeorſneſs doth be judge the world, andthe 
people with equity, 

2: This Doctrine pronounces the Miſery of 
all bypocmites, For it followes by the Rule 
of contraries that with ſuch froward pie- 
ces, God will ſhew himſelf froward. He 
that walks contrary to God, ſhall have 
God to walk contrary to — way 
of hypacriſiz, as w-ll as of iMpenitency, 


1s a way of contraricty to God, whole ho- 
ly Law the hypocrite caſts behind his 
back; it isa way of contrariety to Jeſus 
Chriſt, his Prophetical Chaire, a 
J 


upon Uprichtneſs. 
ly Croſs and his Kingly Throne z and cer- 
tainly God will walk contrarily unto 
them. He will outwit the ſubtlett, and 
overthrow the tubborneſt hypocrite on 
carth, He taketh the wiſe in their own craf- 
8ineſs, andthe counſel of the fromard is 
carried beadlong.Hc that will wreſtle with 
God, ſhall feel it firſt or laſt. 

The vain hypocrite hopes to overrcach 
God, to carry his contrivance clcanly ; 
but let himnot be deceived, for God is 
not mocked : as a man ſowes, ſo ſhall be 
reap, Fob $. 14. His bope ſhall be cut off, 
#nd bis truft ſhall be a ſpiders web. You 
ſcea ſpiders web to be a very curious 
work, but its original is from a fpidces 
bowels, and its deſign co catch poor flics, 
and though ſhe be as ſecure init as in a 
caltle,yet when the Broome comes,dowa 
they goe; The thread that an hypocrite 
ſpins is very fine, butit hath no higher 
principle than Self, nor greater cod than 
- to deceive, And though he bleſs himfclf 
in his heart, and fit like a Queen in the 
web that he hath ſpun, yet when Gods 
beſome comes, down he falls into hell, 
and great is thefall oſhim, 

Queti. Bus you will ſay, who or what is 
#1 bypoerize ? 
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Anſw. He is one that hath no 4ffet#+- 
on to the Nature of Religion, and yet 
hath an Aﬀedtation of the Name, and 
Reputation of Religion : That profefſes 


the hatred of fin, and yet cordially loves 


it» Thatpretends to love piety, and yet 
inwardly diltaſts it; this is an hypocrite 
and woe be to him. The keeneft Scrip- 
rurcs, the ſharpeſt Judgments, the hot- 
zeſt Tormenrs are the portion of his cup. 
The very next verſc' 15 cnough' to over- 
whelme him, With the fraoward thou wilt 
ſhew thy ſelf froward. . When infinite Pa- 
tience growes froward, there will be 7+ 
finite frowardneſs, None ſo trxea Friend, 
and none fo fierce an Exemy. Proud men, 
Atheiſts, and Hypocrites, God hath a pe- 
culiar quarrel with, and they ſhall tecl 
the weight of his indignation. Alas ! Sirs, 
you drive the maddelt trade on carth : 
your Profeſſioz of piety hazards the loting 
of this World,and your PraGdiſe of hypo- 
crifie loſcth you the gtber, and thus you 
loſe TweWorlds tor want of One Upright 
heart. Repent therefore quickly of this 
your wickedneſs, and change your courlc. 
It holineſs be bad, why do you pretend 
it? Ifit be good, why do you abhor it ? 
What man of reaſon will pyt on the 


ſhape of one he hates, when thereby he 
gets 
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gets only the applauſe ofa few, and loſes 
the love of many? Alas ! you loſe the 
eſpe of the moſt on earth by your ont- 
ſide, aud of the beſt in' Heaven by your 
inſide. O therefore cleanſe your hands ye 
ſinners, and purifie your beartr ye double- 
minded, Abominate that courſe, that be- 
tides its own vileneſs, loſeth both God and 
Men, and your ſelves at laſt. 

But as when cheats are lookt after, 
they flip away and hide themſelves in the 
throng,ſo the hypocrite, when threatned, 
will not be convidt,and therefore alledg- 
cs theſe things. 

Objc&&. 1. General Approbation, I am 
well eſteem'd, and that among the beſt : If 
I were rotten, ſure they would find me out, 
I love good people, and they love me, and 
and how can I then be an bypocrite ? They that 

Anſw.Thcy judge of thee by the judg- make the 
ment of Charity, but God will judge thee —_ 
with the judgment of Verity ; They net» -qgrd—ra 
ther can; nor will, nor dare be cenlori- feit with 
| OuS3 but do guels thee to be ſound with- her, can- 
in, becauſe thou art ſmooth without. 20 _ 
1 Their great work lies in aſſuring their . 
own falvation, and not in queſtz0n7ng 0- 1 counter- 
thers; and ſo thou maiſt go by them to feit with 
hell unſuſpected as F#das did by the Dif. Pin. 


ciplcs 3 they neycr dream'd of his hypo- _— Se 
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crific, but rather ſuſpe&ed themfelves, 
but this made not his caſe the ſafer. 
And then that you love the people of 


| God, will be difficult to be proved. Y ou 


like their company ( ro for ſome 
natural, moral, or acquirea excellencies, 
in them; they are well temperd , civil 
learned; intelligent, or perhaps of ſome 
uſe or ſtead for you 3 butalas ! you hate 
their holineſs, and lezit like them when 
they are in their moſt religious frame. 
You carc not for their talk of Heever, 
when you arepleas'd with their news or 
diſcourſes upon things on earth. He that 
loyes an holy man for his SanQirty, loves 
them all as far as they are holy, and fo 
the holier the perſon is, the better you 
will love him: 

Objea. 2. Singular Obedience. I heve 
perform'd abundance of Duties, and have 
forgone divers $ins,and have continued ſo to 
do 8 great while, and canan bypocrite do 

Th 
, Anſw. Is there no known Duty that 
lies by You undifcharged £ and do you 
delight in the dutics you perform, as well 
as do them? do the Precepts of the Law 
pleaſe you, as well as the Promiſes of the 


Goſpel? And do you live in no ktown '| 


ſis with purpoſe, pleaſure and perſeve- 
rance? 


upon Uprightnels. 


rance ? its true, anbypocrite will it als 
wayes call upon God, but its hard to ſay 
how long he may 3 certainly, while any 
of his baſe ends draw him on, Indeed 
when ſharp troubles come+ for. Religion, 


then generally ſuch arc weary of it, and + 


utterly dexy that which they neyer. de> 
lighted in, Canſt thou now. ſay in. the 
mid t ofthy multiplyed duties, that thou 
hadit rather dothem, than not do':them ? 
Doſt thou only ſe prayer, or ebxſe pray- 
er > Doſt thou only aveid' fin, © or abbor 
ſin? That is ſomething, or ele that Phe» 
riſee Luke 18. ſhall be juſtified, as foon as 
thou. F 

Object: 3, Quiet of Conſcience : My 
own theart condemns me not, that is moſt 
privy to my own eſtate, and-would be(ſure« 
ly )moſt faithful to me in this weighty caſe ; 
nay, it is more. againſt an bypocrite, than 
any other ſinner, bt bots f 

Anſw, ' Remember that a Conſcience 
pacified, is not alwayes a ſign'of a Conſcis 
ence purified. If Conſcience be not blind- 
ed, it will ſee; ifit be not bribed, it will 
ſpeak 3 if it be not brawny, it will feel 3 
but ifit have been curb'd and filene'd, 
and finn'd againft, it may let you alone 
(cvcnas God doth) and never bark till it 
bite, and make its teeth to meet, There 
[4 are 
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Like that arc that deceive others, .until at length 
Perk. W.r- they: be decciv'd themiclves:; that have 
beekwho deceived:their:own hearts {o long, till « 
Pom wart deceived heart bath turned them aſide, 
= of x. #þat they: cannot deliver their ſouls, nor 
Ed. a.Fons, fay, is therenota lye in my right band, 
fo long 44.44.20, : | 

that at And yet if one ſhould 'refer it to thee? 
lengthhe Dot thou think in thy very Conſcience, 


Drs, nat'know that by thy (elf, which is in- 
conſiſtent with integrity of heart 4what 
45 \that -which: makes thee ' tremble at 
death? in a fright at thunder,in pain at a 
fearching:$:xrmon? afraid)at the reading 
or hearing of any ſifting. marks or ſigns? 
And then fox.bearing aigreat hatred to 
hypocrites hat's nothing;for. one proud 
man may:hate another for landing in his 
light, and rotten hearts are uſually molt 
ſufpitious and cenforious of others. Thy 
beſt evidence would be to laath : thy felf'y 
and thy only cure, ito _be. pricked at tbe 
heart, 


SECT, 
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SE CT. II. 


I. W—__ ſecond Improvement of 6** 
this Point is for Reprehen” Reproof, 
100. 


x. Of thoſe that Dilſtruſt an upright 


God 


Man. 
1. That Diſtruſt «n upright God. No 
greater trouble to an upright man than 
.to be ſulſpeRed and diſtruſted,to have his 
word queltion'd and his wayes miſcon= 
ſirued, Good end wpright is tbe Lord, and 
hecannot indure to be called in queſtion, 
they that know him will take his word, 
for more than this world is worth, P/al., 
9. 10, They that know thy Name, will put 
their truft in thee. But alas ! how few are 
theſe ? if we run over thoſe very par- 
cticnlars wherein he ſhews himſelf up- 
right, you ſhall find much diſtruſt in the 
world, yea in the very beſt, If webe in 
Danger, how few can quict themſelves 
in;Gods promilc of ſuccour ? [ft we have 
fallen into Temptation, how long cre we 
can heartily belicyc our pardon ſealed in 
K 2 the 


2, Of thoſe that Piſtaſt an uprighe 


Aptainidiſrourle + 


the blood of Chriſt? when we begin 1 
Pray, which of us bclcives, that as ſure 
as we aske, we (hall regcipp £ how dit- 
* ficult to rely upon the grace of God for 
perſeverance, Or on the promiſe of God 
for att good vhings inthis Jife,” and: for 2 
- . Crown of glory 7 in-another. ' O the wretch- 


ed diſtruſt of mans heart { whence elſe. 


Jo men tun to unworthy meanes, to at- 
tain their deſires every day 3 and lean 
no more 6n him, orion his word, than on 
a weak, ſtafſe, that we dare not truſt? 
you can -truſt a mari when he hath mo- 


ny in his hand,you ſhould truſt God when” 


he gives''mony in the Promiſe, The' 
World ſhould know we- ſerve a Gods 


whom we dare truſi; The promiſe is ever: 


as good, as the thing promiſed.: He isno' 
fincher with whom youdeal. To difteuſt 


him, is to deveft him,” 'ahd that of his: 


dearcſt Attribute , bis Trath, When: 
we diftrift* God, we - make him mii; 
when we” truff I may; "we make Hine? 

God. | 4 0-4 | 
How many exporinients have. you nad; 
nay how many experiments ' have [you 
bad of his uprightneſs to'yoit ? and maſt 
they all ſtand for nothing #2: What man 
ean come out and ſay, F was under flick" 
promiſe, buc I never had” the 'benefit 'of 
it? 
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4t?: Itraſted F4406t: God tm vaitt?: And 
muſt you be the ' firſt. inGancesof his 
-unfaithfulneſs ? God forbid;! Toinſtance; 
«what ::diſquicting, . thoughts haye.. we, 
ſometimes, about proviſion for:our: Chil- 
-dren.? they] be left ſuccourleds, and quite 
forſaken,(and unworthy courſes areſome- 
.times/taken tq prevent it, ) and yet we 
know : they will. fall Wards 'to:God, 
'and:; that the Generetion of .tbe wpright 
ſhall be bleſſed. Andbecauſc bere perhaps 
you 'may reply;; that. herein. 'ypu .do- not 
{© much queſtjon. Gody #prightneſr, as 
your own, therefore {ee in avather Lu- 
ſtaxyce,; what porplexitics azc : Gods ſer- 

- vants in for his:Chrrch, when 1t-is rent 
with ſcbiſms,. eclips'd with errors, op- 
-pre(s'd with eroubles ? And yet he hath 
undertaken .- to: ralt the world: for his 
-Churches gopd, .and that the Gates of 
Hell.(Rronger than armes on earth )ſball 
wever prevail againſt her. O falefdce then 
and gharm down your unbcleif, and cre- 
dit this word, To the upright man,be will 
ſhew bimſelf upright». dec) 

--+.:2-., This Reproyes thoſe that Diſteſt at 


-vpright max,-; He;that is »xlike, God can- Semper a- 
not but diſſakeborh him and his likeneGs, liens vir- | 
Wonder 'of wickedne(s, that eyer any 'u formi- 


K 3 ker's 


reaſonable creature ſhould hate his Mo- ſo 
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hers priure ; diſlike the men that are after 


Gods own heart, and the better the man, 
the worſe to hate him. It was ſo in the be+ 
ginning, is kow, and will be world without 
end, 1, Sem. 29.6.Surely (ſayes Acbiſh to 
David ) as the Lord liveth, thou haſt been 
wfright ; nevertheleſs the Lord favours thee 
#et.Let a man be never (ſo honeſt, charita» 
ble, unblameable, yet if he difcover his in- 
tegrity by reproving ſin, by a firidt watch 
over his words, by a peaccable demurring 
at a thing he is unſatisfied in : there's 
ſome of you though you never ſaw him, 
were never diſoblig'd by him, yet out 
ofan inveteracy againſt God ( it can be 
nothing elſe) you diſlike and declaim a- 
gainſt him, If chis man have an hundred 
excellent qualities and but one defect 
or fault, all his good qualities are buri- 


ed, and he goes with you under the nos | 


tion of his ſingle ſin. But on the other 
hand, let a man be never { ignorant, 


yet divers of you can imbrace him, ' de- 
light in his company, or. at leaſt he ſhall 


live quietly by you, and (if he do- not } 
' Perſonally affront you-)- no Magiſtrate 


unclean, ſwearer, drunkard, Atheiftical > | 


| 


} 


ſhall ever be inform'd of him that he | 
might reform him. And(to ſee your E- } 
quity ) ifthis man have an bundred #1! | 


fore 


Ss 
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conditions, and but. fome oxegoid gueality, 
as perhaps of an obliging carriage, all 
his faults are filenced, and: he-obtains a 
favourable character frome;this. ſingle 
vertue ; which ſhews clearly, tbat your 
ſpite is at the good man, as he 15 good, or 
elle you would cry down. ather.mens 
faults as well as his, and ;lend to him..a 
mantle as well as to others. - |: | 

If pride be: bad, or: coyctouſneſs, os 
pallion, why do! you not blame them; 
where ever you find them ? 


Objed. Perbaps you'l ſay, they are had 
(its true) in any,: but tbey arezntollerable 
in one that profeſſes more Sandity tha 6= 
thers. | 


Anſw. His ſandtity - or profeſſion are 
neither faults nor faulty, but theſe you 
have an aking tooth at: and though they 
do aggravate his Sins before ' God, yet I 
hope with men he may paſs better, that 
hath but own or.two faults, than he that 
hath an hundred. And if you be not ha» 
ters of God, you ought to love;him |bet> 
ter that hath a few errowrs, and thoſe 


bewailed, ( for fo all: upright'men do 


though you ſee them not))than him that 
abounds in them, and rather: glories 
K 4. in 
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inthem, than moxrxes over them. 
Objeda, 1 knw your uſual ſaying, you 
diſlike none but. hypocrites, an wpright max 

could love in your beart. | 

Anſw: Car you prove 'all them hypo- 
erites, whom you diftatte £ and can you 
juſtific your ſ#ſpitio#, where you can make 
no: proof, I think there is no greater a 
fign of an hypocrite, than eafily to judge 
others ſo. But for all your profeſſions, I 
am perſwaded, if Chriſt hifuſelf were now 
on carth, and ſhould be: ſo;ſepere in his 
life, as never to laugh 3 ſo impartial in 
xeproof, as to ſpare neither Prince nor 
Preiſt ; ſo heavenly in hisdicourſe, as al- 
wayes to draw it to ſome ſpiritual matter; 
Abundance of Chriftians would utterly 
- == _ = , __ —_— with him, 
| ,_ but purſue him 1o his:crofs again. Alas ! 
yl it 15 integrity'and \<raght.y-aotl and 
Ebnifi, «bj the affront 15 '#0 God more than to men 
Religio ig, herein, ' And is not this hatred without a 
— cauſe ? Is ndt this torage'at Beaxty, and 
- =_ " to haveas Averfion toilnnorency it (elf ? 
nobiles ns Are hot theſe mer '(fuch 'a8'Þ have. dc+ 
viles babe- ſexib'd:):the beſt hysbands; the: beft pa- 
enter. Salv, rents, thebeſtchildren' the beſt ſervants, 
the belt Cabjotts; piblick Goody, Prov. 115 
By tbebli ing uf ' tbe! 1wpright the City in 
exalted 1345 it ib averthrowa bythe mouth 


os of 


( 
{ 


upon Uprightneſs. 


of the wicked. Q relent towards them,and 
let your love and pity run in the fircam 
with Gods, Carry your fclves to them as 
you. think David, Paul, or Chriſt would 
do if they were here 3 and judge in your 
own Conſciences, whether they would 
ſort with vile {wearers in an Xlcboxſe, or 
with upright mourners in a Chamber:you 
cannot have a better coppy than Him in 
the Text, and therefore with the zpright 
man, ſhew you your ſelves uprght. 


| __— 


SECT, III. 


our own (elves. ] report me to your own 
Conſciences, how necdful this is. Need» 
ful for your comfort bere, needful for your 
ſalvation hereafter, And pray be exact 
and-ferious herein. 

< x6 Betanſe many heart by Nature is falſe 
und froward. Deceitful above a'! ibings 
\and deſperatety withed,” Fer. 17 9. The 
-Natere 'of God, the Love of Uiivit, and 
the Heart of man are thmgs' inſcrutable. 
-Jrs twue Eccl! 7.29 God made man upright 
zt'fitt.Our faces werediredtly upon God, 
out hearts uniform; but we pot a fall, and 
( k now 


13 


$. 


TJ He third Uſeof this Do&rine leads pxamina- 
unto Tryel! and Examination” of tion. 


” 


», 
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now the whole man is turn'd quite ano- 
ther way. He that fayes ] have ever had 
a good heart, that man never had agood 
heart : we are eſtranged from the womb 
from our God, and from our beſt ſelves, 
No cheat fo cunning as the heart of man, 
twill cry out as the Phariſee, 1 thauk;God 
T am not as other hearts are, when ſevex 
abominations arc there, And not onely 
falſe but froward, in other diſcaſcs .the 
difcaſcd party is called the Patient, and 
patient they are to abide the Phyſitians 
order, but here the Patient is the great- 
e{t Diſcaſe, Quid miſerius miſero non mi- 
ſerante ſeipſum ? What greater miſery 
than a miſerable man not commiſeratiug 
himſelf? Having to do therctore: with 
ſuch a Peice, what nced have you of the 
ſtriAcſt care, that you may not be bank 
rapt, before you feel. yunr decay, and 
broken tor want of braiſing ? TR 

2. A man may proceed very far,and yet 

prove rotten at the beart.. Hemay go 19. 
ſteps,6 for want of going one other fiep, 
fall ſhort of Heaven, Mat 19:20,2 t\That 

young man had gone far in keeping fix.com- 
mandements : where.1s.the young \man 
that can come forth and- truly ſay the 

like ? yet one. thing was lacking, and that 
loſt all the xeſt.  Conſidewwell how! ma» 
ny 


OOO a 
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mT emo or 


upon” Uprightneſs 


_ ny changes may paſs upon the heart withe 


out a through ſaving change. A moral 
change from debuachery to civility, 2 
formal change to theproteiſion of Godlie 
neſf5,a partie! change,a temporary changes 
but- uprightneſs heart lycs in a haires 
bredth;- you may hit the Butt, and yet 
miſs the Mark, and by conſidering how 
far Herod, Saxl, Fudas, and others of our 
acquaintance have gone and. yet fallen a» 
way, we ſcenecd to lift our ſclves to the 
bran, and -put our [ntegrity to the try- 
al, 

3.4 man may verily think hee's upright, 
and yet not be right, Prov 30. 12, There 
# @ generation. | that is, abundance in all 
Ages 'that are pare in'their awn eyes ((hine 
illuftriouſly, as the Hebrew} word hignijs» 
fies, in thcir own opinions and judgs» 
ments) and yet are not cleanſed from their 
filtbineſs ; were never truly regenerate, 
Thar River of God,the blood o, Chriit ne» 
ver run: through their h-arts :. you have 
heard, he that. long deceives others, at 
laſt deceives himſelf, :Deceiving and being 
deceived... Plam in the fooliſh Virgins, 
Math. 25. Who thought: their caſe was 
good, till-the-gate wae ſhut. A. dreadful 
caſe ! to be damn d juſtat Heaven gates, 
and zo feel a hell before we fear it: _ 
In 
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blank would aman look, that hath a ſum 
of money to pay, and when it comes -to 
the touch, it proves all Coxnters, all his 
money Connters? eyen (o will manya 
formal hypocrite look at the lat. day, 
when all:his graces prove ſpurious,  @ 
wame #0 live, but dead at heart. When the 
great Judge of Heaven and earth hall 
come with his /Mene, Tekel,. 8c. Put this 
gliftring Profcſſor into the Balance , alas 
he is too light; weigh that mans Fazth, 
then his Repentance, then his Love, in the 
balance, they are all too light. Alas! 
thy kingdome is departed from thee, thou 
art a lo{t man werld without cnd. 

Now I ſay; if a man may. verily think 
hee's upright, and yet prove naught, it 
15 high time to come to tryal. And though 
the Deſcription which you. have had, will 
much ſuperſede this workzand:that when 
allis (aid,a man that is realy -upright,may 
molt clearly by reflecion; and ſpiritnal 


ſenſation, find and feel the antegrity ofthis 


heart, as the mother knowes ſhe is. with 
child, when ſhe feels it: leaping in. her 
womb; yet for your farther aſltftance I 
ſhall here with much plainnefs and brevis 
ty (the which: I ftudy) 'give you ſome 
clear charafers of uprightneſs, and 10 
haiten to an end; with [this Advertife» 

| ment, 
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ment.that if you can lay a ſound claime to 
any. one of them, though you ſhould la- 
bour to find them all, you may reſt 
with comfort in the ſafety af your con» 
| .dition, though at preſent you may not 
 difcern the reft; for that, where there 
is.one -- Integral member of the new 
manz. there is. the whole, though not 
apparent, But let not one CharaGer paſs 
youreye, without a faithful tryal 3 Is it 
thas with me? that you may know your 
own ſelves,that Feſus Chriſt is in you,aud 
then you are not reprobates. 


Has of SECT. IV. 
1, T He firſt CharaQer of an upr'ght 


to God, 2 Tim. 2.15. Study to ſhew thy 
ſelf: approved t0 God, This is the care- 
and buſineſs of every upright man, In 
all bufinefs and companies, his chiefeft 


care is, that the words of bis mo#th, and Pa 9 


the thoughts of bis bears may be pleaſing to 
bim. Famous is that ſtory of Beraard, who 
after a curious Sermon, among the gene- 
_ ral applauſe, was found dejectcd and in 
his dutmps : and after a more ſincere plain 
difcourſe, the day following exceeding 
chearful , told one of his friends, thac 
1nquir'd the reaſon, Heri Bernardum. hodie 


Feſum 


37 
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wan is, He really approves bimſelf Chara- 


crs of aft 
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Man; 
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Feſum Chriftum predicavi,' yeſterday I 
preach'd-Bernzrd, but to day I have 
preached Feſ#s Chrijt, When-you can ſay, 
Lord, others know my ations, but chou 
knoweft my ends ; others may lift me up 
too high, or calt me down roo low 3. but 
I am fatished,if thou art pleaſed with-me: 
For not he that commendeth himſelf is: :ap+ 
proved; but -rhom the Lord commends And 
this is to malk worthy of the Lord, in: all 
Pleaſing : When a mans great aime1s at 
God, + and not to pleaſe, or exalt himſelf 
or others. | (1 

| Whereas an hypocrite he is quite ano- 
ther man, Math.'23 5; For-all their works 
#hey do 0 be ſeen of meniand therefore they 
choſe Trumpers to diſtribute: their alms 
with,and cerners of Streets (Streets would 
not ferve, but corners of Streets) that (0 
#0 tull Streexs might view;them 1a their 
prayers: and ſo ( poor cjeatures ,) they 


paid them(clves before the. great Pay- 


day;Verily, | ſay unto you, they beve their 
reward. Their thought is, how will this or 
that man like this word or ation It ſuch 
and ſuch commend me and applaud me, I 
have enough. But the upright, man 
looks at God, and a {mile from him. gives 
him content. He may indeavour to .com- 


pals the good opinion of men, but he will 
| {ſerve 
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ſerve God firſt, and hate any baſe courſes 

ro procure the praifc of men. Itspart of 

his CharaQter, Rom. 2. 29. Whoſe praiſe 

is not of men, but of God, 
II. The ſecond mark of an upright 

man is, He chiefly lover God, To love 

the Lord our God with allthe beart,with 

all tbe ſoul, with all the firength, is an 

infallible CharaQeer of an upright man, 

When it comes to be a diſfputable caſe 

between Gud and Mammon, God and 

the Belly, God and Relations, God and 

a right Eye or Hand; if thoucan- 

not find (at leaft for the moſt part) thy 

ſoul determining for God, oyer-ruling 

the caſc in his behalf, and that thy love 

to him can make thee contemn the 

World,and all thatisin it; fearnothing 

thou haſt an upright heart, Try now, 

do you UVſethe World to Injoy God, or 

do you make wmſe of God to injoy the 

World ? Do you love him for bimſelf, He foes 

do you love him like himſelf, in every Mee licle 

thing, above every thing ? dorm 
Objed, But how ſhould I know I Jove gny thing 

him bet? | with thee, 
Anſw. Hath he, if not the moſt, yet whichhe 

the heartieft of your thoughts ? When —_— 

yourends are raffled to the bottome, do zu, * 

they 
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* Luthr at they end atibim, or ſelf ? * do you love 


a ſignal 
mercy 


. writes on 


the wall 
Tambach 
(the plac 
wncere 
then he 
was) eff 


mea phanu- 


el ibi appa- 


Fuit miht! 
Daminuts. 


the houres and duties 'thit tend towards 
him ? Arc-not you-troublcd- that. you 
can love him no more? 1s not- Heaven 
it (clt defirxeable to you on this account, 
becauſe there you will love him and: bate 
ſon, perfely, and eternally ? can you de- 
light in your mercics, when you fear they 
come not in loye? Can you live content= 
edly, under the (enſe orifear of his -ad- 
ſence or. diſpleaſure? -in a word, doth 
that pleaſe you belt, that tends and exds 
in his honour, though it Þameyour per- 
fons or eroſ 5 your other defigns? do you 
dearly affect his bleſſed word, and thoſe 
parts thereof that have nothing to com- 
mcnd them to you, - bat their bolineſs ? 
not only the Hiſtories of the Bible, but 
the DoGrine,' the Precepty of the Bible 3 
can you taſte more (weetnel(s in a Sermon *' 
of Chriſt, an Epiſtle of Paul, the bundred | 
and nineteenth Pſulm,than'in any humane | 
writings in, the world ? Doth the re- 
membrance of your communion with God 
and communication from him more refreſh 
you than the review of other delights ? 
Cant. 1.4. We will remember thy love more 
than wine, the upright love thee, That ia . 
fign of love, this is a fign of xprigbteneſs. 


II. 


w_ vv» X” ww ws 3) UW UM, &* wo 


upon Uprightneſs. 


II, A third fign of an upright man is, 
He willingly obeyes God 1 Chron. 28. g, 
And thox Solomon my $ox, ſerve thox the 
God of thy Fathers, with a perfet beart, 
aud a Willing mind. What he does his 
will isin it, He will do what he can, yea 
more than he cayz An hypocrite doth 
more, than he wox/d. He a@s not, but 
15 ated by profit,credit,aud the like 3 and 
when this wind blowes not, he ſtands as 
the windmill, ſtock ill. Love to God 
oyles the wheele of obedience, and then 
2 man runs the way of his Commandement, 
when the Lord hath inlarged bis beare. Pf, 
119.32. Amor mens, pondus mexm. Hap- 
py forever that man, whoſe principle of 
motion is within. An hypocrite ke hath 
no hearty#goodwil to the very dutics he 
performes he praycs,but he hath no goad 
will to prayer ; he gives, but his will is 
another way, his ebediexce is againſt his 
mind ; his intereſt draws him one way, 
his mind goes another; and what « 
wretched life muſt he live,the generality 
of whoſe viſible aQions go againſt the 


frame of his mind,and fe ncither God, nor 


himſelf hath plesſurein them ? 2 Cor. $. 
12. If there be firſt s willing mind, it is 
accepted according to what « man bath and 
dotb, Try your = therefore 3 do =_ 


142 Aplaindifcourſe 


find that your wills are preft for God ? do 
you obey your Maſter, as your ſervants 
ſhould obcy you, With good will, doing 
ſervice as to the Lord, a ud not to men. 'Tis 
trve you will find another Lew, another 
will drawing the other way, but if you 
can ſay with Poul, Rony 7. 22. I delight 
1% the Law of Ged after the iuward man, 
your hearts are upright : you greive for 
your unwillipgneſs, you bring your wills 
focvery ordinance, and uſe the means to 
make thembetter; and cordially deſire to 
do his will on earth, as it s done in Hea- 
ven.' The croſsncls of your will is your 
greateſt burden ; and you are getting 
ground herein, are you wot / then your 
eale is good: | 

; IV. The Forrtb Character Of an up- 
right man is, He can Fudicionſly appeal 


| 86 God. 1 call God to record ow my ſoul faith 


Holy Panl. And this not orily ina crowd, 
& before others, but in ſecret in his cloſer. 
After conlideration of the Law of God, | 
and after the ſurvey of his own heart, | 
3n upright man{if there be no eclipſe up> | 
on his ſpirit _)can appeal tothe all-ſearch- Þ 
ing God, in his cloſet, concerning the 
uprightnels of his heart 3 and this I think | 

few hypocrites can reach to do- Thus 7 


Peter could Tay, Fob.31.17-Lord thou rhey 
'y | kiows 


upon Uprightneſs, 134 
knoweſt all things, thow khnowet I love 
thee. T appeal from Satan and the World 
to thee, whether I do not love thee above 
all the world, and above my ſelf; if my 
heart were open'd, wether thou wouldfh 
not find 'Febova, and Feſus, aud Holineſs 
to the Lord, written there, The juſt man 
dare appeal to the (cvercit Judge, and a 
{mcere Saint to an all-ſceing God, Pſat. 
139-23. 24+. Search me, O Lord, and know 
my beart, try mee an. know my thoughts, 
And ſee iff there be any wicked 

.way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 

r laſting. So if you can ſay, Lord, look at 

: me every way, try me by the light of thy 

word, ſcarch me to the quick, I appeal 

to thee, thou knowelt ] am Gold, not 

Gwilded, 1 am thinc,thy Nameis on me, 

and thy Natxre is in me,thou that know- 

eſt all things, knoweſt I love thee : No 
plaincr ſign of a cheat, than unwillingneſs 

7 to come to tryal ; but he that dare bring 

, E his heartto the moſt trying Books, to the 

, = moſt(carching Mixiſters,to the all fearch« 

* & ing God, is found at heaxt and a Saint 

| within, I ſhould have nam'd no-more buc 

* that find two more ſigns within the 

Z ken of my Text, with which I ſhall cons 

; © clude this Uſe, 
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proecheth the Lord, andſhall be utterly cut 


A plain diſcourſe - 


V. The fifeb mark of an up- 
right man is, He trades xot in Preſunaptu- 
exs ſins. Pſal 19. 13. Keep back thy ſer 
vant from preſumptuous ſins, let them not 
have dominion over me, Thenſhall I be 
CT Tyranny of fin is one 
thing, the Dominion of lin is another, Ic 
is the opinion of Divines, that though a 
child of God may have a Darling ſin, one 
fin to which heis more inclin'd then a+» 
nother ; yet he hath not a Reigning ſin, 
that is, ( I ſuppoſe they mean) no fin 
hath the abſolute command of the whole 
ſoul : no, there 1s a (ſeed of God in a ſan- 
Qified heart, that cannot ſo yield to fin, 
So that the difference between the fin 
of an upright man and another, lics not 
ſo much in the nature and kind of the 
fin committed, as it lies in the heart of a 7 
ſinner. That may be an Jnfirmity in | 
one, that is a groſſer fin in another. A 
leſs fin choſen, is worſe than a greeter | 
fin folles into without choice; a leſs 
sllowed, than a greater diſallowed. 

The preſumptuous finner adds the cou- 
temps of Godto his lin, and ſo is ſaid to 
fin with a bigh hand, Numb, 15.30. (the 
firſt place (I take it) that ſpeaks of ſuch) 
But the ſoul that doth preſumptuouſly, re. 


off, 


upon Uprightnels, 145 


off, and no ſacrifice admitted for him: x 
which interprets that Heb. 10. 26, If we 
fin wilfully, after we have received the knows 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
ſacrificefor fin. And both oppoſed to ſin _ 
ning ignorant]y, and yet not every fin of _ : 74 
knowlcdge,a preſumptuous fin;bnt when ,, wy ol 
a man knowes it,but cares not,heedsnot with an 
God,or his will, but lifts up an high hand high hag, 
againſt him,and will venture. Ic is one pots wy 
thing to ſin willingly,another thing to ſin fall _ 
wilfully, There is of the will in moſt fins, yincement 
but not the whole will. There is a predomis a free cone 
nant motion of thewill towardit, but there ſent,and 
is in it an babitzal hatred of it. Ro .7. 20, Yolueal- 
Nowif | do what | would not, it is xo more I —_— 
that de it but fin that dwelleth in me, There never af. 
IS in every (in an interpretative contempt ter Con 
ofGodzbut] conceive to create a Preſump. Verſion. 
txexs Sin,there muſt be aGxal preſumpti« lt. Cuget, 
on & contempt of God; whereof certainly 
that man was guilty, that was ſtoned to 
death for gathering ſticks on the Sabbath 
day; and thereupon kis Tragedy is relatcd 
immediately upon the Law againſt pre» 
ſumptuous finners, Num. i 5, An upright 
man hatha radical hatred of fin, &he that 
hates fin, can ſcarce fin preſumptuouſly, 
VI. Thefxt and laſt CharaQer of an 
upright man is, He Keeps bimſelf from bis 
own iniquity. You havethis inthe xext? 


L3 verſe 


1.46 


A plain -diſcourſe 
perſe bus one before the Text. Tolſo was 
&pright before bim=— prove it — I kept 
my ſelf from mine iniquity, Every man 
hath ſore fin of his own. We are cepable 
of every lin, but we are not inclin d to 
every ſin, . Our conflitztions uſually do 
shufe our darling fin, our condition of 
lite or calling maynuſe it vp. This Sin 
i5 the tryal of our fincerity. An hypocrite 
chides it before folks, but keeps 1t un-: 
der his tongue, cordially favours it, and 
ſo makes proviſion for it; in effect prefers 
it. before Chriſt and Heaven, 'Tis this lin . 
that ſends moſt men to hell. They'l part 
with many; but Jkin for skin yea foul 
and all will a man give for the life of this. 
And there is no wickedneſs too great to ' 
wade through to the fruition of it, 

Now an upright man,had at his Con- 
verſion, the deepeſt prick in this vein.' 
The gdearer the fin, the dearer it coſts in 
Repentance : and thereupon he keeps 4 
zealous eye upon it, and is whetted alfo 
with an holy revenge againſt it, for dif- 
pleafing ſuch a God as now he finds him 
to be,and for hindring ſo much the com- 
fort of his ſoul 3 that he mainly hates this 
ſin, and indeavours to prevent- and cru- 
cific it, He moſt hates it, though he can 
teaft vanquiſh it, And therevpon he __ 

| Y 


upon Uprightneſs. 


fully makes uſe ofall the means he knows 


to mortihe it, and carefully avoids all oe 


caſions that may further it, he grieves 
bitterly for his relapſes into it, and gives 
no relt to his God, or his foul, till he fe 
the functals of it 3 he is fefolv'd to dye 


in the conflict, before he will-make a 


peace, 
Now fcel your Pulſe for the Lords ſake, 


and deceive not your own fouls. Theſe 
ſigns will ſtate your caſc, if you will bur 
prove your own ſclves. The expl:cation 
of them is ours, the application of them is 
yours. Do not ſ-xt the book, till you have 
opened your hearts, arid found cithier the 
name of a Saint,or @ Hypocrite, Why do 
you retreat? Ic is not your exemy, but 
your Phyſitien that is at door. + To try 
your calc can-dono hurt. Ifall be righe 
you .may have the. comfort 3 if all be 
naught, yet you tnay have a exre; Ruſh 


_ not Dlindfold into hell, Put us not to our 


beſt skill in deſcribing CharaRers, and 
thenlce them alone as you foiind thern, 


| for want of pains, * ]fthis work not, re» 


member we have told you that the clear. 
cl ſign of. an hypocrite is, . at dare ned 
come 89 tryal, T 
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2 Exhorta- 
tion to the 


0 Upright. 
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SECT. V, 


'F ic Fourth Uſe is by way of Exborta- 
tion; Have you madea faitbful ſeru- 
tiny ? Then upon tryal, cither you find 
the Cbarsders of fincerity,or elſe you find 
them oz, or.elſc you hang in dowbr, whe- 
ther you be upright or no. And accord- 
ivgly I ſhall dire& my exhortation three 
wayes. Firſt to thoſe that are upright 
with God and you I exhort 
' I. Toproiſethe Lord, and be thank- 
ful. Pſol. 33. 1. Rejoyce inthe Lord ye 


righteous ; for praiſe is comely for the up- 


right, You of all men have cauſe to be mer 
ry, Praiſe becomes no bodies mouth but 
yours. Be chearſul in your ſelves, and 
thankful to the Lord, What ailes you to 
be leanfrom day tro day, that are Kings 
Soxs ? Who canly any thing to your 
charge? It is God that juſtifieth. What 
ean diſhcarten you, ſccing the. roos of #he 
motter is found in you, Turn your plaints 
into praiſer. Stand ſiill and: admure the 
diſtinguiſhing mercy of God ta you, that 
among ſo many Heatbens the Lord 


thould make you Chriſtions z that —_ 
F477. 01 
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ſo many Hypocrſees, the Lord ſhould 
make you wpright. Adore Eletfing,admire 
Converting Grace 3 ſay Lord, whoam 1? 
natutally a very Pegan, an errand hypo= 
criee, that thou ſhould crown me with 
Truthin the inward parts —— Andthen 
kneel down and offer him an Hecatombe 
of praiſcs, charm up all the daughters of 


 mulick, thy beſt afteCtions, 'and tune: up 
-thy note with Angels, Bleſſing and Ho- 
-nour aud Immortality be given to bim that 


fitteth on the Throne, and tothe Lamb for 
evermore. And let heart, and lip, and life 


keep tune; and where thy words faile, 


let thy deeds exto/ bis boly Name,O Lord, 


do but tell me which way I may. honour 


thee, and thou ſhalt ſee, thy Grace af- 


ſiting, that no-ſervice ſhall be too hard 


for ſnch a wretch to ſuch a God. 
2, Proceed and walk on in your upright 
way. Hear David, Pſal. 26. r. 0 Lord, 


| -1 bave walkedin mine integrity—Ay, but 
= arc hot you weary ont, David! Ono; 


> hear him, verſe 11. But as for 'me, I will 
.* walkin my integrity ; | have don't and:I 


will do it again, It 1s enough for ſinners, 


to be weary of their wayes: but as for me 
I will walk in my integrity, Improvein 


' your uprightneſs, Fob 19, 9. The rigb- 


neous alſo ſhall bold on their. way, = 
H4 s 


upon Uprightneſs. <4 


« ME 


_ - 'Aplaiviſcourſe 


be that hath tlean bandit fool! growftrong+ 
er end ſiroxgtr. Get. ground of your 
hypocriſte , and weede-it . but of your 
hearts and duties day by day. A little = 


| bn is a great barden tohim. that hath a 


£r4at deal of grace, as alictle ſpot is to a 
a very eldanly man. Purge :out. thetefore C 
the old Jcaacn, and keep the feaſt with  * 
that dauity.fare, the wnfravencd breed of j 1, 
fi 
| 
r 
b 


ſincerity «Rd truth. Liet:nothing . byas 
thoſe honeſt hearts of. yours. Anſwer 
«your tcimptations, that you can doany 
thing butlye and tertporize. and fin a- 
Kainti Gods that Crowns cannot fee you 


. - to betiay:Chrili, or wound your Contci- 


! 
.EnNces þ that you feat no body but God, fl , 
and nothing in the: world but ſim, AF, 
mat nf; wfraghtreſr: minſt:be a man of  , 
ſtrength, .'\'--/ TR © 
- The more uprightneſs, the mote cone |Þ | 
non with God:.z the thore upright- [2 | 
neſs the more confidence with men-z the |] * 
more uprightueſs the more comfort in 
your own,touls.z Chr.29. 19.1 know alſo |: 
.my God; thay thou tryeft the beart, 'and 
baſft pleafurt in uprighmeſs.. Odo hima | 
pleuſure then by walking in your inte- 
rity, 'arid 2folve with that upright 
:hawpion, Fob 27.5, 6,7 / dye, 1 will 
8#0t remove. .my. integrity from ar" + 
| cart 


upon Uprightnets 
uy ſhall net reproggh me. ſo long as 1 
we. x | 


_—— — _— _—_OS__ 


TT O_” = - — Ji = _ 


SECT. vi. 69h d: 6, 


?Econdly, To thoſe that arein Dexbts Exhortati- 

Z whether they be upright or 00; It is —_— 
better indeed to doubt with a camfe; than . 
to be confident without a cenſerand better, 
fo begin in'doubts and end if cerfainties, to Reſolus 
than tobegin 'jn - certainties andend- in tion lyes 
doubts: But tixe advice | C doubt ; 

1. Sit not down quiet in this uncertain — 

fy. Who that's charg'd« with forgery, », the far- 
will be quiet till he be'cleared? In the theft way 
Authority of Gods” unerging; - word 1-about, 
charge all men by-nxture with rottenneſs Ruarlery 
cotruptior and hypocritie, If you be true: 
men,clcar your ſelves;ahd hang not(as che 


* [2 Papifts place Ont. of their {mall friends) 


# between Heaven and Hell: Who: thats: 
*Z goinga journgy would be content whillt 

7 he is ignorant,whether in the way or out?., 
3 you are goifg-4 long journey , quite t@. 


| eternity;tor your own comfort ſake be at; 


a point whether you be in the way tothe 
Holy; or to the Miſerable etexnity, You. 
be at coſito clear & fertle your outward 
eftate.O be not wor(c to your fouls, than - 

you are © 
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A plain diſcourſe 
are fo:your -lahds : you cannot. imagin® 
how far you might go in this work in ox* 
Moneths time, nay in the_ſpareboures of 
one Moneths time. It is a ſad caſe that is 
threatned, Deus 28. 66. And thy life ſhall 
bang in doubt before thee, and thon ſhalt 


Fotuofl cj fadn.ddy awxdnight; O but what is it thehi, 


a * v . 
3 \/a 
.” 
4 


to haveceverlaſting life hang in doubt be 


+ **_fore'a nan, the ſoul daily raking wings, 
- ...., . 80d you: know not whither! O. fit not 


=  #+ts5 
—_—— 
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"1 "#be #oft Wibenyou have'a doubtful dis 


52 c; down. quiet: withthis uncertainty, 
1 15/1 12h Gettabout the means -40 clear np. your 
"condition. Knockat cach-Minifters door 


thet's neanyos, 'and borrow light from 


+ -» © -  tetmpet, yourruty to the Phyſition 3 when 


 youthave a knot in yout deed, you runto. 
- *the Lawyer : you are ata demur concern- 


ing, the frateaf yout ſouls, '@ run tothe 
Miniſter, ©« Put on boldot(s and fear not ; 


he deſervei: mnt the'vame of a Preacher, | 


thatis not\gladder ot your company,than 


of i the greateſt Meammonift within his | 


charge. Open-your mind freely, Sir, Il am 
ina great A iſway about che ſtate of my 
eHis toul;thisI can ſay for my ſelf,and this 
againſt wy (elf ': Dcaltrucly with me, 
and give oxt a perfect lot. | 

| Betake your ſelves to the moſt ſearch- 


ing Booky, try your ſelycs by the above. 


named 


—— 
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upon Uprightneſs. 


named marks z but above all, to the Law 
and-to the Teftimony, But be-nothaſty ro 
conclude upon the reading any of theſe, 
either for or againſt your (elves, without \ 
* || goodadvice; leſt you ruſh on the Rock geyereng 
| of Pre/umptiou,or be ſwallowed up in the be Rob.! 
' | Quickſond of Deſpeire.Get into the right Horis in 
s | mcthod, and then ſpare nor. for a little 5 of * 
pains, He muſt give diligence, that will warraapy 
make bis calling aud elefion ſure, This tion, uſed 
- f courſe hath been found uſeful to ſome, to er 
namely, ſingle out ſome trying Scripture, down his 
as for Inſtance that, Pal, 119. 140, and ces 
ſpend your ſpare miigutes in one day, or tion in ” 
week, to know rhe True meaning of it ; writing 
the next Day or Week compare your 2owin 
ſelves by it, with all faichfulric6 - ſpend feels 
another Day or week in wrgivg oll ſuch Scripture, 
objeHions you can juſtly find againſt your nowin 
plca ; and a fourth Day or Week in a 53llogiſmg 
ſound Reply unto them, And then lay rey 
them betore God, and joyn your carnelt OS: 
prayer, to the ſearcher of all hearts, to gogk 
cleare and ſettle” you, And when this forthat 
is done, try another,and a third. The com- Purpoſe. 
fort will pay the trouble.” The anſwer vie ' 
of a good Conſcience is worth ſome ſeri- | 
J ous thoughts, or cl{c it & worth nothing, 
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TRiddly, The Exhortation runs cothem ſpe 
that want it, Labour for uprightueſs, 
a Buy thiteruth and fell it not: * For the ; 
'Wantup- love of God be not hypocrites. Confi der, od! 
ny three things. 
PE T.. Dp hone fe Atnisble. 1. . In the 
.. ,"" Oye of God, you lee that in 1 Chron.29. 19. (VV 
He bath Pleaſure i i" wprightneſ?. You that | Ge 

 RETLES diſpleaſe him by yogr Infirmities, had | © 
i _ + ++ Need to pleaſe him by your Integrity, 

be Br” —_— 4:7- Thbex rt f air my love, ji 
Ge Chriſt cbere is 90 fell thee. This ma 

: you all fair in his cyes. All the bool wr 
of of Heaven and Earth doth not plea 

as an wy upright man ; no creature xr the 
New creature. And 01 the 
contrary , 'no fight fo odious 
to him as an hypocrite. He 
? that connterfeits the 'Kings 
coyn, dyeth the (ame death 
with aRebel..' 4 lukewarm 
Chriſtian makes Ghriſts fio- 


. {mack to rife, Rev, 3. 16. 


And 
i is emicble to mol 
Whergenmity toGod hath not quite raz'd 


out 


OO So a—_ - 


e 


upon. Uptic ztne(s. 
vat allrelicks of Reaſon:and: Honeſty, e 
very man ſcemsto be be pleas'd with in- 
reprity 3 and will (peak for duch as they 
think in their Confciences mean and 
2 Ef ſpcak uprightly, Few would hurt us, if 
| Ewe could more fincerely be followers of 4 
, thor which-is good, But an hypocrite is 5 

 { odious to all mcn, like thoſe Proto-byps- 

Wcrites, 1 Tho. 2:15: 7 bey pleaſe net God, 

If 11d are contrary 10 all men, He makes an 
IN choice that jimbraccs a courſe, that 
God and man arc agreed to abhor. 

- 2, Uprigbtneſs is Comfortable, A ſound: 
upright good jence, 1s 4: continue! 
al feafi. In 4roublcs, reproaches, figknels, 
death, ino cotnfort like an upright heart, 
This will : the ſpirics, fapply with. 
new fpirits, the weather beaten. Chniſtt« 
an and make him king io priſon, when 
his encmics ſhall ceemble on the Throaee. 
This gave the Apoltle Paul that boldnefÞ 
before Princes, -that be lived in all grod 
Conſcience, Thew ſhall I not he oſhamad, 
when I bave reſped to all thy righrooues 
jhdgements, And on the contrary, a man 
hath no chfort from, hypocrite, none 
at all. What'joy cana man have, when 
he knowes. his heart. is rotten? What 
confdre ina/velves patch, when it gnely 
©dvers a flrby wie? What content, when 
E171, Eo A 
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a-man dare not commune with himfel{-7. 
he that-'is not welcome unto his own 
Conſcience, can be merry 'no where in the Þ| al 
world: . - AL 31 ; 
. 3. Uprightneſs.is Neagſſory. - 

"x: To-every good duty Wi. Without it, 
Preaching is but a tinkling CY mbal proy- 
ex but as the howling of a dog, Relig i- 
ous diſcourſe but the prating ot a Parrot, 
Nothing acceptable without it, Goats 
' haixe a rich. preſent with ic, A ſincere 
ſigh of him that joywes more worth than, i fio 
the fained eloquence of him that makes © his 
the Prayer- The two mites. of the gdod | un 
Widow more valuable, thangthe great.  br1 
ſummes caſt in by Phariſees, Our duties, iſ th; 
are not nxambred but weigbed, they arc ÞÞ tha 
not meaſured. by cheir length or breadth, it 
but''by their Profandity. - If they be 
hearty, ' ſincere, the right ſtamp upon 
chem, they are current ;in Heaven 3 or 
elſe they: are but the cutting off a dogs 
neck, tbe offering of ſwines fleſh, and God 
abhors them. 1G: | 

is. Neceſſary to onr eternel Salvation 
hereafter, Þ{al. 24. 4. Fbe ſpall aſcent 
i820 the bill of the Lord? | He that bath. 
clean bands and s. pure bears.. A man 
way go to Heaveri: without Parts, with- 


out Riches, without Gifts, . but Thene 3h ig 
5 | n 
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upon SPS UEIEED » 
no coming there withqut..uprightne(s ; 
that is, thc land of evrightweſs, F- | hes 
all io faſbiqn.. The great queſtion at thoſe 
Gatcs will be, Men, Woman, where's thy 
oyle. Though men may be deceived, God 
will not be mocked. He that ſowes the 
wind, ſhall reap the. whirlwind. In the 
darkeſt corner of hell there lye the hypos = 
crites, .Q the rage. horrog and torment 
of an hypocrite. in hell ! when his hopes - 
like the givieg up the Ghoſt; .O the confu+ 
fion and ſhame that will coyer him, when 
his fellow.,Profeſſours ſhall ſcc him. ſo 
unexpectedly packt into.hel]/And what 
brutiſhmadnes is it to make others beleive, 
that thou art going towards Heaven, and 
that while thou ſteal into hell / O finnex,, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to. {alvation,, 
that thou be upright. And thereforc, in 
the Name of God, inquire. the meenes to 
obtain it, and ſect about them ———q. 
well, will you faithfully uſe them? Then' 
they are theſe, WUPEE: A 
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Taght in him, Pride hath a great influy 
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bis ſoul which is lifted np,is notnp» - nnemtag 


ing of u 


rightnes 
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E intro hypoctiſie ; ' atid' Huthillity | into 
vs Monte; ad Hunters 
ig Rm or Gods, rio wonder 
he will | | the vizard of more 
hp F hath, At#on the other 
thats toritfent of un ordi#ory Re- 
=> we © hare =: _ ob 
e white Divitto Sb1rom : The 
men oct ana” very weak 

, and Tam v very great finner 


it cafe lf for a golden naemt, at 

KbW Thave bar a leader beare. Do but 
aptly the putt iw of God,” and then thu- 
uhe Yeurt, aid be prove if 

cracr hedrt thm 

i P07 thefr his part is" of Saints 


t finners the ebeif', "although 
Oe Lond echo him greater than the 
tattft of the r, und fs than the 
of te Aon _ Binilly td Tnryn 
t et a 
"Fr. Boas Beeramielon, Pfat, 
6. I communed with mybrert, and my 
Avia made ſearch. And for this 
end, let your nliences be heard y for 
; the/p on ittheeondle of the bly 
earch the innermoſt parts of the 1”. 
-v | think aff right, bur wheh 1 
" cone'to' riyal you'l find I's t 
| Ide tid he 6 under che clus; yo 
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upd 5D F 
Gin {ce $i0.metes in the room 3 Dur whe 
its bets ſhibe in, you taxy (he rhebfomia. 
How do young prople live in ti datic, Ot 
Re —_ ap apy thar' is: upon 
cheen? buc —_ _—_ caving 


knowledgc Hef heplde beak 

chen De larkniney diaſetf, amd Pat 
out;0- __ thas flo 

ſkarne, live eo 

If a tans do riot know ow hi: Rong 

nothing. Commune with youth tpu lrorre 

ond bejtill, Yoweolndkbes wi b 0oll in 

religious Duties, you eominitic with wy 

pot adore but whicn-ts- your 

6 with Fort pen Goto The 
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hedge nee worldupon a:man,c you; call 


ell af (44-2 Vw 
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him Hyprenide c. if you ,wiauld{;give-eny. 
aNiths mot welvantogrons title, yartuogite 


himanheneſi right man, And 
Pho goll hate, c, you, will: 
onda, omar y9"\vSlly JovÞ:up+ 
procure: its 


—_ my rn aw Gul tates?ds Il 
in.an hoplaghat 4 abhot 2: he never dott.: 
May:{d >:4aft2a.; Jomel :25:. Sinkexicy be: 
hads auddhal Live witheut it: ; {hall-it 


peg ad 4 deny it ? No, what. * 


will LR hea ox dye» a 
unghil- COWE 
om ly nga. 


Satan Fas ev 


; Joſt 9:Somht i ke 
EEE joe us $ 
flag! acbyon Br 

| - mcans toconquepr. 


of veereh lou to, 


ms My. 1iryat 1 
ed ben triad ory Ar gin Jub "Beg. 
2.2: Peſire the fmeere 30i/h of rbe Miard He 
that would or ae diver 
willeake'a {ond 'praje pra Pain. Ms : 
ITT? g 4 niſter . 
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nifler,cowillmakeizphriz Chriſtian; Lay 
your ngked. heartunderithe raked tricth: 1 
God, andilet:hiny write on tharblank pa 
pes, whit heoplcalerth ;: For-tbe word wry 
Lord #7 (quick and fhuowerfily. and ſharper 
thawahy twoedged frward, peiverrig m— 
the. dividing aſunderaf foul and ſpirit, #n 
of the joynts andmarrow,aud.isg diſcern.y 
er of bu thoughtt, aud intents of theheart. 
Such a Sword tightly welded quill c{eady 
-#xbair,'apd givea man aslicfe reft:-21h 
formality as in propheneneſs; —_—_—_— a 
eruths the, way to create the x7 Aa 
triith 3 che fincerg/ word, a fincete heart, 
The habe deamachrpiritarichys the; _ 
and,chat dogriſhcs.. Abd umthe word trur 
rFnad7 theſpirit is conveyedianduil 
| T ſpirit of truth ltep. inwith theword-of 
2ru;b,thenthe work is done, Pſal.. 145 
10 Thyſpirit. 34 good, : lead me into; the 
land of rights. This ſpirit will 
takg you he band,an nat, only. hen 
yau,. bue Frrarnes the.land of op@+ + 
I any} rr ©: 
er;a8 $0 Y; the Sermon, 
hgmok of your /everity. be anpoJce 
elelves, and the largeſt of 
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owns 
= 
| oc 


at wh 
ut Day. : 


race more freely,tha 2n carthly 
will ill bread. Good my 55 the Lard, 
iff cherefors will be teach ſinner in the rs | 
And thus you have the Meany, 
you een co ule theme ax0 
ons, if you will by chem ? 
let nottheſe wards ſtand here to be your 
| occaſers; but your monitors 3. and remerh- 
ber that PraJiſeis the End, the Crown ' 
of Preaching. 
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. SECT. IX. FR" 
v.T He F ok and laſt Uſe is for Conſe» Genfolati 


. Bleſſt Juve 
iz beart > for they bolt fee God. You may 
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LSESESSEET 
in thrfile, at you ſhell ſec God in 


coupling you - live peer, but 
xm dye rich, Prev 19. 2+ Bawer' is 


ud 


by 4 


; nile. _ 
7 7 he ther world, Oprihneſeand 

rare” niohs. 
but Sig, *thar's my ep at my 


| 'Beart is rotten "af the core, my wayes 


crooked 3 3 and*your diſcourſe hath in- 
ereas& ny doybts, that I fear I have nor 
'qnedram of prin And wy feares are 
"tncreas'd 'upon ſach grounds as theſe. 

+" Doubt. 1. Pee ds pations of Satan. 
See, ſaith he, thy dormant ſack 'a 
Duty, in ſuch a temptation, thou haſt 
but a ſhew-: and theſe accuſations he 
followes with feares and terrours in my 
ſpirit, that my ſou is ſometimes weary 


ſol. x. There are roots of bypoeriſie in 
vhe ſi-ceveſt heart; as of all other fins, ſo 
of this. 
began to'fay to his Diſciples firſt of «ll, 
take heed 8& beware of hypocriſie, Chrifis 
own” Diſciples were in danger of this 
> mom AM mnock below the graffeis 
brize. This : yout may- grant 
Alt of, dept refaiu- your integri- 


kf Anyone: BBls' roreveiBin] Law; forte 
"Ob 


is the. Aronſer 
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of «the *Bregbren right 
 hetadafacec thaccuſe 


Aud then thoaqcinaten of a cos 
+ demned 


C's remarkable, Lx.12.1.Jeſus- 


u 
hathad- his Maker for his epoghe 


_ Uo prighenets. 59 
demned perſon is nioproof, iti ariy 'Contt 5aten 
. of recdrdiyea his rerrorymay be your-#vi- tempes to 
dentes,” for he'{eldome or never troubles fin, and 
bis own \bouſe : while his priſoners are Þen 
quier,he holds his peace 3 but when they , _ 
are broken from him;' he ſhakes bis cbaint cppigy, 
#fter them, But then hold up a crucified Diobolum 
Chrift before his very face,- (with'wor- vicit, & 
thy Geſxer Jarid Gay, Hwic offends non tibi; £19 1 vi 
vince bu'nc © me vitces, Its this Chrift - _ 
that] have offended,(thou fiend of Hell) aug, 
I never finn'd againſt thee; conquer him 
and then thou conquereft me. 
"Doubt," 2; The Cenſures of men'; my 
Friends whiſper ,my Foes proclaim it; 
and the Miniſter meets tne in (every Sers 
mon. I-may be partia] to my (elf, bur o- conſeienti,g 
thers will fpeak-plaing®: + - *  contragla. 
Reſol. 1. The cenſures of * others ſhould diunline 
make us mure fineere it trying: our ſelves. ; = 
To dowbrof fincetity-isone thing,” to' #79 \ oy: 
it;isandther. Wher they charge the State þy way of 
of hypocrific upon as, we ſhould- mourn reproach 
for the Habits of hypocrifie/in us5/ and froman 
bleſs God thar their opinion for ſubliance "IWF 
is wot true 3 they do- but 'ſay what you 1; 6ne 
might have been. And when when your jy whiſpe- 
eſtareisyneſtion'd never: ſo unjuſtly; 'tis red by a 
2'goud way t a Fine 'upon"it5"and; ficind. Sr 
makedofurer” And fo you will:Bc gains os 
71 
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I RES Es: a 
mo © our dear Lord, on bugs 


| ee eiſth: ſure» ( 35 was 
8 0600. charge thoſe faults on you where 
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is no clearing in this life. Reſelyc 
ae ay $«, but wich ne tis of | 
s very ſme [1 abing, pron I foonld be judged 
of Yo» or of | maxs judgment, but be that 
yudgeth me is the Lorg, We ſhall at laſ 
wh to an cqual < nag wy til} ehen we 
zeaſon to rejoyee, that we are coun- 
ted warthy to ſuffer this reproach for his 
Nome ſas. en (gith, we mult 
be dung'd with r ches, that we may 
ES op cvs Gale 
my on Conſci- 
enge 2 And wy oth. 42 condemn bin, 
E .. nant. 15 par this hath alwaycs 
- my fear,and who can clear him that 
: __ himſelf ? 
Roſbl. 3. Tou,muft A dings betwes 
_ pocrifie reign: 
wg < where. ro Te » it igargtsr 
vel inthe ſhoe, as (the wote m' the: eyc, 
- the Souldjer in his you arc 


weary olie, ig makes _—_ 
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it no. xeſt, you are very lickoſit ; where: 
'F it rfigns you cannot indure to be touch's: 
«a ſeapch'd, and i ;aroal your _ 
10ns z your main'dc | s, to cis 
with God' and to cheat rhe world. 
3. Conſcience rightly inform'd way ga 
for is this deciſion? But- Couſcience 15 
not Regu/a regulans, but Regula regulate, 
Its like the Dys/ that mult be fer by the 
. F#h of Gods word, aud rightly derer- 
Gnency by war of that; And _ 
kinnes, tuc S lt terraſpoyerw 
the CR wen they then it 15 not a coma 
petent Judge of the cauſe. If every man 
ofe Conſcience pricks him, were- an 
ieviee ; God help the greateſt part 
Co 


nſcientious Chriftians 

Datibt. 4. Myſed Experience. 1. of my 
Dryneſr;in fre Puties.] am better in the 
afſembly, than in my family, bettey in 
my family; thau in my cloſer, and there 
20 upright'man is bett. He rhar is inlarged 
and enlivencd with others, and Graitncd 
in his own bowels cannot be ypright. - 

Reſel, x. The more company we hove in 
Ordinances, the more inlargement we way 
expe} eud yet upright withsl, Our Sawopr 
hunſelf, when he ſam the maltizxder, it 
opened bis mouth, Math. x5. 1, and We 
zcad hut few ſuch Sermons ram _—_— 
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that'was 5: for beſides, that the 'numie«i 
rouſnefs and*foriouſucls of others, is a 
retionsl mesnsto quicſtn us that ate/'a-" 
bout the ſame'workz we mayiexpe-more 
of the manefeſtations of the*: Divine Pre- 
fence, where the ptrfons and* grices of fo 


” 


many are, that are'dear to God; * +: 


2. But yet every upright man will be Jeri- - 


ons 01d heartyin ſecret, andearneſt withell. 
He wo uld notbechired out of his (eeret 
devotions': agd a little trath'and zealin'z 
doſet, is than the larger cexprefſi- 
ons of them with a multitude, what- is 
done in'ſecrer, provided you do it 'of 
ehoize and in Conſcience to God,- ws 
more genuine features -of 'real. integrity, 
than mach more in pablike;for that muſt 
needs procced from the love of Gbd and 
of his ſervice. PTL UI tor! hs 
.- O but >. I bave experience of Decayes dn 
*y ſol ard uo growth, The path of tbe juſt 
bs like the ſhining light, that finer my 
dud more to the perfett day. | tecl my fel 
rather worſe every way, but not better? 
\ .Reſol.” x, Wis not eafie to determine. of 
fyiritieal growth or deeayes ; For ,its. objec 
;s yarious : - ſome grow-more viſibly in 
zcal, others in knowledge, others ſta- 
bility, ſome mare in the roots, ſome more 
more in the balk, ſome -more w— 
>. i-7 - A 


nyon-Qprigheneſs, 15 

And than #o'diſcern growth, is, a work of | bs 
time ;- our . progreſs 1n_grace,, is not ſo | 
diſcernable as. our eqgrauce;tor the change 
.here is ſpecificel, there only gradual ; and ſ - 
the-younger childxen arc,the more is their pe The, (8: 
'growth diſcerned. | ak a " ,.” Goodrmin || 

2, A ſenſvble ſight of your  decayes is 8 - 
true ſign of growth 3 the clearer the ſight, , p. 
the lets motes axe diſcerned, when there yy. x + 
.isjoyn'd withall a grief for our defcRs. 1ike be. © 
Deſcendendo sſceudimns, we grow bigher nambed * 
n Godsclicem,by growingthever, in ous -linbs, ſorg- 
own. Corruption doth not Ily, diſco- ans n 
er corruption 3\nor decayes, .decayes... If nw 'bue - i 
therefore you find, that you. hate fin as feefirvot, | 
heartily, and. can. wiſcly prevent it, that 7 Copel, © 


you-can be fully as ſcrious and ſpiritual 
an your dutics,as wile in reproofs, though - {| 
pexhaps not ſo frequent as heretofore; you ; | 
have no juſt cauſe to charge your (elf ; 
with decayes, much leſs with diſſembling 


T? Reli n. | } : ; 
| Yea, bu 3- I bave experience of Incony 
raxcy;my- ſoul is in-2 perpetual Agne, ang 
#hilc burning hot, —_ ret = 
cold, unconſtant in avoiding evil and more 
unconftant in the performance-of what is 
good 3 and this is an hypocrites temper, 
and this is mine. | 


Reſel. 1, Aperfet ſetledneſe is not ' 
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be expetiedin | tit life, Our dey will have 
a night 3 our Sunſhine will dp 
ſuavs bora, = _—— ow a & 
ſoul, « foul that dwelt in ſucb # Bet), i; 


The intonſtancy of an 


eff, je of the (ſoal ;, whether he ſhall chiſe 
Mr Bax, Chriſt or Corruption, God or Mainmon: 
The vptight man is fully reſolved in 

this, and his inconftancy is only in the wſt 
of meanes; not whether he ſhould pray 
or not pray, mitditate or to, but he Frarh 
not alwayes the ſame degree of loyt t6 
tbem,heat and delight in them,and com- 
fort from them, And this tnnſt be moirn'd IP 
for bere, but can be «##'d only in Hta+ ; ; 
veR, &. 
Doubt.5.Tht Deceitfalyeſs of the bit, | 
this is ſo greet; that after all my tryal I | 
niay be miſtaken 3 there are 1amps that 
rzy delude a than cytn to the yes 
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of the worſt of the kind,and ſo molt like= 


Sc 4 fa, — fat. liſcernebl 's 
foe. 


the belp of Gods ſpitie. Fer; t7.10. 1 

Lord ſearch the beors, and hecan and will 
lead every diligent ſ{elf-ſcarcher into the 
darkeſt corners thereof-God and man to- 
kether may find out it. Indeed a carnal 
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careleſs eye ſes it not,but he that would. 


know himſelf, foal! know himſelf; No 
man is deccived herein, but he that is 
willing tobe deccived. 


2. Tor bely jealeufie a5 it is a good Sign of 


wprightneſs, ſo it is agood Antidote againſt 
bypocriſie, He that deteRs a cheat, isnoe 
then of his party 3 and he that knowes 
he hath a Protexs to deal with; will be 
vigilant over him. He that hates and be- 


| wailes hypoctifit and! midſt in himſelf, 


will dever dyc an hypocrite. 


| © And therefore be of good comfort ye 
# upright ones. Your matter ſhall ſtand, 
your tenure is good, notwithſtanding the 
| Juites commencd againſt it. Theſe ſpaking 
Sfirrdo your health. The great. 


ft tempeſt hurts not the tree that's well 
rooted, its roots will ſpread. the more. 
The pinching tryingFrolis ſirengrhen the 
F'Y | _ found 


—————et think doth good 


bim'that 'is good endupright i bis bear 
However youmay be: reputed or uſed i 


this 'world, whatever condition conclud: 
you here ; 'yct in Lifcyin'Deach,in Judg 
ment, arid in Eterfity hy he will "2 
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